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Introduction

The  vice  presidency  is  one  of  the  most  unique  and 

fascinating offices in the world. It is a position that is 

both  powerful  and  powerless,  important  and 

insignificant, visible and invisible.

The vice president is the second-highest ranking official 

in the United States government, and yet the office has 

no real  power.  The vice president does not  have the 

authority  to  make  laws,  veto  legislation,  or  appoint 

cabinet  members.  The  vice  president's  only 

constitutional duty is to preside over the Senate, a role 

that is largely ceremonial.

Despite its  lack of  formal power,  the vice presidency 

can be a very influential position. The vice president is 
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the president's  closest  adviser,  and can play a  major 

role in shaping policy. The vice president can also be a 

powerful  advocate  for  the  president's  agenda  on 

Capitol Hill and in the media.

In  recent  years,  the  vice  presidency  has  become 

increasingly important. This is due in part to the rise of 

the  modern  presidency.  The  modern  president  is 

expected to be a leader on a wide range of issues, both 

domestic and foreign. This has led to a greater reliance 

on the vice  president  to  help manage the day-to-day 

operations of the government.

The vice presidency is also becoming more important 

because  of  the  growing  polarization  of  American 

politics.  In  a  divided  government,  the  vice  president 

can play a key role in bridging the gap between the two 

parties.  The  vice  president  can  also  help  to  build 

consensus on important issues, and can be a valuable 

asset to the president in negotiating with Congress.
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The  vice  presidency  is  a  complex  and  challenging 

office.  It  is  a  position  that  requires  a  unique 

combination  of  skills  and  experience.  The  vice 

president must be a skilled politician, a wise adviser, 

and a loyal friend to the president. The vice president 

must also be prepared to step into the presidency at a 

moment's notice.

The vice presidency is an American institution that has 

evolved over time. It is an office that is both powerful 

and powerless, important and insignificant, visible and 

invisible.  It  is a position that is both challenging and 

rewarding.
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Book Description

The  vice  presidency  is  one  of  the  most  unique  and 

fascinating offices in the world. It is a position that is 

both  powerful  and  powerless,  important  and 

insignificant, visible and invisible.

In  Vice  Presidents:  The  Veep's  Guide  to  the 

American Presidency,  political scientist Dr. Jane Doe 

takes a comprehensive look at the history, powers, and 

challenges  of  the  vice  presidency.  Drawing  on 

extensive  research  and  interviews  with  former  vice 

presidents and their staffs, Dr. Doe provides a behind-

the-scenes look at this often misunderstood office.

Dr. Doe begins by examining the constitutional role of 

the vice president and how it has evolved over time. 

She then discusses the process by which vice presidents 

are selected and the challenges they face in working 

with  the  president.  Dr.  Doe  also  explores  the  vice 
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president's relationship with Congress, the public, and 

the media.

One of the most important roles of the vice president is 

to  be  prepared  to  step  into  the  presidency  at  a 

moment's  notice.  Dr.  Doe examines the challenges of 

this  transition  and  the  impact  it  can  have  on  the 

country.  She  also  discusses  the  role  of  the  vice 

president in times of crisis, such as the assassination of 

a president or a terrorist attack.

Vice Presidents: The Veep's Guide to the American 

Presidency is an essential read for anyone interested 

in American politics and history. It is a fascinating and 

informative look at one of the most important offices in 

the world. 
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Chapter  1:  The  Role  of  the  Vice 

President

The Constitutional Role of the Vice President

The vice president of the United States is the second-

highest  ranking  official  in  the  United  States 

government, after the president. The vice president is 

elected at the same time as the president, and serves a 

four-year  term.  Although  the  vice  presidency  is  a 

powerful  position,  the  office has  no  real  power.  The 

vice  president  does  not  have  the  authority  to  make 

laws, veto legislation, or appoint cabinet members. The 

vice president's  only constitutional duty is  to preside 

over  the  Senate,  although  this  role  is  mostly 

ceremonial.

The framers of the Constitution did not intend for the 

vice president to play a major role in the government. 

They  envisioned  the  vice  president  as  a  spare  tire, 

someone who would only step into the presidency if 
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the  president  died,  resigned,  or  was  removed  from 

office.  However,  over  time,  the  vice  presidency  has 

become more important. This is due in part to the rise 

of  the  modern  presidency.  The  modern  president  is 

expected to be a leader on a wide range of issues, both 

domestic and foreign. This has led to a greater reliance 

on the vice  president  to  help manage the day-to-day 

operations of the government.

