
Curiosities of the Literary World

Introduction

Welcome to a literary adventure that delves into the 

fascinating  world  of  books  and  the  extraordinary 

minds  that  create  them.  Curiosities  of  the  Literary 

World takes you on a captivating journey through the 

hidden corners  of  the  literary  landscape,  uncovering 

the captivating secrets  and intriguing curiosities  that 

surround the written word.

Prepare  to  encounter  the  eccentricities  of  literary 

giants,  whose  peculiar  habits  and  unusual  passions 

have left  an indelible mark on their  works.  Discover 

the tantalizing tales of lost manuscripts and mysterious 

forgeries  that  have  captivated  the  imaginations  of 

readers for centuries. Witness the fierce rivalries and 

bitter feuds that have fueled some of the most iconic 

literary masterpieces.
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Unravel the controversial classics that have challenged 

societal norms and sparked heated debates. Explore the 

astonishing cases of literary inspiration, where dreams, 

visions,  and  real-life  experiences  have  ignited  the 

creative  spark.  Immerse  yourself  in  the  enchanting 

worlds  of  fantasy  and  science  fiction,  where 

imagination knows no bounds.

Throughout this captivating exploration, you'll uncover 

the  remarkable  influence  of  literature  on  society, 

shaping our perspectives, challenging our beliefs, and 

inspiring countless generations. Join us as we celebrate 

the  enduring  power  of  the  written  word  and  its 

capacity to transport us to realms beyond our wildest 

dreams.
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Book Description

Prepare  to  embark  on  a  captivating  literary  odyssey 

with Curiosities of the Literary World, a treasure trove 

of  fascinating  curiosities  and  intriguing  insights  into 

the world of books and their creators.

Within  these  pages,  you'll  encounter  the  eccentric 

habits and peculiar passions of literary legends, from 

the  smoking  rituals  of  Mark  Twain  to  the  unusual 

collections of Charles Dickens. Discover the tantalizing 

tales of lost manuscripts and mysterious forgeries, such 

as  the  enigmatic  Voynich  Manuscript  and  the 

controversial Hitler Diaries. Witness the fierce rivalries 

and bitter  feuds that  fueled some of  the most  iconic 

literary  masterpieces,  including  the  clash  between 

Dickens and Thackeray and the rivalry between Woolf 

and Joyce.

Unravel the controversial classics that have challenged 

societal norms and sparked heated debates,  from the 
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banned  books  of  D.H.  Lawrence  to  the  provocative 

works  of  Salman  Rushdie.  Explore  the  astonishing 

cases  of  literary  inspiration,  where  dreams,  visions, 

and  real-life  experiences  have  ignited  the  creative 

spark  in  authors  like  Edgar  Allan  Poe  and  Emily 

Dickinson. Immerse yourself in the enchanting worlds 

of fantasy and science fiction, where the imaginations 

of  J.R.R.  Tolkien  and  Isaac  Asimov  have  created 

unforgettable realms.

Throughout this captivating journey, you'll uncover the 

remarkable influence of literature on society, shaping 

our perspectives, challenging our beliefs, and inspiring 

countless  generations.  Join  us  as  we  celebrate  the 

enduring power of the written word and its capacity to 

transport us to realms beyond our wildest dreams.
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Chapter  1:  The  Peculiar  Pastimes  of 

Literary Legends

The Smoking Habits of Famous Authors

Smoking has been a common pastime among writers 

throughout  history,  and  some  of  the  most  famous 

authors have been known for their prodigious tobacco 

consumption. Mark Twain was a heavy smoker, and he 

is  said  to  have  smoked as  many as  30  cigars  a  day. 

Oscar Wilde was another famous smoker, and he was 

known  for  his  witty  remarks  about  his  habit.  "A 

cigarette is the perfect companion," he once said. "It is 

exquisite and it leaves one unsatisfied. What more can 

one ask?"

Somerset Maugham was a prolific writer who smoked 

throughout his life.  He smoked cigarettes, cigars, and 

pipes, and he is said to have smoked as many as 100 

cigarettes  a  day.  Maugham  believed  that  smoking 
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helped  him  to  concentrate,  and  he  claimed  that  he 

could not write without a cigarette in his hand.

Winston  Churchill  was  a  lifelong  smoker,  and  he  is 

perhaps  the  most  famous  cigar  smoker  in  history. 

Churchill's cigars were a symbol of his defiance, and he 

was  often  photographed  with  one  in  his  mouth.  He 

smoked  cigars  throughout  his  life,  even  during  the 

darkest days of World War II.

