Hot Rodding in the Desert: Stories from

the Dry Lakes

Introduction

Hot rodding is a uniquely American phenomenon that
has captured the imagination of car enthusiasts for
over a century. Born in the dry lakes of Southern
California in the 1920s, hot rodding is the art of
modifying cars to make them faster and more
powerful. Hot rodders are a diverse group of people,
from backyard mechanics to professional racers, who

share a common passion for speed and performance.

In the early days of hot rodding, the dry lakes were a
proving ground for new ideas and innovations. With
their long, flat straightaways, the dry lakes were the
perfect place to test the limits of a hot rod's engine and

chassis. As hot rodding grew in popularity, so did the



number of races held on the dry lakes. These races
attracted thousands of spectators, who came to see the

latest and greatest hot rods compete against each other.

The hot rodding scene continued to grow after the dry
lakes era came to an end. Hot rodders moved to the
streets and drag strips, where they continued to race
and modify their cars. Hot rodding also became a
popular form of entertainment, with movies, television

shows, and magazines dedicated to the sport.

Today, hot rodding is still a popular hobby and sport.
Hot rodders can be found all over the United States,
and there are many clubs and organizations dedicated
to the preservation and promotion of hot rodding. Hot
rodding is a way of life for many people, and it

continues to inspire new generations of car enthusiasts.

In this book, we will explore the history of hot rodding,
from its humble beginnings in the dry lakes of
Southern California to its current status as a popular

hobby and sport. We will also take a look at the
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different types of hot rods, the people who build and

race them, and the culture that surrounds hot rodding.

So sit back, relax, and enjoy the ride as we take a

journey into the world of hot rodding!



Book Description

From the dry lakes of Southern California to the streets
and drag strips of today, hot rodding is a uniquely
American phenomenon that has captured the
imagination of car enthusiasts for over a century. In
this book, we will explore the history of hot rodding,
from its humble beginnings to its current status as a

popular hobby and sport.

We will take a look at the different types of hot rods,
from classic cars to modern muscle cars, and the
people who build and race them. We will also explore
the culture that surrounds hot rodding, from the car
shows and swap meets to the magazines and movies
that have helped to make hot rodding a household

name.

Whether you are a lifelong hot rodder or just a casual
fan, this book is sure to have something for you. With

over 200 pages of fascinating information and stunning



photographs, this book is the ultimate guide to hot

rodding.

In this book, you will learn about:

The history of hot rodding, from its early days in
the dry lakes to its current status as a popular
hobby and sport

e The different types of hot rods, from classic cars

to modern muscle cars

e The people who build and race hot rods, from
backyard mechanics to professional racers

e The culture that surrounds hot rodding, from the
car shows and swap meets to the magazines and
movies that have helped to make hot rodding a

household name

So sit back, relax, and enjoy the ride as we take a

journey into the world of hot rodding!



Chapter 1: The Birth of Hot Rodding

2. The Dry Lakes: A Perfect Place to Race

In the 1920s, Southern California was a hotbed of
automotive innovation. The state's mild climate and
long, straight roads made it an ideal place to test the
limits of new cars and engines. It was in this

environment that hot rodding was born.

The dry lakes of Southern California were a
particularly popular place for hot rodders to race. The
dry lake beds provided a smooth, flat surface that was
perfect for high-speed runs. Additionally, the lakes
were often located in remote areas, away from the

prying eyes of the police.

The first hot rod races were held on the dry lakes in the
early 1920s. These races were often informal affairs,
with a few hot rodders lining up on the starting line
and racing to the finish. As the sport grew in

popularity, however, the races became more organized.
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By the late 1920s, there were several major hot rod

races held on the dry lakes each year.

The dry lakes races were a proving ground for new hot
rod technology. Hot rodders constantly experimented
with new ways to make their cars faster and more
powerful. These innovations eventually found their
way into production cars, making them faster and

more powerful as well.

The dry lakes era of hot rodding came to an end in the
early 1930s, when the lakes began to dry up. However,
the legacy of the dry lakes lives on. The hot rods that
were raced on the dry lakes are now considered to be
some of the most iconic cars in history. And the sport of
hot rodding continues to be popular today, with hot
rodders all over the world building and racing cars that

are inspired by the early pioneers of the sport.



3. The First Hot Rod Races

The first hot rod races were held on the dry lakes of
Southern California in the early 1920s. These races
were often informal affairs, with a few hot rodders
lining up on the starting line and racing to the finish.
As the sport grew in popularity, however, the races
became more organized. By the late 1920s, there were
several major hot rod races held on the dry lakes each

year.

One of the most famous hot rod races was the Muroc
Road Race. The Muroc Road Race was held on a 10-mile
course in the Mojave Desert. The race was open to all
types of cars, but it was dominated by hot rods. The
first Muroc Road Race was held in 1930, and it was won

by a hot rod driven by Ab Jenkins.

Another famous hot rod race was the Bonneville Speed
Trials. The Bonneville Speed Trials were held on a 10-
mile course on the Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah. The

Bonneville Speed Trials were open to all types of
8



vehicles, but they were particularly popular with hot
rodders. The first Bonneville Speed Trials were held in
1935, and they were won by a hot rod driven by Ab

Jenkins.

The Muroc Road Race and the Bonneville Speed Trials
were just two of the many hot rod races that were held
in the 1920s and 1930s. These races helped to
popularize the sport of hot rodding, and they also

helped to develop new hot rod technology.
4. The Pioneers of Hot Rodding

The pioneers of hot rodding were a group of young
men who were passionate about cars and speed. They
were willing to push the limits of their cars and engines
in order to see how fast they could go. These pioneers
were also very creative, and they came up with many

new ways to make their cars faster and more powerful.

