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of Poverty

Introduction

Poverty is a complex and multifaceted issue that affects 

millions  of  people  around  the  world.  In  the  United 

States, despite being one of the wealthiest countries in 

the  world,  poverty  remains  a  persistent  problem. 

Millions  of  Americans  struggle  to  make  ends  meet, 

often working multiple  jobs  just  to  keep their  heads 

above water.

The causes of poverty are varied and interconnected. 

They include a lack of affordable housing, inadequate 

education  and  job  training,  discrimination,  and  a 

shortage  of  well-paying  jobs.  Poverty  can  also  be 

generational, passed down from parents to children.
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The consequences of poverty are devastating. Poverty 

can lead to food insecurity, homelessness, poor health, 

and a lack of access to education and other essential 

services.  It  can  also  contribute  to  crime  and  social 

unrest.

Poverty is not just a personal problem; it is a societal 

problem that affects us all. It is a drain on our economy 

and  a  threat  to  our  democracy.  When  people  are 

struggling to make ends meet, they are less likely to be 

able to contribute to their communities or participate 

fully in society.

We need to do more to address poverty in the United 

States.  We  need  to  invest  in  affordable  housing, 

education,  and  job  training.  We  need  to  raise  the 

minimum wage and provide more support for working 

families. We need to create a more just and equitable 

society where everyone has a fair shot at success.

Ending poverty is not just the right thing to do; it is also 

the smart thing to do. By investing in our people, we 
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can  create  a  more  prosperous  and  just  society  for 

everyone.
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Book Description

In  Entangled  Destinies:  Breaking  the  Cycle  of 

Poverty, Pasquale De Marco takes a deep dive into the 

complex  issue  of  poverty  in  America,  exploring  its 

causes, consequences, and potential solutions. Drawing 

on extensive  research  and real-life  stories,  this  book 

provides a comprehensive and compassionate look at 

the struggles faced by millions of Americans living in 

poverty.

Pasquale De Marco argues that poverty is not simply a 

matter  of  individual  failure,  but  rather  a  systemic 

problem rooted in a lack of opportunity and resources. 

He  examines  the  various  factors  that  contribute  to 

poverty,  including  inadequate  education,  lack  of 

affordable housing,  discrimination,  and a shortage of 

well-paying  jobs.  He  also  explores  the  devastating 

consequences  of  poverty,  such  as  food  insecurity, 

homelessness, poor health, and social isolation.
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But Entangled Destinies is not just a story of despair. 

It  is  also a story of hope and resilience.  Pasquale De 

Marco  highlights  the  inspiring  stories  of  individuals 

and  communities  who  have  overcome  poverty  and 

achieved  success.  He  also  provides  a  roadmap  for 

policymakers  and  everyday  citizens  to  help  end 

poverty in America.

With its  powerful  narrative and actionable solutions, 

Entangled Destinies is  a  must-read for  anyone who 

cares about social justice and the future of our country. 

It  is a call  to action for all  of us to work together to 

create  a  more  just  and  equitable  society  where 

everyone has a fair shot at success. 
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Chapter 1: The Poverty Puzzle

Roots of Poverty

Poverty  is  a  complex  issue  with  a  multitude  of 

contributing factors. Some of the most common roots of 

poverty include:

 Lack  of  opportunity: Poverty  is  often 

concentrated  in  certain  geographic  areas  or 

communities, where people have limited access 

to  education,  job  training,  and other  resources 

that  can  help  them  improve  their  economic 

situation.

 Discrimination: People  who  experience 

discrimination  based  on  their  race,  ethnicity, 

gender,  sexual  orientation,  or  other 

characteristics may face barriers to employment, 

housing, and other opportunities that can lead to 

poverty.
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 Generational  poverty: Poverty  can  be  passed 

down from generation togeneration, as children 

who  grow  up  in  poverty  are  more  likely  to 

experience  poverty  as  adults.  This  is  due  to  a 

number  of  factors,  including  lack  of  access  to 

quality education and job training, as well as the 

negative  impact  of  poverty  on  physical  and 

mental health.

 Economic inequality: The gap between the rich 

and the poor has been growing wider in recent 

decades,  and  this  inequality  can  contribute  to 

poverty. When the wealthy have more resources 

and opportunities than the poor, it can make it 

difficult for people to move out of poverty.

