Fiery Quills: Literary Feuds and Famous

Fracases

Introduction

Words, like swords, can cut deep, leaving wounds that
never fully heal. In the literary world, feuds and
rivalries have raged for centuries, fueling creativity
and shaping the course of literary history. From
Shakespeare's bitter exchanges with his
contemporaries to the modern-day battles between
literary giants, these conflicts have provided a rich
source of entertainment and insight for readers and

writers alike.

In this captivating book, we delve into the fiery world
of literary feuds, exploring the personal animosities,
artistic differences, and cultural clashes that have

ignited some of the most memorable literary battles.



We'll witness the war of words between Shakespeare
and Ben Jonson, the bitter rivalry between Edgar Allan
Poe and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and the epic
showdown between Ernest Hemingway and William

Faulkner.

We'll also examine the feuds that have shaped the
literary landscape of our time, from the Oprah-James
Oprah-James battle of the book clubs to the ongoing
controversy surrounding J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter
series. Along the way, we'll encounter a cast of
unforgettable characters, from the eccentric Ezra
Pound to the enigmatic J.D. Salinger, all of whom have

played a role in the grand tapestry of literary conflict.

Some feuds are sparked by personal animosity, while
others stem from deep-seated artistic differences. Some
are fueled by envy, while others are driven by a desire
to protect one's reputation or legacy. But regardless of

their origins, literary feuds have left an undeniable



mark on the world of literature, shaping the way we

read, write, and think about the written word.

So sit back, relax, and prepare to be entertained as we
delve into the fascinating world of literary feuds. From
the hilarious to the heartbreaking, from the petty to the
profound, these stories of conflict, rivalry, and
redemption offer a unique glimpse into the human

psyche and the creative process.



Book Description

Dive into the captivating world of literary feuds, where
words ignite like flames and reputations are put to the
test. From Shakespeare's bitter exchanges with his
contemporaries to the modern-day battles between
literary giants, this book explores the personal
animosities, artistic differences, and cultural clashes
that have fueled some of the most memorable literary

conflicts.

You'll witness the war of words between Shakespeare
and Ben Jonson, the bitter rivalry between Edgar Allan
Poe and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and the epic
showdown between Ernest Hemingway and William
Faulkner. We'll also examine the feuds that have
shaped the literary landscape of our time, from the
Oprah-James Oprah-James battle of the book clubs to
the ongoing controversy surrounding J.K. Rowling's

Harry Potter series.



Along the way, you'll encounter a cast of unforgettable
characters, from the eccentric Ezra Pound to the
enigmatic J.D. Salinger, all of whom have played a role
in the grand tapestry of literary conflict. Some feuds
are sparked by personal animosity, while others stem
from deep-seated artistic differences. Some are fueled
by envy, while others are driven by a desire to protect

one's reputation or legacy.

But regardless of their origins, literary feuds have left
an undeniable mark on the world of literature, shaping
the way we read, write, and think about the written
word. So sit back, relax, and prepare to be entertained
as we delve into the fascinating world of literary feuds.
From the hilarious to the heartbreaking, from the petty
to the profound, these stories of conflict, rivalry, and
redemption offer a unique glimpse into the human

psyche and the creative process.

This book is a must-read for anyone interested in

literature, writing, or the human condition. It's a



fascinating and entertaining look at the behind-the-
scenes drama that has shaped the literary world for

centuries.



Chapter 1: The Bard's Battleground

Shakespearean Slams

In the annals of literary history, few feuds burn
brighter than the rivalry between William Shakespeare
and his contemporaries. These literary giants clashed
in a war of words that produced some of the most
venomous and unforgettable insults in the English

language.

One of Shakespeare's most famous feuds was with the
playwright Robert Greene. In his 1592 pamphlet "A
Groats-Worth of Wit,” Greene launched a scathing
attack on Shakespeare, calling him an "upstart crow"
and a "tiger's heart wrapped in a player's hide."
Shakespeare retaliated in his play "Hamlet," in which

he satirized Greene as the character of Polonius.

