
Soft Focus

Introduction

Soft  Focus  is  the  most  comprehensive  guide  to 

Photoshop  Elements  for  photographers  of  all  skill 

levels.  Whether  you're  just  starting  out  or  you're  a 

seasoned pro, you'll find everything you need to know 

to create stunning images with Photoshop Elements.

Soft  Focus  is  packed  with  clear,  step-by-step 

instructions, full-color screenshots, and helpful tips and 

tricks. You'll learn how to:

 Edit  and  enhance  your  photos  with  Photoshop 

Elements' powerful tools

 Create stunning photo montages and collages

 Retouch and restore old and damaged photos

 Prepare your images for the web and print
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 Explore advanced techniques like HDR imaging 

and working with RAW files

With  Soft  Focus,  you'll  be  able  to  take  your 

photography to the next level.

Soft  Focus  is  the  perfect  resource  for  anyone  who 

wants  to  learn  how  to  use  Photoshop  Elements  to 

create beautiful and memorable images. With its clear 

and concise instructions, you'll  be up and running in 

no time.

So what are you waiting for? Order your copy of Soft 

Focus today and start creating amazing images!

Soft Focus is the ultimate guide to Photoshop Elements. 

With its clear and concise instructions, you'll be up and 

running in no time. Order your copy today and start 

creating amazing images!
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Book Description

Soft  Focus  is  the  most  comprehensive  guide  to 

Photoshop  Elements  for  photographers  of  all  skill 

levels.

With Soft Focus, you'll learn how to:

 Edit  and  enhance  your  photos  with  Photoshop 

Elements' powerful tools

 Create stunning photo montages and collages

 Retouch and restore old and damaged photos

 Prepare your images for the web and print

 Explore advanced techniques like HDR imaging 

and working with RAW files

Soft  Focus  is  packed  with  clear,  step-by-step 

instructions, full-color screenshots, and helpful tips and 

tricks.  Whether  you're  just  starting  out  or  you're  a 

seasoned pro, you'll find everything you need to know 

to create stunning images with Photoshop Elements.
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With  Soft  Focus,  you'll  be  able  to  take  your 

photography to the next level.

Soft  Focus  is  the  perfect  resource  for  anyone  who 

wants  to  learn  how  to  use  Photoshop  Elements  to 

create beautiful and memorable images. With its clear 

and concise instructions, you'll  be up and running in 

no time.

So what are you waiting for? Order your copy of Soft 

Focus today and start creating amazing images!

Soft Focus is the ultimate guide to Photoshop Elements. 

With its clear and concise instructions, you'll be up and 

running in no time. Order your copy today and start 

creating amazing images!
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Chapter 1: The Power of Layers

Understanding the concept of layers

Layers  are one of  the most  fundamental  concepts  in 

Photoshop Elements. They allow you to create complex 

images  by  combining  multiple  elements,  such  as 

photos, graphics, and text. You can think of layers as 

being  like  sheets  of  acetate  stacked  on  top  of  each 

other. Each layer can contain its own image or element, 

and you can control the opacity,  blending mode, and 

position of each layer to create different effects.

One of the most important things to understand about 

layers is that they are non-destructive. This means that 

you can make changes to a layer without affecting the 

underlying layers. For example, you can crop a photo 

on one layer without affecting the other layers in the 

image. This makes it easy to experiment with different 

editing  techniques  without  having  to  worry  about 

ruining your original image.
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Layers  are  also  very  versatile.  You  can  use  them  to 

create a wide variety of effects, such as:

 Photo  montages: You  can  combine  multiple 

photos  into  a  single  image  to  create  a  photo 

montage.  For  example,  you  could  combine  a 

photo  of  yourself  with  a  photo  of  a  beach  to 

create  a  surreal  image of  yourself  standing on 

the beach.

 Collages: You can create collages by combining 

different images, graphics, and text. For example, 

you could create a collage of your favorite family 

photos or a collage of images from your favorite 

vacation.

 Text effects: You can use layers  to  create text 

effects,  such  as  drop  shadows,  bevels,  and 

gradients. You can also use layers to create text 

masks, which allow you to reveal or hide parts of 

an image based on the shape of the text.
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 Special  effects: You  can  use  layers  to  create 

special  effects,  such  as  blurs,  glows,  and 

distortions.  You  can  also  use  layers  to  create 

composite images, which combine elements from 

multiple  images  to  create  a  single,  cohesive 

image.

