Wings of Despair

Introduction

The Luftwaffe, the air force of Nazi Germany, played a
pivotal role in World War II, both as a powerful
instrument of conquest and as a symbol of German
military might. From its humble beginnings in the
interwar years, the Luftwaffe quickly transformed into
a formidable force, spearheading Germany's blitzkrieg
tactics and achieving early victories across Europe.
However, as the war progressed, the Luftwaffe faced
increasing challenges, both from Allied air forces and

from the harsh realities of the Eastern Front.

In this book, we will explore the history of the
Luftwaffe, from its early development to its eventual
collapse in the final months of World War II. We will
examine the Luftwaffe's organization, tactics, and

technology, as well as the experiences of its pilots and
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aircrew. We will also consider the Luftwaffe's impact
on the course of the war and its legacy in the

development of modern air warfare.

The Luftwaffe was a complex and multifaceted
organization, and its history is full of both triumphs
and tragedies. It was a force of immense power and
destruction, but it was also capable of great courage
and sacrifice. The story of the Luftwaffe is a story of
human ambition, technological innovation, and the

devastating consequences of war.

From the early days of the war, the Luftwaffe enjoyed a
number of advantages over its Allied counterparts. It
was better equipped, better trained, and had a clear
strategic vision. The Luftwaffe's early successes in
Poland, France, and the Low Countries were a
testament to its superiority in the air. However, the
Battle of Britain in 1940 proved to be a turning point in
the air war. The Royal Air Force, aided by radar and

superior tactics, inflicted heavy losses on the Luftwaffe,



forcing it to abandon its plans for an invasion of

Britain.

The failure of the Battle of Britain marked the
beginning of a long and costly struggle for air
supremacy between the Luftwaffe and the Allied air
forces. The Luftwaffe continued to operate effectively
in other theaters of war, such as the Mediterranean
and North Africa, but it was increasingly outmatched
by Allied fighters and bombers. The Luftwaffe's losses
mounted, and its pilots and aircrew suffered heavy

casualties.

By the end of the war, the Luftwaffe was a shadow of
its former self. It had been decimated by Allied air
raids, and its remaining aircraft were obsolete and
outclassed by Allied fighters. The Luftwaffe's final days
were marked by desperate attempts to defend the
German homeland from Allied bombers, but it was

ultimately unable to prevent the Allied victory.



The legacy of the Luftwaffe is a complex one. It was a
powerful and effective fighting force, but it was also
responsible for immense suffering and destruction. The
Luftwaffe's experience in World War II provides
valuable lessons for modern air forces, particularly in
the areas of technology, tactics, and the importance of

air power in modern warfare.



Book Description

The Luftwaffe, the air force of Nazi Germany, was one
of the most powerful and feared fighting forces in
World War II. From its humble beginnings in the
interwar years, the Luftwaffe quickly transformed into
a formidable force, spearheading Germany's blitzkrieg
tactics and achieving early victories across Europe.
However, as the war progressed, the Luftwaffe faced
increasing challenges, both from Allied air forces and

from the harsh realities of the Eastern Front.

In Wings of Despair: The Rise and Fall of the
Luftwaffe, historian Pasquale De Marco tells the story
of this legendary air force, from its early development
to its eventual collapse in the final months of World
War II. Drawing on a wide range of sources, including
archival research, interviews with veterans, and the
latest scholarship, Pasquale De Marco provides a
comprehensive and nuanced account of the Luftwaffe's

history.



Wings of Despair explores the Luftwaffe's
organization, tactics, and technology, as well as the
experiences of its pilots and aircrew. It examines the
Luftwaffe's role in key battles and campaigns, such as
the Battle of Britain, the invasion of the Soviet Union,
and the strategic bombing campaign against Germany.
Pasquale De Marco also considers the Luftwaffe's
impact on the course of the war and its legacy in the

development of modern air warfare.

Wings of Despair is a must-read for anyone interested
in World War II history, aviation history, or the history
of technology. It is a gripping and informative account
of one of the most powerful and destructive fighting

forces in history.
Praise for Wings of Despair:

"A comprehensive and well-researched history of the
Luftwaffe, from its early development to its eventual
collapse. Pasquale De Marco provides a balanced and

objective account of the Luftwaffe's role in World War
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II, and he does an excellent job of capturing the
experiences of the pilots and aircrew who served in
this legendary air force." - John Keegan, author of The

Second World War

"A fascinating and informative look at one of the most
important air forces in history. Pasquale De Marco tells
the story of the Luftwaffe with great skill and insight,
and he provides a fresh perspective on the air war in
World War II." - Richard Overy, author of The

Bombing War

"A must-read for anyone interested in World War II
history. Pasquale De Marco has written a definitive
history of the Luftwaffe, and he has done so with great
clarity and verve." - Antony Beevor, author of

Stalingrad



Chapter 1: Dawn of the Luftwaffe

The birth of a force

The Luftwaffe, the air force of Nazi Germany, played a
critical role in World War II. As a powerful symbol of
German military might and a decisive instrument of
war, the Luftwaffe had a profound impact on the
course of the war. Its origins can be traced back to the
interwar years, when Germany began to rebuild its

military following the Treaty of Versailles.

