
Children on the Edge: The Challenge of 

Education

Introduction

The  challenges  facing  homeless  children  in  America 

are  numerous  and  complex.  They  often  experience 

poverty, hunger, and health problems. They may also 

be victims of violence or abuse. These factors can make 

it difficult for them to succeed in school.

In  addition  to  the  challenges  they  face  outside  of 

school, homeless children also face unique challenges 

in  the  classroom.  They  may  be  behind  their  peers 

academically,  and  they  may  have  difficulty  paying 

attention or behaving well. They may also be bullied or 

teased by other students.

Despite the challenges they face, homeless children can 

and do succeed in school. With the right support, they 
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can overcome the obstacles they face and reach their 

full potential.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the 

issue of  homelessness  among children in America.  It 

covers the causes and consequences of homelessness, 

the legal framework for educating homeless children, 

and  the  role  of  schools,  teachers,  and  community 

agencies in addressing the needs of homeless children. 

The  book  also  discusses  the  importance  of  family 

engagement  and  the  impact  of  homelessness  on 

children's mental health.

This  book  is  an  essential  resource  for  anyone  who 

works  with  homeless  children,  including  educators, 

social workers, and policymakers. It is also a valuable 

resource for parents and advocates who are working to 

improve the lives of homeless children.

Homelessness  is  a  complex  issue  with  no  easy 

solutions. However, by working together, we can make 

a difference in the lives of homeless children. We can 
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ensure  that  they  have  access  to  the  education  and 

support they need to succeed in school and in life.
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Book Description

Children on the Edge:  The Challenge of  Education 

provides  a  comprehensive  overview  of  the  issue  of 

homelessness  among  children  in  America.  This 

groundbreaking  book  covers  the  causes  and 

consequences of homelessness, the legal framework for 

educating homeless children, and the role of schools, 

teachers,  and  community  agencies  in  addressing  the 

needs of homeless children. The book also discusses the 

importance  of  family  engagement  and the  impact  of 

homelessness on children's mental health.

Children  on  the  Edge is  an  essential  resource  for 

anyone who works with homeless children, including 

educators, social workers, and policymakers. It is also a 

valuable resource for parents and advocates who are 

working to improve the lives of homeless children.

In this book, you will learn about:
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 The  growing  number  of  homeless  children  in 

America and the causes of homelessness among 

children

 The  impact  of  homelessness  on  children's 

education  and  the  challenges  of  educating 

homeless children

 The  legal  framework  for  educating  homeless 

children and the role  of  schools,  teachers,  and 

community agencies in addressing the needs of 

homeless children

 The  importance  of  family  engagement  in 

educating homeless children and the impact of 

homelessness on children's mental health

 The challenges facing homeless children in the 

21st  century  and  the  need  for  innovative 

approaches to educating homeless children

Children on the Edge is a call to action for all of us to 

work together to ensure that homeless children have 
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access  to  the  education  and  support  they  need  to 

succeed in school and in life. 
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Chapter  1:  The  Plight  of  Homeless 

Children

1. The Growing Number of Homeless Children 

in America

Homelessness among children is a growing problem in 

the  United  States.  In  2020,  an  estimated  1.5  million 

children  experienced  homelessness  at  some  point 

during  the  year.  This  number  represents  a  10% 

increase from 2019.

The  causes  of  homelessness  among  children  are 

complex and varied. Some of the most common causes 

include  poverty,  family  instability,  and  lack  of 

affordable  housing.  Children  who  are  homeless  are 

more  likely  to  experience  a  range  of  negative 

outcomes,  including  poor  health,  educational 

difficulties, and mental health problems.
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The growing number of homeless children in America 

is  a  serious  problem  that  requires  urgent  attention. 

These  children  are  among  the  most  vulnerable 

members of our society, and they deserve our support 

and assistance.

The Impact of Homelessness on Children

Homelessness  has  a  devastating  impact  on  children. 

Children who are homeless are more likely to:

 Experience poverty and hunger

 Live in unsafe and unsanitary conditions

 Have health problems, such as asthma and lead 

poisoning

 Struggle in school and fall behind their peers

 Experience  mental  health  problems,  such  as 

depression and anxiety

 Be victims of violence or abuse
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The Causes of Homelessness Among Children

The  causes  of  homelessness  among  children  are 

complex and varied. Some of the most common causes 

include:

 Poverty: Children who live in poverty are more 

likely  to  experience homelessness.  In 2020,  the 

poverty rate for children in the United States was 

16.1%. This means that nearly one in six children 

in America lives in poverty.

 Family  instability:  Children  who  experience 

family  instability,  such  as  divorce  or  parental 

incarceration,  are  more  likely  to  become 

homeless.

 Lack of affordable housing: The cost of housing 

has been rising steadily in recent years, making 

it difficult for many families to afford a safe and 

stable place to live.
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The Need for Action

The growing number of homeless children in America 

is  a  serious  problem  that  requires  urgent  attention. 

These  children  are  among  the  most  vulnerable 

members of our society, and they deserve our support 

and assistance.

There  are  a  number  of  things  that  can  be  done  to 

address the problem of homelessness among children. 

