
Creative  Framing:  A  Comprehensive 

Guide  to  Mastering  Picture  Framing 

Techniques

Introduction

Welcome to the fascinating world of picture framing, 

an  art  form  that  enhances  and  preserves  your 

cherished  memories,  artwork,  and  treasured  objects. 

Picture framing is not merely a practical skill;  it  is a 

creative  endeavor  that  allows  you  to  express  your 

personal  style  and  taste  while  safeguarding  your 

valuable  possessions.  This  comprehensive  guide, 

Creative  Framing:  A  Comprehensive  Guide  to 

Mastering  Picture  Framing  Techniques,  is  your 

ultimate companion on this artistic journey.

As  you  delve  into  the  pages  of  this  book,  you  will 

embark on an enlightening exploration of all aspects of 
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picture  framing.  From  the  basics  of  selecting  the 

perfect frame and mat to the intricacies of mounting 

and  attaching  artwork,  you  will  gain  a  thorough 

understanding of the techniques and methods used by 

professional  framers.  Whether  you  are  a  novice 

enthusiast  or  an  experienced  artist,  this  book  offers 

valuable  insights  and  practical  guidance  to  elevate 

your framing skills to new heights.

Beyond  the  technical  aspects,  Creative  Framing:  A 

Comprehensive  Guide  to  Mastering  Picture  Framing 

Techniques  delves  into  the  creative  possibilities  of 

picture framing.  Discover how to incorporate unique 

materials, embellishments, and special effects to create 

frames that are as captivating as the artwork they hold. 

Explore the history of picture framing and learn from 

the masters who have shaped this art  form over the 

centuries.  Gain  inspiration  from  innovative  framing 

techniques and contemporary trends to add a touch of 

originality to your own projects.
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This  comprehensive  guide  is  not  just  a  collection  of 

instructions;  it  is  an  invitation  to  unleash  your 

creativity  and  explore  the  endless  possibilities  of 

picture framing.  With clear,  step-by-step instructions, 

detailed  illustrations,  and  expert  advice,  Creative 

Framing: A Comprehensive Guide to Mastering Picture 

Framing  Techniques  empowers  you  to  transform 

ordinary objects  into  works  of  art.  Whether  you are 

framing  a  family  photo,  a  prized  painting,  or  a 

treasured heirloom, this book will guide you through 

the process with confidence and expertise.

So,  prepare  to  embark  on  a  journey  where  art, 

craftsmanship, and creativity converge. With Creative 

Framing: A Comprehensive Guide to Mastering Picture 

Framing  Techniques  as  your  trusted  guide,  you  will 

unlock  the  secrets  of  picture  framing  and  create 

stunning displays that will add beauty and elegance to 

your home or office. Let your imagination soar as you 

turn ordinary moments into cherished memories, one 

frame at a time.
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Book Description

Creative  Framing:  A  Comprehensive  Guide  to 

Mastering Picture Framing Techniques is the ultimate 

guide  to  picture  framing,  providing  comprehensive 

instruction  and  creative  inspiration  for  both  novice 

and  experienced  framers.  With  clear,  step-by-step 

instructions and detailed illustrations, this book covers 

all  aspects  of  picture  framing,  from  selecting  the 

perfect  frame  and  mat  to  mounting  and  attaching 

artwork.

Delve into the intricacies of choosing the right frame 

for  your  artwork,  considering  factors  such  as  style, 

material,  and  size.  Explore  the  different  types  of 

picture  mats  and  learn  how  to  cut  and  fit  them 

precisely. Discover the various methods for mounting 

and  attaching  artwork,  ensuring  that  your  treasured 

pieces are secure and protected.
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Beyond  the  technical  aspects,  Creative  Framing:  A 

Comprehensive  Guide  to  Mastering  Picture  Framing 

Techniques  celebrates  the  creative  possibilities  of 

picture  framing.  Explore  innovative  framing 

techniques and contemporary trends to add a touch of 

originality to your projects. Learn how to incorporate 

unique materials and embellishments to create frames 

that are as captivating as the artwork they hold. Draw 

inspiration from the history of picture framing and the 

works of master framers to elevate your own framing 

skills.

