
American Passion for Art

Introduction

Gilcrease  Museum,  a  crown  jewel  of  American  art, 

stands as a testament to the passion and vision of its 

founder, Thomas Gilcrease. Born in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 

in 1890, Gilcrease was a man of humble origins who 

rose to prominence in the oil industry. But it was his 

deep  love  for  art  and  his  unwavering  belief  in  the 

importance  of  preserving  America's  artistic  heritage 

that truly set him apart.

Gilcrease began collecting art in the 1920s, amassing an 

eclectic  array  of  paintings,  sculptures,  artifacts,  rare 

books,  and  documents  that  spanned  centuries  and 

artistic styles. His collection reflected his belief that art 

is a universal language that transcends time and place, 

capable of uniting people from all walks of life.
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In 1938, Gilcrease opened the doors to his museum in 

Tulsa, Oklahoma, sharing his collection with the public. 

The museum quickly became a beloved destination for 

art enthusiasts and scholars alike, drawn to its unique 

and  comprehensive  holdings.  Gilcrease's  legacy 

extended beyond the walls of his museum. He was a 

generous patron of the arts, supporting artists and art 

institutions across the country. He also played a pivotal 

role  in  preserving  Native  American  art  and  culture, 

recognizing its  significance as an integral  part  of  the 

American story.

Today, Gilcrease Museum stands as a living testament 

to  the  transformative  power  of  art.  Its  collection 

continues to inspire and educate visitors from around 

the world, offering a glimpse into the rich tapestry of 

American  art  and  history.  Through  its  exhibitions, 

programs,  and  educational  initiatives,  the  museum 

fulfills Gilcrease's vision of making art accessible to all.
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As we embark on this journey through the treasures of 

Gilcrease Museum, we will explore the diverse artistic 

expressions  that  have  shaped American identity.  We 

will  encounter  iconic  works  of  art  that  capture  the 

nation's spirit, from the breathtaking landscapes of the 

Hudson  River  School  to  the  poignant  social 

commentary of the Ashcan School. We will also delve 

into  the  lives  and  stories  of  the  artists  who  created 

these masterpieces, gaining insights into their creative 

processes and the inspirations that fueled their work.

Whether you are an art aficionado or simply someone 

who appreciates beauty, we invite you to join us on this 

exploration of American art. Through the pages of this 

book,  may  you  discover  new  perspectives,  find 

inspiration,  and  deepen  your  appreciation  for  the 

enduring power of art.
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Book Description

Journey into the heart of American art and discover the 

treasures that lie within the walls of Gilcrease Museum. 

Through captivating stories and stunning visuals, this 

book  invites  you  to  explore  the  diverse  artistic 

expressions that have shaped the nation's identity.

From the breathtaking landscapes of the Hudson River 

School  to  the  poignant  social  commentary  of  the 

Ashcan School, American Passion for Art takes you on a 

visual  odyssey  through  the  centuries,  showcasing 

iconic  works  of  art  that  capture  the  nation's  spirit. 

Immerse yourself in the lives and minds of the artists 

who created these masterpieces,  gaining insights into 

their creative processes and the inspirations that fueled 

their work.

This  comprehensive  guide  to  Gilcrease  Museum's 

collection delves into the rich tapestry of American art, 

from  Native  American  artifacts  to  contemporary 
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installations. Discover the stories behind the paintings, 

sculptures, and artifacts, and learn how they reflect the 

nation's cultural heritage and evolving identity.

With  its  engaging  narrative  and  stunning  visuals, 

American Passion for Art is the perfect companion for 

art  enthusiasts,  history  buffs,  and  anyone  who 

appreciates  the  enduring  power  of  beauty.  Whether 

you're planning a visit to Gilcrease Museum or simply 

seeking a deeper understanding of American art, this 

book will captivate and inspire you.

Embark  on  this  artistic  journey  today  and  immerse 

yourself in the treasures of Gilcrease Museum. Let the 

art speak to you, challenge your perceptions, and ignite 

your passion for creativity.
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Chapter 1: Unveiling America's Artistic 

Heritage

1. Thomas Gilcrease: A Visionary Collector

Thomas Gilcrease,  a  man of  humble beginnings  who 

rose to prominence in the oil industry, harbored a deep 

passion for art and a profound belief in the importance 

of preserving America's artistic heritage. Born in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma,  in  1890,  Gilcrease  embarked  on  a 

remarkable  journey  that  would  forever  change  the 

landscape of American art.

Gilcrease's  fascination  with  art  began  in  the  1920s 

when he  started  collecting  Native  American artifacts 

and  paintings.  His  collection  quickly  grew  to 

encompass a wide range of artistic expressions, from 

traditional  Native  American  crafts  to  European 

masterworks. Driven by an insatiable curiosity and a 

keen eye for quality, Gilcrease sought out works that 
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spoke  to  the  heart  of  the  American  experience, 

capturing the nation's spirit and diversity.

As his collection grew, Gilcrease recognized the need to 

share his treasures with the public. In 1938, he opened 

the doors to the Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 

fulfilling his dream of creating a space where people 

could  come  to  appreciate  and  learn  from  the  art  of 

America.  The  museum  quickly  became  a  beloved 

destination for art enthusiasts and scholars, drawn to 

its unique and comprehensive holdings.

Gilcrease's legacy extended far beyond the walls of his 

museum.  He  was  a  generous  patron  of  the  arts, 

supporting  artists  and  art  institutions  across  the 

country.  He  also  played  a  pivotal  role  in  preserving 

Native  American  art  and  culture,  recognizing  its 

significance as an integral part of the American story. 

Through  his  unwavering  dedication  and  foresight, 

Gilcrease ensured that future generations would have 
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the opportunity to experience the beauty and power of 

American art.