J.R.R.  Tolkien was another famous smoker,  and he is 

said to have smoked as many as 40 cigarettes a day. 

Tolkien's smoking habit is reflected in his writing, as 

many of his characters are also smokers. Gandalf, the 

wizard,  is  often  seen  smoking  a  pipe,  and  Bilbo 

Baggins, the hobbit, is known for his love of pipe-weed.

The  smoking  habits  of  famous  authors  have  been  a 

source of fascination for generations of readers. Some 

people admire the writers' ability to smoke and write, 

while  others  worry about  the health  risks.  However, 
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one  thing  is  for  sure:  the  smoking  habits  of  these 

authors have become a part of their legend.
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Chapter  1:  The  Peculiar  Pastimes  of 

Literary Legends

The Unusual Hobbies of Literary Giants

Delving into the lives of literary giants, one discovers 

that their creative minds were often accompanied by a 

penchant  for  unusual  and  intriguing  hobbies.  These 

pastimes, ranging from the eccentric to the downright 

bizarre,  offer  a  fascinating  glimpse  into  the  diverse 

personalities behind beloved works of literature.

 Charles Dickens and Amateur Theatrics: The 

renowned author of "Oliver Twist" and "A Tale of 

Two Cities" harbored a deep passion for amateur 

dramatics.  He  frequently  organized  and 

participated  in  theatrical  productions, 

showcasing  his  talent  for  both  acting  and 

directing.

 Ernest  Hemingway  and  Big-Game  Hunting: 

Known  for  his  rugged  adventures  and  macho 
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persona,  Hemingway  indulged  in  big-game 

hunting as a thrilling hobby. His expeditions to 

Africa in pursuit  of  lions,  elephants,  and other 

exotic  creatures  provided  inspiration  for  his 

writing.

 Jane Austen and Letter Writing: The beloved 

author of "Pride and Prejudice" found solace and 

expression  in  the  art  of  letter  writing.  She 

exchanged thousands of letters with friends and 

family,  sharing  her  witty  observations,  social 

commentary, and personal experiences.

 Virginia  Woolf  and  Gardening: Amidst  her 

literary  pursuits,  Woolf  found  peace  and 

rejuvenation  in  gardening.  Her  passion  for 

horticulture extended beyond mere cultivation; 

she viewed her garden as a symbol of creativity, 

growth, and the cyclical nature of life.

 J.R.R.  Tolkien  and  Philology: The  creator  of 

Middle-earth possessed an unyielding fascination 
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for languages. His hobby of philology, the study 

of  language  origins  and  evolution,  profoundly 

influenced his writing, particularly the intricate 

languages and mythologies of his fantasy world. 
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 Chapter 1: The Peculiar Pastimes of 

Literary Legends

 The Eccentric Daily Routines of Writing 

Icons

From  the  depths  of  their  imagination,  literary  icons 

have spun tales that have captivated generations. But 

beyond the brilliance of their prose and the depth of 

their  characters,  these  authors  led  lives  marked  by 

unique and often eccentric daily routines.

Mark Twain, the master of American satire, was known 

for his peculiar habit of sleeping in a bed suspended 

from the ceiling. He believed that this unusual sleeping 

arrangement  fostered  creativity  and  prevented 

nightmares. Another literary giant, Ernest Hemingway, 

followed a strict  daily routine that involved rising at 

dawn, writing for several hours, and then engaging in 

vigorous physical activity, such as boxing or deep-sea 

fishing.
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Virginia  Woolf,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  modernist 

literature, found solace in her writing room, where she 

would often pace back and forth, lost in contemplation. 

Her  daily  routine  was  meticulously  planned,  with 

specific  hours  dedicated  to  writing,  reading,  and 

socializing.  In  contrast,  the  enigmatic  J.D.  Salinger 

preferred to work late into the night, often in a state of 

near-isolation.  His  writing  process  was  shrouded  in 

secrecy,  and  he  rarely  granted  interviews  or  public 

appearances.

The  daily  routines  of  these  literary  icons  were  as 

diverse  as  their  personalities.  Some,  like  Charles 

Dickens, thrived on a regimented schedule, rising early 

and working diligently throughout the day. Others, like 

Edgar Allan Poe, were known for their nocturnal habits 

and often fueled their writing with copious amounts of 

alcohol and drugs.

Despite  their  eccentricities,  these  authors  shared  a 

common  trait:  a  relentless  dedication  to  their  craft. 
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Their daily routines were not merely habits but rituals 

that  allowed  them  to  tap  into  their  creativity  and 

produce works that continue to inspire and captivate 

readers to this day.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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