The Treaty of Versailles had severely limited
Germany's armed forces, including its air force.
However, Germany secretly began to develop a modern
air force, known as the Reichsluftfahrt, or "Imperial Air
Force." The Reichsluftfahrt was organized into three
branches: the Fliegerschule (flight schools), the
Luftwaffenkommando (air force command), and the

Luftschutz (air defense).



The Fliegerschule trained pilots, navigators, and other
aircrew. The Luftwaffenkommando was responsible
for directing and coordinating the air force. The
Luftschutz was responsible for defending Germany

from air attacks.

In 1935, the Reichsluftfahrt was renamed the
Luftwaffe. The Luftwaffe was led by Hermann Goring,
a close associate of Adolf Hitler. Goring was a strong
believer in the importance of air power, and he quickly

set about expanding and modernizing the Luftwaffe.

The Luftwaffe's expansion was fueled by Germany's
growing military budget. In the late 1930s, Germany's
military spending doubled, and much of this money
went to the Luftwaffe. The Luftwaffe used this money
to develop new aircraft, including the Messerschmitt

Me 109, the Heinkel He 111, and the Junkers Ju 88.

The Luftwaffe also expanded its training programs. By
the start of World War II, the Luftwaffe had over 50,000

pilots and aircrew. These pilots and aircrew were
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among the best in the world, and they were equipped

with the latest aircraft and weapons.
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Chapter 1: Dawn of the Luftwaffe

The Luftwaffe's role in the Spanish Civil War

The Spanish Civil War, which lasted from 1936 to 1939,
proved to be a testing ground for the Luftwaffe and a
harbinger of its future role in World War II. The
conflict pitted the Spanish Republican government
against the Nationalists, led by General Francisco
Franco. Both sides received military support from

foreign powers, including Germany and Italy.

For the Luftwaffe, the Spanish Civil War was an
opportunity to gain valuable combat experience and to
test new aircraft and tactics. The Condor Legion, a unit
of German volunteers, was deployed to Spain in 1936
and played a significant role in the conflict. The Condor
Legion flew a variety of missions, including bombing

raids, fighter sweeps, and ground attack sorties.

The Luftwaffe's involvement in the Spanish Civil War

had a number of important consequences. First, it
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helped to accelerate the development of the Luftwaffe's
doctrine and tactics. The Condor Legion learned
valuable lessons about air-to-air combat, close air
support, and the use of air power in combined
operations with ground forces. These lessons would be

put to use in World War II.

Second, the Spanish Civil War helped to boost the
morale of the Luftwaffe and its pilots. The Condor
Legion achieved a number of notable successes,
including the destruction of the Republican Air Force
and the bombing of Guernica. These victories gave the
Luftwaffe a sense of confidence and invincibility that

would carry over into the early years of World War II.

Third, the Spanish Civil War helped to forge close ties
between the Luftwaffe and the Wehrmacht, the
German Army. The Condor Legion worked closely with
German ground forces in Spain, and the two services

developed a mutual respect and understanding. This
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cooperation would be essential for the success of the

Luftwaffe in the early stages of World War II.

Finally, the Spanish Civil War served as a warning to
the Allies of the growing power of the Luftwaffe. The
Condor Legion's successes in Spain demonstrated the
Luftwaffe's kemampuan and its potential to wreak
havoc on enemy forces. The Allies took note, and they
began to prepare for the possibility of a war with

Germany.
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Chapter 1: Dawn of the Luftwaffe

The Luftwaffe's expansion and

modernization in the late 1930s

In the late 1930s, the Luftwaffe underwent a period of
rapid expansion and modernization. This was largely
due to the efforts of Hermann Goring, who was
appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Luftwaffe in
1935. Goring was a close confidant of Adolf Hitler, and
he shared Hitler's ambitious plans for German military

dominance.

One of Goring's first priorities was to increase the size
of the Luftwaffe. In 1935, the Luftwaffe had just over
1,800 aircraft. By 1939, that number had grown to over
5,000 aircraft. The Luftwaffe also acquired a wide
range of new aircraft types during this period,
including the Messerschmitt Bf 109 fighter, the Junkers
Ju 87 Stuka dive bomber, and the Heinkel He 111

medium bomber.
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In addition to expanding the size of the Luftwalffe,
GOring also focused on modernizing its equipment and
tactics. He invested heavily in research and
development, and the Luftwaffe was soon equipped
with some of the most advanced aircraft in the world.
The Luftwaffe also adopted new tactics, such as the use

of dive bombing and close air support.

The Luftwaffe's expansion and modernization paid off
in the early years of World War II. The Luftwaffe
played a key role in Germany's victories in Poland,
France, and the Low Countries. However, the
Luftwaffe's success would not last. As the war
progressed, the Luftwaffe faced increasingly stiff
opposition from Allied air forces. The Luftwaffe also
suffered from a number of problems, including a lack

of experienced pilots and a shortage of fuel.

Despite these challenges, the Luftwaffe remained a
formidable force throughout the war. It continued to

operate effectively in a number of theaters of war, such
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as the Mediterranean and North Africa. The Luftwaffe
also played a major role in the Battle of Britain,

although it ultimately failed to achieve its objectives.

The Luftwaffe's expansion and modernization in the
late 1930s was a key factor in Germany's early military
successes. However, the Luftwaffe's weaknesses were
eventually exposed, and it was unable to maintain its

early dominance in the air.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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50 sections by purchasing the book,
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