Thomas Gilcrease's vision and passion for art continue 

to inspire and educate visitors to the Gilcrease Museum 

to this day. His collection stands as a testament to the 

transformative  power  of  art,  its  ability  to  bridge 

cultures, spark conversations, and connect people from 

all walks of life. Gilcrease's legacy lives on through the 

countless lives he touched and the enduring impact he 

had on the American art world.
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Chapter 1: Unveiling America's Artistic 

Heritage

2. The Birth of Gilcrease Museum: A Legacy 

Begins

In  the  heart  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  stands  a  cultural 

beacon that embodies the spirit  of  American art:  the 

Gilcrease Museum. Its inception owes its existence to 

the  vision  and  unwavering  passion  of  one  man, 

Thomas  Gilcrease,  a  self-made  oil  magnate  with  a 

profound appreciation for the arts.

Gilcrease's journey as a collector began humbly in the 

1920s, fueled by a deep-seated desire to preserve and 

celebrate the artistic legacy of his homeland. With an 

insatiable curiosity and a keen eye for talent, he sought 

out  exceptional  works of  art  that  resonated with the 

American  experience.  His  collection  grew 

exponentially over the years, encompassing paintings, 
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sculptures,  artifacts,  rare  books,  and  documents  that 

spanned centuries and artistic movements.

Driven by a belief in the transformative power of art, 

Gilcrease envisioned a museum that would house his 

cherished  collection  and  share  its  beauty  with  the 

world. In 1938, his dream became a reality when the 

Gilcrease  Museum  opened  its  doors  to  the  public, 

marking a pivotal moment in American art history.

The  museum's  inaugural  exhibition  showcased  a 

diverse  array  of  artworks,  from  the  majestic 

landscapes of the Hudson River School to the poignant 

social commentary of the Ashcan School. Visitors were 

captivated by the breadth and quality of the collection, 

which reflected Gilcrease's unwavering commitment to 

artistic excellence.

The  museum  quickly  gained  recognition  as  a 

preeminent  destination  for  art  lovers  and  scholars 

alike.  Its  reputation  grew,  attracting  visitors  from 

across  the country and beyond,  eager  to  witness  the 
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treasures housed within its walls. Gilcrease's vision had 

come to fruition: the Gilcrease Museum had become a 

sanctuary for American art, a place where people could 

connect with the nation's rich cultural heritage through 

the power of artistic expression.

Beyond its walls, Gilcrease's influence extended far and 

wide.  He  became  a  generous  patron  of  the  arts, 

supporting  artists  and  art  institutions  across  the 

country. His philanthropy extended to Native American 

art  and  culture,  recognizing  its  significance  as  an 

integral part of the American story.

Gilcrease's legacy continues to shape the American art 

landscape.  The  Gilcrease  Museum  stands  as  a 

testament to his unwavering passion and his belief in 

the  power  of  art  to  inspire,  educate,  and  unite.  Its 

collection serves as a touchstone for understanding the 

nation's artistic journey, from its humble beginnings to 

its vibrant present.
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Chapter 1: Unveiling America's Artistic 

Heritage

3.  Preserving  the  Past  and  Shaping  the 

Future

In  the  realm  of  American  art,  preservation  and 

innovation are two sides of the same coin. Preserving 

the past  ensures a  connection to  the nation's  artistic 

legacy,  while  shaping  the  future  requires  embracing 

new ideas and pushing creative boundaries.

Throughout  history,  art  has  served  as  a  mirror  to 

society,  reflecting  its  values,  beliefs,  and  aspirations. 

From the intricate designs of Native American pottery 

to the bold strokes of abstract expressionism, American 

art tells the story of a nation's journey. By preserving 

these  works,  we  safeguard  a  tangible  piece  of  that 

history,  ensuring  that  future  generations  can  learn 

from and appreciate the artistic achievements of their 

ancestors.
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Preservation  efforts  extend  beyond  the  physical 

safeguarding  of  artworks.  They  also  encompass  the 

documentation  and  interpretation  of  these  works, 

ensuring  that  their  significance  and  context  are 

understood.  Through  exhibitions,  publications,  and 

educational  programs,  museums and galleries  play a 

crucial  role  in  preserving  and  sharing  America's 

artistic heritage.

However, preservation alone is not enough to ensure 

the vitality of American art. The nation's artistic legacy 

must also be shaped by new voices and perspectives, 

by  artists  who  challenge  conventions  and  explore 

uncharted  territories.  This  requires  an  environment 

that encourages experimentation, risk-taking, and the 

free exchange of ideas.

Supporting  living  artists  is  essential  to  the  future  of 

American  art.  This  can  be  done  through  grants, 

residencies, and other forms of financial assistance. It 

also means creating opportunities for artists to exhibit 
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their  work,  connect  with  audiences,  and  engage  in 

dialogue with other artists and cultural practitioners.

By  striking  a  balance  between  preservation  and 

innovation,  America  can  ensure  that  its  artistic 

heritage remains vibrant and relevant for generations 

to  come.  The  nation's  museums  and  galleries  must 

continue to safeguard the works of the past, while also 

creating spaces where new artistic voices can flourish. 

Only then can American art truly reflect the nation's 

ever-evolving identity.

The preservation of  America's  artistic  heritage is  not 

merely an act of nostalgia; it  is an investment in the 

future.  By  connecting  with  the  past,  we  can  gain 

insights into who we are as a nation and where we are 

headed. By supporting living artists, we can ensure that 

the  nation's  artistic  legacy  continues  to  evolve  and 

inspire.  In  this  way,  preservation  and  innovation  go 

hand in hand, shaping the future of American art.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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