Another of Shakespeare's rivals was the poet and
playwright Ben Jonson. Jonson was a respected figure

in the literary world, and his plays were often
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compared favorably to Shakespeare's. However, Jonson
was also known for his sharp wit and his willingness to
engage in literary duels. In his play "The Poetaster,"
Jonson parodied Shakespeare's "Julius Caesar,” and
Shakespeare responded in kind with "The Merry Wives
of Windsor,” in which he satirized Jonson as the

character of Master Slender.

The rivalry between Shakespeare and his
contemporaries was not simply a matter of personal
animosity. It was also a reflection of the changing
literary landscape of the Elizabethan era.
Shakespeare's plays were more popular with the
general public, while Jonson's plays were more highly
regarded by the literary establishment. This difference
in taste led to a great deal of tension between the two

playwrights and their supporters.

Despite  their feuds, Shakespeare and his
contemporaries also had a great deal of respect for

each other's work. In his poem "To the Memory of My



Beloved, the Author, Mr. William Shakespeare,” Ben
Jonson praised Shakespeare as "the soul of the age, /

The applause, delight, the wonder of our stage."

The rivalry Dbetween Shakespeare and his
contemporaries was a defining moment in the history
of English literature. It produced some of the most
memorable insults and satires in the language, and it

helped to shape the course of English drama.



Chapter 1: The Bard's Battleground

The Ben Jonson-Dekker Duel

The literary world of Elizabethan England was a
hotbed of rivalry and intrigue, and few feuds were as
bitter or as public as that between Ben Jonson and

Thomas Dekker.

Jonson, a towering figure in the literary landscape, was
known for his sharp wit and satirical verse. Dekker, on
the other hand, was a prolific playwright and
pamphleteer with a gift for comedy and social

commentary.

Their rivalry began in 1599, when Jonson took offense
to a satirical play by Dekker called "The Shoemaker's
Holiday." In the play, Dekker poked fun at Jonson's
pedantic nature and his habit of using classical

allusions in his work.

Jonson retaliated with a play of his own, "Every Man

Out of His Humour," in which he caricatured Dekker as
10



a character named Sogliardo. Dekker responded with
another play, "Satiromastix," in which he mercilessly

lampooned Jonson as a "play-dresser” and a "gull."

The feud escalated into a public slanging match, with
both men exchanging insults and accusations in print.
Jonson called Dekker a "rogue" and a "base fellow,"
while Dekker accused Jonson of being a "plagiary" and

a "coward."

The feud reached its peak in 1602, when Jonson and
Dekker were both involved in the so-called "War of the
Theatres." This was a series of plays and pamphlets in
which the two men and their supporters traded barbs

and insults.

The "War of the Theatres" ended with Jonson's play
"The Poetaster,” in which he finally got the better of
Dekker. In the play, Jonson portrayed Dekker as a
character named Demetrius Fannius, a ridiculous and

incompetent poet.
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Dekker never fully recovered from this blow, and his
career went into decline. Jonson, on the other hand,
went on to become one of the most celebrated writers

of his time.

The feud between Jonson and Dekker is a fascinating
example of the personal and artistic rivalries that have
shaped the history of literature. It is a reminder that
even the greatest writers are not immune to the

pettiness and jealousy that can fuel conflict.
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Chapter 1: The Bard's Battleground

Literary Larceny: Marlowe vs. Kyd

In the annals of literary history, few feuds have been as
acrimonious or consequential as the one between
Christopher Marlowe and Thomas Kyd. Both men were
brilliant playwrights, writing at the height of the
Elizabethan era, and their rivalry would leave an

indelible mark on English literature.

Marlowe, the older and more established of the two,
was a literary giant. His plays, such as "Tamburlaine
the Great" and "Doctor Faustus," were groundbreaking
in their use of language and their exploration of dark
and dangerous themes. Kyd, on the other hand, was a
rising star, best known for his play "The Spanish
Tragedy," a revenge tragedy that would become one of

the most popular plays of the era.