 Social  welfare  policies: Government  policies 

can  also  contribute  to  poverty.  For  example, 

policies that make it difficult for people to access 

affordable  housing,  healthcare,  and  other 

essential services can make it more difficult for 

people to escape poverty.
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These  are  just  some  of  the  many  factors  that  can 

contribute to poverty. It is important to understand the 

complex causes of poverty in order to develop effective 

solutions to address it.
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Chapter 1: The Poverty Puzzle

Defining Poverty

Poverty is a complex and multifaceted issue that affects 

millions of people around the world. There is no single 

definition of poverty, as it can vary depending on the 

context  and  the  country  in  question.  However,  in 

general,  poverty is defined as a lack of the resources 

necessary  to  meet  basic  needs,  such  as  food,  water, 

shelter, clothing, and healthcare.

There  are  two  main  ways  of  measuring  poverty: 

absolute  poverty  and  relative  poverty.  Absolute 

poverty  is  defined  as  living  on  less  than  a  certain 

amount  of  money  per  day,  which  is  typically  set  by 

international  organizations  such  as  the  World  Bank. 

Relative poverty, on the other hand, is defined as living 

in a household with an income that is below a certain 

percentage of the median income in a given country.
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In the United States, the official poverty line is set by 

the U.S. Census Bureau. For 2023, the poverty line for a 

family of four is $27,750 per year. This means that a 

family  of  four  with  an  income  below  $27,750  is 

considered to be living in poverty.

Poverty  rates  vary  significantly  across  different 

countries  and regions.  According to  the World Bank, 

over  700  million  people  worldwide  live  in  extreme 

poverty, which is defined as living on less than $1.90 

per  day.  In  the  United  States,  the  poverty  rate  was 

11.4% in 2020, which means that over 37 million people 

were living in poverty.

Poverty  is  a  serious  problem  that  has  a  devastating 

impact  on  individuals,  families,  and  communities. 

People living in poverty are more likely to experience 

food insecurity, homelessness, poor health, and social 

isolation.  They  are  also  more  likely  to  be  victims  of 

crime and violence.
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Poverty is not simply a matter of individual failure. It is 

a  systemic  problem caused  by  a  lack  of  opportunity 

and  resources.  Factors  such  as  discrimination, 

inadequate  education,  and  a  shortage  of  well-paying 

jobs all contribute to poverty.
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Chapter 1: The Poverty Puzzle

Measuring Poverty

Poverty is a complex and multifaceted issue, and there 

is  no  single  definition  that  is  universally  accepted. 

However, most experts agree that poverty is a state of 

deprivation  in  which  individuals  or  households  lack 

the resources necessary to meet their basic needs.

Measuring poverty is challenging, as there is no single 

metric that can adequately capture all aspects of this 

complex issue. The most common measure of poverty 

is the poverty line, which is a threshold income level 

below which individuals or households are considered 

to be poor. The poverty line is typically set at a level 

that  is  sufficient  to  cover  the  basic  costs  of  food, 

housing, and other essential goods and services.

The poverty line is a useful tool for measuring poverty, 

but it is also imperfect. One criticism of the poverty line 

is  that  it  is  a  static  measure  that  does  not  take  into 

12



account  the  cost  of  living  in  different  areas.  For 

example, the poverty line is the same for a family living 

in a rural area as it is for a family living in a large city, 

even  though  the  cost  of  living  is  typically  higher  in 

cities.

Another criticism of the poverty line is that it does not 

take  into  account  non-cash  benefits,  such  as  food 

stamps and housing subsidies. These benefits can help 

to reduce the economic hardship experienced by poor 

families,  but  they  are  not  counted  as  income  when 

determining poverty status.

Despite  its  limitations,  the  poverty  line  remains  the 

most  widely  used  measure  of  poverty  in  the  United 

States. It is used by government agencies, researchers, 

and  policymakers  to  track  poverty  trends  and  to 

evaluate the effectiveness of anti-poverty programs.

In addition to the poverty line, there are a number of 

other measures of poverty that are used by researchers 

and policymakers. These measures include the poverty 
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gap, which measures the difference between a family's 

income  and  the  poverty  line,  and  the  poverty  rate, 

which is the percentage of the population that is living 

in poverty.

Measuring  poverty  is  an  important  step  in 

understanding and addressing this  complex issue.  By 

measuring poverty,  we can track trends,  identify the 

populations  that  are  most  at  risk,  and  evaluate  the 

effectiveness of anti-poverty programs.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 
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