The vice  president  can play  a  major  role  in  shaping 

policy.  The  vice  president  is  the  president's  closest 

adviser,  and can provide the president with valuable 

insights and advice. The vice president can also be a 

powerful  advocate  for  the  president's  agenda  on 

Capitol  Hill  and  in  the  media.  Additionally,  the  vice 

president  can  play  a  key  role  in  bridging  the  gap 

between the two parties. In a divided government, the 

vice  president  can  help  to  build  consensus  on 

important  issues,  and can be a  valuable  asset  to  the 

president in negotiating with Congress.
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The  vice  presidency  is  a  complex  and  challenging 

office.  It  is  a  position  that  requires  a  unique 

combination  of  skills  and  experience.  The  vice 

president must be a skilled politician, a wise adviser, 

and a loyal friend to the president. The vice president 

must also be prepared to step into the presidency at a 

moment's notice.
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Chapter  1:  The  Role  of  the  Vice 

President

The  Historical  Evolution  of  the  Vice 

Presidency

The  vice  presidency  is  a  relatively  new  office  in 

American history. The first vice president, John Adams, 

was not elected to the position but rather chosen by the 

Electoral  College  along  with  President  George 

Washington.  For  the  first  several  decades  of  the 

nation's  history,  the  vice  presidency  was  largely  a 

ceremonial  office.  The  vice  president's  only 

constitutional duty was to preside over the Senate, and 

the position was often seen as a consolation prize for 

those who had lost the presidential election.

In the early 1800s, the vice presidency began to take on 

a more significant role in American politics. This was 

due  in  part  to  the  rise  of  political  parties.  The  vice 

president became the running mate of the presidential 
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candidate,  and the two positions were often filled by 

men from different regions of the country in order to 

appeal to a wider range of voters.

The vice presidency became even more important in 

the 20th century. This was due in part to the rise of the 

modern presidency. The modern president is expected 

to be a leader on a wide range of issues, both domestic 

and foreign. This has led to a greater reliance on the 

vice  president  to  help  manage  the  day-to-day 

operations of the government.

In  recent  years,  the  vice  presidency  has  become 

increasingly  important.  This  is  due  in  part  to  the 

growing polarization of American politics. In a divided 

government, the vice president can play a key role in 

bridging  the  gap  between  the  two  parties.  The  vice 

president  can  also  help  to  build  consensus  on 

important  issues,  and can be a  valuable  asset  to  the 

president in negotiating with Congress.
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The  vice  presidency  is  a  complex  and  challenging 

office.  It  is  a  position  that  requires  a  unique 

combination  of  skills  and  experience.  The  vice 

president must be a skilled politician, a wise adviser, 

and a loyal friend to the president. The vice president 

must also be prepared to step into the presidency at a 

moment's notice.
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Chapter  1:  The  Role  of  the  Vice 

President

The Vice President as President of the Senate

The vice president's most visible constitutional role is 

as  president  of  the  Senate.  In  this  role,  the  vice 

president presides over the Senate's daily proceedings, 

recognizes senators who wish to speak, and casts tie-

breaking votes.

The vice president's role as president of the Senate is 

largely ceremonial.  The vice president does not have 

the  authority  to  introduce  legislation  or  to  vote  on 

legislation, except in the case of a tie. However, the vice 

president  can play  an important  role  in  shaping the 

Senate's  agenda  and  in  building  consensus  on 

important issues.

One of the most important powers of the vice president 

as president of the Senate is the ability to rule on points 

of order. A point of order is a question about whether 
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the  Senate  is  following  its  own  rules.  The  vice 

president's ruling on a point of order can be appealed 

to  the  full  Senate,  but  the  vice  president's  ruling  is 

usually upheld.

The vice president can also use his or her position to 

influence  the  Senate's  agenda.  For  example,  the  vice 

president can decide which bills to bring to a vote and 

which  amendments  to  allow.  The  vice  president  can 

also use his or her influence to persuade senators to 

vote for or against particular legislation.

In recent years, the vice president's role as president of 

the Senate has become increasingly important. This is 

due in  part  to  the growing polarization of  American 

politics. In a divided Senate, the vice president can play 

a  key  role  in  brokering  compromise  and  building 

consensus.

The vice president's role as president of the Senate is a 

complex and challenging one. It is a role that requires a 

deep  understanding  of  the  Senate's  rules  and 
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procedures, as well as the ability to build relationships 

with senators from both parties.

14



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 
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