
The Chinese Dragons

Introduction

Oregon's Chinese American community has a rich and 

vibrant  history,  deeply  intertwined  with  the  state's 

development.  From  the  early  days  of  Chinese 

immigration in the mid-1800s, Chinese Americans have 

played a significant role in shaping Oregon's culture, 

economy, and society.

This  book offers  a  comprehensive  exploration of  the 

Chinese  American  experience  in  Oregon,  from  the 

establishment  of  Chinatowns  in  Portland  and  other 

cities to the challenges and triumphs faced by Chinese 

immigrants and their descendants. Through a blend of 

historical  research,  personal  narratives,  and  cultural 

insights, the book provides a nuanced understanding of 

the  Chinese  American  community's  contributions  to 

Oregon's heritage.
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One of the central themes explored in the book is the 

resilience of the Chinese American community in the 

face of adversity. Despite experiencing discrimination, 

exclusion  laws,  and  prejudice,  Chinese  Americans 

persevered  and  built  thriving  communities.  They 

established  businesses,  organizations,  and  cultural 

institutions that served as anchors for their community 

and  contributed  to  the  broader  fabric  of  Oregon's 

society.

Another important aspect of the book is its focus on the 

cultural  traditions  and  practices  that  Chinese 

Americans brought with them to Oregon and continue 

to  maintain  today.  From  traditional  festivals  and 

celebrations  to  cuisine,  language,  and  arts,  the  book 

delves into the ways in which Chinese Americans have 

preserved their  heritage while  also  adapting to  their 

new homeland.

Furthermore,  the  book examines  the  role  of  Chinese 

Americans  in  shaping  Oregon's  history  and 

2



development.  From  their  contributions  to  the  state's 

economy  and  infrastructure  to  their  involvement  in 

politics and social movements, Chinese Americans have 

left an indelible mark on Oregon's past and present.

Overall,  this  book  serves  as  a  valuable  resource  for 

anyone  interested  in  the  history,  culture,  and 

experiences of Chinese Americans in Oregon. It sheds 

light on the struggles,  triumphs, and contributions of 

this  vibrant  community,  offering  a  deeper 

understanding  of  the  complexities  and  richness  of 

Oregon's diverse heritage.
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Book Description

In the heart of the Pacific Northwest, a rich and vibrant 

community  has  flourished  for  over  a  century:  the 

Chinese  American  community  of  Oregon.  From  the 

bustling Chinatowns of Portland and other cities to the 

rural  farming  communities,  Chinese  Americans  have 

played  an  integral  role  in  shaping  Oregon's  history, 

culture, and economy.

This comprehensive book offers a captivating journey 

into  the  lives,  struggles,  and  triumphs  of  Chinese 

Americans  in  Oregon.  Through  a  blend  of  historical 

research, personal narratives, and cultural insights, the 

book  sheds  light  on  the  unique  experiences  of  this 

resilient community.

Readers will  delve into the challenges faced by early 

Chinese immigrants, from the hardships of crossing the 

Pacific to the discrimination and exclusion laws they 

encountered in their  new homeland.  They will  learn 
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about the establishment of Chinatowns, which served 

as centers of community and commerce, and the ways 

in which Chinese Americans preserved their  cultural 

traditions and identity in a foreign land.

The  book  also  explores  the  significant  contributions 

made by Chinese Americans to Oregon's development. 

From their work in agriculture, fishing, and railroads 

to their involvement in politics and social movements, 

Chinese Americans have left an enduring legacy on the 

state. Their entrepreneurial spirit and cultural heritage 

have enriched Oregon's diverse tapestry.

Moreover,  the  book  highlights  the  resilience  and 

adaptability  of  Chinese  Americans  in  the  face  of 

adversity.  Despite  experiencing  prejudice  and 

discrimination,  they  persevered  and  built  thriving 

communities,  contributing  to  Oregon's  growth  and 

prosperity.  Their  stories  of  resilience  and 

determination serve as an inspiration to all who seek a 

better life in a new land.
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This  book  is  a  must-read  for  anyone  interested  in 

Oregon  history,  immigration  studies,  or  the 

experiences of Chinese Americans in the United States. 

It offers a comprehensive and nuanced understanding 

of a vibrant community that has played a vital role in 

shaping the state's identity and heritage.
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Chapter 1: Roots of the Dragon

1. Chinese Immigration to America

From  the  mid-19th  century  onwards,  Chinese 

immigrants  began  arriving  in  America  in  significant 

numbers,  drawn  by  the  promise  of  economic 

opportunity and a better life. This large-scale migration 

was  sparked  by  a  combination  of  factors,  including 

political and economic turmoil in China, as well as the 

discovery of gold in California.

The Lure of Gold

The discovery  of  gold  in  California  in  1848 set  off a 

massive gold rush, attracting people from all over the 

world,  including  China.  Chinese  immigrants,  facing 

limited opportunities and poverty in their homeland, 

saw the gold rush as a chance to improve their lives. 

They  traveled  across  the  Pacific  Ocean,  often  in 

cramped  and  unsanitary  conditions,  in  search  of 

fortune.
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Economic Opportunities

In addition to the gold rush, the rapid industrialization 

of  the  American  West  created  a  demand  for  labor. 

Chinese immigrants were willing to work in low-paying 

and dangerous jobs that many American workers were 

unwilling to do, such as building railroads, mining, and 

working in factories.

Political and Economic Turmoil in China

China in the mid-19th century was a land of political 

instability, economic hardship, and social unrest.  The 

Taiping Rebellion,  a  widespread civil  war that  lasted 

from 1850  to  1864,  displaced  millions  of  people  and 

caused widespread devastation. Many Chinese people 

sought refuge and opportunity in America.