Some of the most famous pioneers of hot rodding

include:



e Ab Jenkins: Ab Jenkins was one of the most
successful hot rod racers of the 1920s and 1930s.
He won the Muroc Road Race three times and the

Bonneville Speed Trials twice.

e Harry Miller: Harry Miller was a famous race car
designer and builder. He designed and built
many of the most successful hot rods of the 1920s

and 1930s.

e Ed Iskenderian: Ed Iskenderian was a master
engine builder. He developed many of the
camshaft profiles and cylinder head designs that
were used in hot rods in the 1920s and 1930s.

e Vic Edelbrock: Vic Edelbrock was a famous hot
rod builder and manufacturer. He founded the
Edelbrock Corporation, which is still one of the

leading manufacturers of hot rod parts today.

These are just a few of the many pioneers of hot

rodding. These men helped to create a new sport and a
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new culture, and their legacy continues to inspire hot

rodders today.
5. The Evolution of Hot Rodding

Hot rodding has evolved significantly since its early
days in the 1920s. In the early days, hot rodders were
primarily interested in making their cars faster and
more powerful. Today, hot rodders are also interested
in the aesthetics of their cars. They want their cars to

look as good as they perform.

Another way that hot rodding has evolved is in the
types of cars that are used. In the early days, hot rods
were typically based on production cars. Today, hot
rods can be based on anything from classic cars to

muscle cars to trucks.

Finally, hot rodding has evolved in terms of its
popularity. In the early days, hot rodding was a niche
hobby. Today, hot rodding is a popular hobby with

millions of enthusiasts around the world.
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Despite these changes, the core values of hot rodding
have remained the same. Hot rodders are still
passionate about cars and speed. They are still willing
to push the limits of their cars and engines in order to
see how fast they can go. And they are still very
creative, coming up with new ways to make their cars

faster, more powerful, and better looking.

12



Chapter 1: The Birth of Hot Rodding

2. The Dry Lakes: A Perfect Place to Race

The dry lakes of Southern California were a perfect
place to race hot rods. The long, flat straightaways
provided a safe and challenging environment for
drivers to test the limits of their cars. The dry lakes
were also relatively isolated, which meant that hot
rodders could race without worrying about being

bothered by the police.

The first hot rod races were held on the dry lakes in the
early 1920s. These races were simple affairs, with
drivers lining up their cars on the starting line and
then racing to the finish line. As hot rodding grew in
popularity, so did the races. By the 1930s, there were
dozens of hot rod races being held on the dry lakes

every year.

The most famous hot rod race was the annual Muroc

Grand Prix. This race was held on a 10-mile course on
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the Muroc Dry Lake. The Muroc Grand Prix attracted
drivers from all over the country, and it was one of the

most prestigious hot rod races in the world.

The dry lakes were also a proving ground for new ideas
and innovations in hot rodding. Many of the most
famous hot rods were first tested on the dry lakes.
These cars included the Belly Tank Lakesters, the

Streamliners, and the Dragsters.

The dry lakes era of hot rodding came to an end in the
late 1940s. The Air Force took over the Muroc Dry Lake,
and the other dry lakes were closed to racing. However,
the legacy of the dry lakes lives on. The hot rods that
were raced on the dry lakes are still considered to be

some of the most iconic cars in history.

The dry lakes were a perfect place to race hot rods

because they were:
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Long and flat: The dry lakes provided a safe and
challenging environment for drivers to test the

limits of their cars.

Isolated: The dry lakes were relatively isolated,
which meant that hot rodders could race without

worrying about being bothered by the police.

A proving ground for new ideas and
innovations: Many of the most famous hot rods

were first tested on the dry lakes.
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Chapter 1. The Birth of Hot
Rodding

3. The First Hot Rod Races

The first hot rod races were held in the dry lakes of
Southern California in the 1920s. These races were a
proving ground for new ideas and innovations in hot

rodding, and they quickly gained in popularity.

The first organized hot rod race was held on Muroc Dry
Lake in 1930. This race was organized by the Southern
California Timing Association (SCTA), and it attracted a
large number of spectators. The race was won by a
Ford Model T driven by Al Teague, who averaged a

speed of 102 miles per hour.

The SCTA continued to hold races on Muroc Dry Lake
and other dry lakes in the area. These races became
increasingly popular, and they soon attracted the

attention of the national media. In 1935, the SCTA held
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the first annual Bonneville Speed Week, which is still

held today.

The Bonneville Speed Week is the most famous hot rod
race in the world. It is held on the Bonneville Salt Flats
in Utah, and it attracts hundreds of hot rodders from
all over the country. The races are held over a seven-
day period, and they include a variety of classes, from

vintage hot rods to modern dragsters.

The Bonneville Speed Week is a celebration of hot
rodding and a showcase for the latest and greatest in
hot rod technology. It is also a time for hot rodders to
come together and share their passion for speed and

performance.

The early hot rod races were a wild and dangerous
affair. There were no safety regulations, and the cars
were often poorly built and maintained. As a result,
there were many accidents, and some drivers were

killed or injured.
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Despite the dangers, the early hot rod races were a
defining moment in the history of hot rodding. They
helped to popularize the sport and to create a
community of hot rodders who shared a common

passion for speed and performance.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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