
Police Intelligence Handbook

Introduction

Police intelligence is  a  critical  component  of  modern 

law enforcement. It enables police agencies to gather, 

analyze,  and disseminate  information about  criminal 

activity, threats to public safety, and other matters of 

concern. This information is used to inform decision-

making, prevent crime, and apprehend criminals.

In  recent  years,  police  intelligence  has  become 

increasingly  important  due  to  the  rise  of  new  and 

evolving  threats,  such  as  terrorism,  cybercrime,  and 

drug trafficking. These threats require police agencies 

to have a comprehensive understanding of the criminal 

landscape and the ability to adapt quickly to changing 

circumstances.
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Police  intelligence  is  gathered  from  a  variety  of 

sources,  including  human  intelligence,  technical 

intelligence,  and  open-source  intelligence.  Human 

intelligence  is  information  that  is  collected  from 

human  sources,  such  as  informants  and  undercover 

agents.  Technical  intelligence  is  information  that  is 

collected  using  technology,  such  as  surveillance 

cameras  and  wiretaps.  Open-source  intelligence  is 

information  that  is  publicly  available,  such  as  news 

reports and social media posts.

Once  intelligence  is  gathered,  it  is  analyzed  by 

intelligence analysts. Analysts use a variety of methods 

to analyze intelligence, including data mining, pattern 

recognition, and link analysis. The goal of intelligence 

analysis  is  to  identify  trends,  patterns,  and 

relationships  that  can  be  used  to  inform  decision-

making.

Intelligence  is  disseminated  to  law  enforcement 

officers  and  other  stakeholders  through  a  variety  of 
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channels, including intelligence reports, briefings, and 

meetings.  Intelligence  can  also  be  used  to  develop 

crime  prevention  strategies  and  to  target  criminal 

investigations.

Police intelligence is a vital tool for law enforcement 

agencies. It enables police officers to be more effective 

and  efficient  in  their  work.  It  also  helps  to  keep 

communities  safe  by  preventing  crime  and 

apprehending criminals.
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Book Description

The Police Intelligence Handbook is a comprehensive 

guide  to  the  principles  and  practices  of  police 

intelligence. It provides law enforcement professionals 

with  the  knowledge  and  skills  they  need  to  gather, 

analyze, and disseminate intelligence to prevent crime, 

apprehend criminals, and keep communities safe.

This book covers a wide range of topics, including the 

history of police intelligence, the legal framework for 

police intelligence, the structure of police intelligence 

units, and the challenges of police intelligence. It also 

discusses a variety of intelligence gathering techniques, 

such  as  human  intelligence,  technical  intelligence, 

open-source intelligence, and geospatial intelligence.

The  book  also  provides  a  detailed  overview  of 

intelligence  analysis,  including  the  intelligence  cycle, 

the  role  of  analysts,  analytical  methods,  intelligence 

reporting, and the dissemination of intelligence. It also 
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covers a number of specific intelligence topics, such as 

counterterrorism,  criminal  intelligence,  drug 

intelligence,  gang  intelligence,  financial  intelligence, 

cyber intelligence, and intelligence-led policing.

The  Police  Intelligence  Handbook  is  an  essential 

resource  for  law  enforcement  professionals  at  all 

levels. It is also a valuable resource for researchers and 

academics interested in the field of police intelligence.

Key Features:

 Comprehensive coverage of all aspects of police 

intelligence

 Written  by  experienced  law  enforcement 

professionals

 Up-to-date information on the latest trends and 

developments in police intelligence

 Case  studies  and  examples  from  real-world 

police intelligence operations
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This  book  is  a  must-have  for  any  law  enforcement 

professional who wants to stay ahead of the curve in 

the fight against crime.
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Chapter  1:  The  Role  of  Police 

Intelligence

The Importance of Police Intelligence

Police intelligence is  a  critical  component  of  modern 

law enforcement. It enables police agencies to gather, 

analyze,  and disseminate  information about  criminal 

activity, threats to public safety, and other matters of 

concern. This information is used to inform decision-

making, prevent crime, and apprehend criminals.

In  recent  years,  police  intelligence  has  become 

increasingly  important  due  to  the  rise  of  new  and 

evolving  threats,  such  as  terrorism,  cybercrime,  and 

drug trafficking. These threats require police agencies 

to have a comprehensive understanding of the criminal 

landscape and the ability to adapt quickly to changing 

circumstances.

Police  intelligence  plays  a  vital  role  in  preventing 

crime.  By  gathering  information  about  criminal 
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activity, police can identify potential threats and take 

steps to prevent them from materializing. For example, 

police intelligence can be used to identify and disrupt 

terrorist plots, prevent drug trafficking operations, and 

dismantle criminal gangs.