The rivalry between Marlowe and Kyd began in 1589,

when Kyd accused Marlowe of stealing from his play
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"The Spanish Tragedy." Marlowe, in turn, accused Kyd
of being a plagiarist himself, and the two men
exchanged a series of bitter letters in which they

hurled insults and accusations at each other.

The feud between Marlowe and Kyd went beyond
personal animosity. It also reflected the intense
competition and rivalry that existed within the literary
world of Elizabethan England. Playwrights were
constantly vying for the attention of patrons and
audiences, and they were often willing to resort to

underhanded tactics to gain an advantage.

The feud between Marlowe and Kyd reached its climax
in 1593, when Marlowe was killed in a tavern brawl.
The circumstances surrounding his death are still
shrouded in mystery, but some historians believe that

Kyd may have been involved in his murder.

Whether or not Kyd was responsible for Marlowe's
death, the feud between the two men had a profound

impact on English literature. Marlowe's death cut short
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a brilliant career, and it robbed the world of one of its
greatest playwrights. Kyd, on the other hand, continued
to write, but his work was never able to match the

brilliance of his earlier plays.

The feud between Marlowe and Kyd is a reminder of
the dark side of human nature. It is a story of jealousy,
ambition, and revenge, and it shows how even the most
talented and creative people can be consumed by their

own worst impulses.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.

16



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: The Bard's Battleground * Shakespearean
Slams * The Ben Jonson-Dekker Duel * Literary
Larceny: Marlowe vs. Kyd * A Pope-Swift Satirical

Showdown * The Romantic Rivalry: Byron vs. Shelley

Chapter 2: American Animosity * The Poe-Longfellow
Feud * Melville's Moby Madness * Twain's Gilded Age
Gripes * Hemingway's Literary Lions * The Faulkner-

Wolfe War of Words

Chapter 3: Modernist Masters * Eliot's Critical
Catfights * Pound's Poundings * Joyce's Literary
Labyrinth * Woolf's Bloomsbury Brawls * Fitzgerald's
Jazz Age Feuds

Chapter 4: Postmodern Provocations * Barth's
Postmodern Pranksterism * Pynchon's Gravity's
Rainbow Ruckus * DeLillo's White Noise Wars *
Atwood's Feminist Firestorms * Rushdie's Satanic

Verses Saga

17



Chapter 5: Contemporary Clash * The Oprah-James
Battle of the Book Clubs * King's Constant Controversy *
Rowling's Wizarding World Wars * Adichie's Feminist
Feud * The Literary Smackdown of Murakami vs.

Haruki

Chapter 6: Beyond the Page * Hemingway's
Hemingway * Kerouac's On the Road Rampage *
Salinger's Catcher in the Rye Rebellion * Plath's Poetic

Provocation * Bukowski's Barroom Brawls

Chapter 7: Literary Legends * The Tolstoy-Dostoevsky
Duel * The Chekhov-Gorky Grudge * The Balzac-Hugo
Rivalry * The Flaubert-Zola Feud * The Dickens-
Thackeray Tiff

Chapter 8: International Ink Wars * The Garcia
Marquez-Vargas Llosa Feud * The Neruda-Borges Battle
* The Rushdie-Pamuk Provocation * The Orhan Pamuk-
Elif Shafak Showdown * The Haruki Murakami-Banana

Yoshimoto Rivalry

18



Chapter 9: The Battle of the Sexes * Austen's Pride
and Prejudice * The Bronté Sisters' Sibling Rivalry *
George Eliot's Gender-Bending Battles * Woolf's

Feminist Feud * Adichie's Feminist Firestorms

Chapter 10: The Critics' Corner * The New York Times
vs. The New Yorker * The Paris Review vs. Granta * The
London Review of Books vs. The Times Literary
Supplement * The National Book Critics Circle vs. The
Pulitzer Prize * The Goncourt Academy vs. The Femina

Prize

19



This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.

20



	Fiery Quills: Literary Feuds and Famous Fracases
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: The Bard's Battleground
	Shakespearean Slams

	Chapter 1: The Bard's Battleground
	The Ben Jonson-Dekker Duel

	Chapter 1: The Bard's Battleground
	Literary Larceny: Marlowe vs. Kyd

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