These include:

 Increasing  funding  for  affordable  housing 

programs

 Providing support services to families who are at 

risk of homelessness

 Improving  educational  opportunities  for 

homeless children

 Addressing the mental health needs of homeless 

children

 Raising awareness of the issue of homelessness 

among children
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By working together, we can make a difference in the 

lives  of  homeless  children.  We can  ensure  that  they 

have  access  to  the  safe  and  stable  housing,  the 

education,  and  the  support  services  they  need  to 

succeed in school and in life.
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Chapter  1:  The  Plight  of  Homeless 

Children

2.  The  Causes  of  Homelessness  Among 

Children

Homelessness among children is a complex issue with 

multiple contributing factors. Often, it is the result of a 

combination of circumstances that make it difficult for 

families to maintain stable housing.

One  of  the  most  common  causes  of  homelessness 

among  children  is  poverty.  Families  who  live  in 

poverty  are  more  likely  to  experience  housing 

instability and homelessness.  They may be unable to 

afford rent or a mortgage, or they may be forced to live 

in unsafe or unhealthy conditions.

Another  common  cause  of  homelessness  among 

children  is  family  instability.  Children  who  live  in 

families  experiencing  domestic  violence,  substance 
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abuse, or mental illness are more likely to experience 

homelessness.  These families  may be forced to  leave 

their homes to escape violence or abuse, or they may 

be unable to maintain a stable living environment.

Children who are part of the child welfare system are 

also at increased risk of homelessness. These children 

may be placed in foster care or group homes,  which 

can be unstable and temporary living situations. When 

children age out of the foster care system, they may be 

left without a safe and stable place to live.

Children who identify as LGBTQ+ are also more likely 

to  experience  homelessness.  They  may  face 

discrimination  and  rejection  from  their  families  and 

communities, which can make it difficult for them to 

find safe and stable housing.

In addition to these individual factors,  there are also 

structural  factors  that  contribute  to  homelessness 

among children.  These include the lack of  affordable 
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housing, the high cost of childcare, and the low wages 

that many parents earn.

Homelessness is a devastating experience for children. 

It can lead to a variety of health problems, educational 

problems,  and  social  problems.  Children  who 

experience homelessness are more likely to suffer from 

physical and mental health problems, such as asthma, 

depression, and anxiety. They are also more likely to 

have difficulty  paying attention in  school  and to  fall 

behind  academically.  Homelessness  can  also  lead  to 

social isolation and stigma, which can make it difficult 

for  children  to  form  healthy  relationships  and  to 

succeed in school and in life.
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Chapter  1:  The  Plight  of  Homeless 

Children

3. The Impact of Homelessness on Children's 

Education

Homelessness  has a  devastating impact  on children's 

education.  Homeless  children  are  more  likely  to 

experience  academic  difficulties,  such  as  lower  test 

scores and higher dropout rates.  They are also more 

likely  to  have behavioral  problems and to  be absent 

from school more often.

There are a number of factors that contribute to the 

impact  of  homelessness  on children's  education.  One 

factor  is  the  lack  of  stability  in  homeless  children's 

lives.  Homeless  children  often  move  from  place  to 

place,  which can make it  difficult  for them to attend 

school regularly. They may also have difficulty finding 

a school that is willing to accept them, especially if they 

have special needs.
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Another  factor  that  contributes  to  the  impact  of 

homelessness  on  children's  education  is  the  lack  of 

access  to  resources.  Homeless  children  often  live  in 

poverty,  and  they  may  not  have  access  to  the  food, 

clothing, and other resources they need to succeed in 

school.  They  may  also  lack  access  to  computers  and 

other technology that is essential for schoolwork.

Finally,  homeless  children  often  experience 

discrimination  and  stigma.  They  may  be  bullied  or 

teased  by  their  peers,  and  they  may  be  treated 

differently by teachers and other school staff. This can 

make it difficult for them to feel successful in school.

The impact of homelessness on children's education is 

a  serious  problem.  It  is  a  problem that  has  a  ripple 

effect,  as  it  can  lead  to  lower  levels  of  educational 

attainment,  lower  levels  of  employment,  and  higher 

levels of poverty. It is a problem that we must address 

if we want to improve the lives of homeless children.
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There  are  a  number  of  things  that  can  be  done  to 

address  the  impact  of  homelessness  on  children's 

education. One important step is to provide homeless 

children  with  stable  housing.  This  will  give  them  a 

place to live where they can feel safe and secure. It will 

also make it easier for them to attend school regularly.

Another important step is to provide homeless children 

with access to the resources they need to succeed in 

school.  This  includes  providing  them  with  food, 

clothing,  and  other  basic  necessities.  It  also  includes 

providing  them  with  access  to  computers  and  other 

technology.

Finally,  it  is  important  to  address  the  discrimination 

and  stigma  that  homeless  children  often  experience. 

This  can  be  done  by  educating  teachers  and  other 

school  staff  about  the  challenges  that  homeless 

children face. It can also be done by creating a more 

welcoming  environment  for  homeless  children  in 

schools.
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By  taking  these  steps,  we  can  help  to  improve  the 

educational  outcomes  of  homeless  children.  We  can 

help  them  to  reach  their  full  potential  and  to  live 

successful lives.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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