Police  intelligence  is  also  essential  for  apprehending 

criminals. By analyzing intelligence, police can identify 

suspects, track their movements, and gather evidence 

to support their prosecution. This can lead to the arrest 

and conviction of criminals, making our communities 

safer.

In  addition  to  preventing  crime  and  apprehending 

criminals,  police  intelligence  can  also  be  used  to 

improve  the  efficiency  and  effectiveness  of  law 

enforcement operations. For example, intelligence can 

be used to  allocate  resources more effectively,  target 

enforcement  efforts,  and  develop  crime  prevention 

strategies.
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Overall,  police  intelligence  is  a  vital  tool  for  law 

enforcement agencies.  It  enables police officers to be 

more effective and efficient in their work. It also helps 

to  keep  communities  safe  by  preventing  crime  and 

apprehending criminals.
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Chapter  1:  The  Role  of  Police 

Intelligence

The History of Police Intelligence

Police intelligence has a long and storied history, dating 

back  to  the  early  days  of  law  enforcement.  In  the 

United States,  the first  formal police intelligence unit 

was  established  in  the  New  York  City  Police 

Department  in  1918.  This  unit  was  tasked  with 

collecting  and  analyzing  information  on  criminal 

activity,  political  unrest,  and  other  threats  to  public 

safety.

During the 1920s  and 1930s,  police  intelligence units 

were established in other major cities across the United 

States. These units played a critical role in combating 

organized crime and political extremism. During World 

War  II,  police  intelligence  units  were  also  used  to 

gather information on enemy activities and to protect 

against sabotage.
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After  the  war,  police  intelligence  units  continued  to 

grow and evolve. In the 1960s and 1970s, these units 

began to use new technologies, such as computers and 

data  mining,  to  improve  their  ability  to  collect  and 

analyze  intelligence.  In  the  1980s  and  1990s,  police 

intelligence units were faced with new challenges, such 

as the rise of drug trafficking and terrorism.

In  the  21st  century,  police  intelligence  units  have 

become  more  sophisticated  and  technologically 

advanced than ever before. They now use a wide range 

of  tools  and  techniques  to  collect  and  analyze 

intelligence,  including social  media monitoring,  facial 

recognition, and predictive analytics.

Today,  police  intelligence  units  play  a  vital  role  in 

keeping  communities  safe.  They  provide  law 

enforcement officers with the information they need to 

prevent crime, apprehend criminals, and protect public 

safety.
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Chapter  1:  The  Role  of  Police 

Intelligence

The Legal Framework for Police Intelligence

The  legal  framework  for  police  intelligence  is  a 

complex and ever-evolving body of law. It encompasses 

a wide range of topics, including the authority of police 

to collect intelligence, the privacy rights of individuals, 

and the use of  intelligence in criminal  investigations 

and prosecutions.

One of the most important legal issues in the area of 

police intelligence is the authority of police to collect 

intelligence.  The  Fourth  Amendment  to  the  United 

States  Constitution  prohibits  unreasonable  searches 

and  seizures.  This  means  that  police  cannot  collect 

intelligence  in  a  way  that  violates  an  individual's 

reasonable expectation of privacy.

In  general,  police  can  collect  intelligence  in  public 

places  without  a  warrant.  However,  they  need  a 
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warrant to collect intelligence in private places, such as 

homes and offices. There are a few exceptions to this 

rule,  such  as  when  police  are  responding  to  an 

emergency  or  when  they  have  probable  cause  to 

believe that a crime is being committed.

Another  important  legal  issue  in  the  area  of  police 

intelligence  is  the  privacy  rights  of  individuals.  The 

Fourth  Amendment  protects  individuals  from 

unreasonable searches and seizures.  This means that 

police cannot collect intelligence in a way that violates 

an individual's privacy rights.

Police can collect intelligence in public places without a 

warrant.  However,  they  need  a  warrant  to  collect 

intelligence  in  private  places,  such  as  homes  and 

offices. There are a few exceptions to this rule, such as 

when police are responding to an emergency or when 

they  have  probable  cause  to  believe  that  a  crime  is 

being committed.
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Finally, the legal framework for police intelligence also 

includes  rules  governing  the  use  of  intelligence  in 

criminal investigations and prosecutions. For example, 

the  rules  of  evidence  govern  the  admissibility  of 

intelligence in court. The rules of procedure govern the 

procedures  that  police  must  follow  when  they  use 

intelligence  in  criminal  investigations  and 

prosecutions.

The  legal  framework  for  police  intelligence  is  a 

complex and ever-evolving body of law. It is important 

for  police  officers  to  be  familiar  with  the  legal 

framework for  police  intelligence  in  order  to  ensure 

that  they  are  collecting  and  using  intelligence  in  a 

lawful manner.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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