Challenges and Discrimination

Chinese  immigrants  faced  numerous  challenges  and 

discrimination in America. They were often met with 

hostility  and  prejudice,  and  they  were  subjected  to 
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violence,  segregation,  and  exclusionary  laws.  Despite 

these  hardships,  Chinese  immigrants  persevered  and 

built  vibrant  communities  in  Chinatowns  across  the 

country, including in Oregon.
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Chapter 1: Roots of the Dragon

2. The Allure of the Pacific Northwest

The  vast  and  rugged  landscapes  of  the  Pacific 

Northwest  beckoned  to  Chinese  immigrants  with 

promises  of  opportunity  and  adventure.  In  the  mid-

1800s,  news  of  gold  strikes  in  California  and  the 

discovery of rich fishing grounds along the Columbia 

River  spread  like  wildfire  throughout  China.  These 

reports ignited dreams of a better life, prompting many 

to  embark  on  a  perilous  journey  across  the  Pacific 

Ocean.

Upon  arriving  in  Oregon,  Chinese  immigrants 

encountered a land unlike anything they had ever seen 

before.  Towering  mountains,  dense  forests,  and 

powerful rivers shaped a landscape that was both awe-

inspiring  and  intimidating.  The  climate,  too,  was  a 

stark  contrast  to  the  subtropical  conditions  of  their 

homeland. Yet, despite these unfamiliar surroundings, 
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Chinese immigrants were determined to make a new 

life for themselves in this untamed frontier.

The  Pacific  Northwest  offered  a  wealth  of  natural 

resources  that  Chinese  immigrants  were  eager  to 

exploit.  They  found  work  in  gold  mines,  fished  the 

rivers  and  coastal  waters,  and  felled  timber  in  the 

dense  forests.  Others  established  businesses,  such  as 

laundries, restaurants, and general stores, catering to 

the  needs  of  both  the  Chinese  community  and  the 

growing number of non-Chinese settlers.

The  beauty  and  abundance  of  the  Pacific  Northwest 

also  provided  solace  and  inspiration  to  Chinese 

immigrants.  In their letters home, they described the 

towering  waterfalls,  the  lush  valleys,  and  the  snow-

capped  mountains  with  a  sense  of  wonder  and 

appreciation. These natural wonders offered a respite 

from the hardships they faced in their new homeland 

and reminded them of the beauty and diversity of the 

world.
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As Chinese immigrants settled in the Pacific Northwest, 

they began to form communities and establish cultural 

institutions. They built temples and schools, organized 

social clubs and associations, and celebrated traditional 

festivals  and  holidays.  These  communities  served  as 

anchors for Chinese immigrants, providing them with a 

sense of belonging and support in a foreign land.

The allure of the Pacific Northwest continued to draw 

Chinese immigrants throughout the late 19th and early 

20th  centuries.  Despite  facing  discrimination  and 

prejudice,  they  persevered  and  built  thriving 

communities that contributed to the economic, social, 

and cultural development of the region.
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Chapter 1: Roots of the Dragon

3. Establishing Chinatowns in Oregon

The establishment of Chinatowns in Oregon marked a 

significant  chapter  in  the  history  of  Chinese 

immigration and settlement in the state. These enclaves 

served  as  vibrant  hubs  of  community,  culture,  and 

commerce, playing a pivotal role in the lives of Chinese 

Americans.

The first  Chinatowns emerged in  Portland and other 

cities  during  the  mid-1800s,  as  Chinese  immigrants 

arrived  in  Oregon  seeking  opportunities  in  gold 

mining,  railroad  construction,  and  other  industries. 

These  early  Chinatowns  were  often  located  in 

undesirable areas, such as along riverfronts or in close 

proximity  to  industrial  districts.  Despite  these 

challenges,  Chinese  immigrants  worked  tirelessly  to 

establish businesses, social organizations, and temples, 
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creating  a  sense  of  community  and  belonging  in  a 

foreign land.

Chinatowns served as centers of  Chinese culture and 

identity.  They  were  home  to  temples,  schools,  and 

community organizations that helped to preserve and 

promote  Chinese  traditions  and  values.  Chinese 

immigrants also established businesses that catered to 

their  community's  needs,  such  as  grocery  stores, 

restaurants,  and  herbal  shops.  These  businesses  not 

only  provided  essential  goods  and  services  but  also 

served as gathering places for community members to 

socialize and connect with one another.

Chinatowns  also  played  a  significant  role  in  the 

economic development of Oregon. Chinese immigrants 

were  instrumental  in  the  construction  of  railroads, 

which  opened  up  the  state  to  trade  and  commerce. 

They also established successful businesses in various 

sectors,  including  agriculture,  fishing,  and 

manufacturing.  Chinese  entrepreneurship  and  hard 

14



work  contributed  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 

Oregon's economy.

However,  the  establishment  of  Chinatowns  was  not 

without  its  challenges.  Chinese  immigrants  faced 

discrimination  and  prejudice  from  the  dominant 

society.  They  were  often  subjected  to  violence, 

harassment,  and  legal  restrictions.  Despite  these 

challenges,  Chinese  Americans  persevered  and  built 

thriving communities that contributed to the social and 

cultural fabric of Oregon.

Chinatowns  in  Oregon  have  undergone  significant 

changes  over  the  years.  Urban renewal  projects  and 

gentrification have led to the displacement of Chinese 

residents  from  some  areas.  However,  Chinatowns 

continue to exist as vibrant and dynamic communities, 

serving  as  a  testament  to  the  resilience  and 

adaptability of Chinese Americans in Oregon.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 
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