The  possibilities  are  endless  when it  comes  to  using 

layers in Photoshop Elements. With a little creativity, 

you can use layers to create stunning images that will 

impress your friends and family.
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Chapter 1: The Power of Layers

Creating, duplicating, and deleting layers

Layers  are  one  of  the  most  important  concepts  in 

Photoshop  Elements.  They  allow  you  to  work  on 

different  parts  of  an image independently,  making it 

easy to make changes without affecting the rest of the 

image.

To create a new layer, click on the "New Layer" button 

in the Layers panel. You can also create a new layer by 

dragging an image or selection onto the canvas.

Once you have created a layer, you can duplicate it by 

clicking on the "Duplicate Layer" button in the Layers 

panel. This will create a copy of the layer that you can 

then edit independently of the original layer.

To delete a layer, simply click on it in the Layers panel 

and press the "Delete" key. You can also delete a layer 

by dragging it to the trash can icon at the bottom of the 

Layers panel.
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Layers can be used for a variety of purposes, including:

 Combining multiple images: You can use layers 

to  combine  multiple  images  into  a  single 

composition.  This  can  be  useful  for  creating 

photo  collages,  montages,  and  other  creative 

projects.

 Adding text and graphics: You can use layers to 

add text and graphics to your images. This can be 

useful  for  creating  titles,  captions,  logos,  and 

other design elements.

 Adjusting the color and tone of an image: You 

can use layers to adjust the color and tone of an 

image. This can be useful for correcting exposure 

problems, enhancing colors, and creating special 

effects.

 Creating  masks  and  selections: You  can  use 

layers to create masks and selections. This can be 

useful for isolating parts of an image, removing 

unwanted objects, and creating special effects.
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Layers are a powerful tool that can be used to create a 

wide  variety  of  effects  in  Photoshop  Elements.  By 

understanding how to  use layers,  you can take your 

image editing skills to the next level.
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Chapter 1: The Power of Layers

Adjusting Layer Opacity and Blending Modes

Layers are the foundation of non-destructive editing in 

Photoshop Elements. They allow you to make changes 

to  your  images  without  permanently  altering  the 

original pixels. This makes it easy to experiment with 

different  effects  and  techniques  without  worrying 

about ruining your work.

One  of  the  most  important  things  you  can  do  with 

layers  is  adjust  their  opacity  and  blending  modes. 

Opacity controls how transparent a layer is, while the 

blending mode determines how the colors on that layer 

interact with the colors on the layers below it.

Opacity

Opacity can be adjusted using the slider in the Layers 

panel.  The  higher  the  opacity,  the  more  visible  the 

layer  will  be.  Conversely,  the  lower  the  opacity,  the 

more transparent the layer will be.
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You can use opacity to create many different effects. 

For example, you can:

 Fade in or fade out an object

 Create a vignette

 Add a subtle texture to an image

 Create a soft shadow

Blending Modes

Blending modes determine how the colors on a layer 

interact with the colors on the layers below it.  There 

are  many  different  blending  modes  available,  each 

with its own unique effect.

Some of the most popular blending modes include:

 Normal: This  is  the  default  blending  mode.  It 

simply overlays the colors on the current layer 

with the colors on the layers below it.

 Multiply: This blending mode darkens the colors 

on  the  current  layer.  It's  often  used  to  create 

shadows or add depth to an image.
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 Screen: This blending mode lightens the colors 

on  the  current  layer.  It's  often  used  to  create 

highlights or add a bright, airy feel to an image.

 Overlay: This  blending  mode  combines  the 

effects  of  the  Multiply  and  Screen  blending 

modes.  It  can  be  used  to  create  a  variety  of 

different effects, depending on the colors on the 

layers involved.

Combining Opacity and Blending Modes

By  combining  opacity  and  blending  modes,  you  can 

create  an  infinite  number  of  different  effects. 

Experiment with different settings to see what you can 

create.

Here  are  a  few  tips  for  using  opacity  and  blending 

modes:

 Use low opacity to create subtle effects.

 Use high opacity to create dramatic effects.
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 Experiment  with  different  blending  modes  to 

create unique effects.

 Combine opacity and blending modes to create 

complex effects.

Adjusting  layer  opacity  and  blending  modes  is  a 

powerful  way  to  create  stunning  images  with 

Photoshop  Elements.  With  a  little  experimentation, 

you'll be able to master these techniques and take your 

photography to the next level.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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