This comprehensive guide also addresses the practical 

considerations  of  picture  framing,  including 

troubleshooting  common  problems,  preserving  and 

restoring old frames, and framing valuable or fragile 

artwork. With expert advice and practical tips, Creative 

Framing: A Comprehensive Guide to Mastering Picture 

Framing  Techniques  empowers  you  to  handle  any 

framing challenge with confidence.
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Whether  you  are  framing  a  family  photo,  a  prized 

painting, or a treasured heirloom, Creative Framing: A 

Comprehensive  Guide  to  Mastering  Picture  Framing 

Techniques is your trusted guide to creating stunning 

displays  that  will  add  beauty  and  elegance  to  your 

home or office. Unlock the secrets of picture framing 

and  transform  ordinary  moments  into  cherished 

memories, one frame at a time.
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Chapter 1: Picture Framing Basics

Introduction to Picture Framing

Picture  framing  is  an  art  form  that  combines 

craftsmanship,  creativity,  and  an  eye  for  detail.  It 

involves  selecting  the  perfect  frame  and  mat  to 

complement  a  piece  of  artwork,  and  then  carefully 

mounting  and  attaching  the  artwork  to  the  backing 

board.  A  well-framed  piece  of  art  can  enhance  its 

beauty and value, and can also protect it from damage.

Picture framing has been practiced for centuries, and 

there are many different styles and techniques that can 

be used to create a framed piece of art.  Some of the 

most common framing styles include:

 Traditional  framing: This  style  uses  simple, 

classic frames that are made from wood, metal, 

or plastic.  Traditional frames are often used to 

frame paintings, prints, and photographs.
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 Contemporary  framing: This  style  uses  more 

modern  and  innovative  frames  that  are  often 

made  from  unusual  materials,  such  as  glass, 

metal,  or  acrylic.  Contemporary frames can be 

used  to  frame  a  wide  variety  of  artwork, 

including  paintings,  prints,  photographs,  and 

sculptures.

 Rustic framing: This style uses frames that are 

made  from  natural  materials,  such  as  wood, 

stone, or metal. Rustic frames are often used to 

frame artwork that is inspired by nature, such as 

landscapes, seascapes, and wildlife photography.

No matter what style of framing you choose, the most 

important thing is to select a frame that complements 

the artwork and enhances its beauty. The frame should 

also  be  sturdy  enough  to  protect  the  artwork  from 

damage.

In addition to selecting the right frame, you will also 

need to choose the right mat for your artwork. A mat is 
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a piece of cardboard or paper that is placed between 

the artwork and the frame. Mats can help to protect the 

artwork from damage, and they can also add a touch of 

elegance to the framed piece.

Once you have selected the right frame and mat, you 

will need to carefully mount and attach the artwork to 

the backing board. This step is important to ensure that 

the artwork is properly secured and protected. There 

are a variety of different methods that can be used to 

mount and attach artwork, and the best method will 

depend on the type of artwork and the frame that you 

have chosen.

With careful planning and attention to detail, you can 

create a framed piece of art that is both beautiful and 

protective. Picture framing is a rewarding hobby that 

can be enjoyed by people of all ages and skill levels.
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Chapter 1: Picture Framing Basics

Essential Tools and Materials

Picture framing, like any art form, requires a specific 

set  of  tools  and  materials  to  achieve  professional-

looking  results.  Gathering  the  necessary  supplies 

before  you  begin  your  framing  project  is  crucial  to 

ensure a smooth and efficient process. In this section, 

we will  explore the essential tools and materials you 

will need to embark on your picture framing journey.

1. Picture Frame:

 The  frame  is  the  foundation  of  your 

picture framing project, providing support 

and protection for your artwork. Choose a 

frame  that  complements  the  style  and 

color of your artwork, and ensure it is the 

appropriate size for your piece.

2. Mat Board:
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 A  mat  board,  also  known  as  a  mount 

board, is placed between the artwork and 

the  glass  to  create  a  visually  appealing 

border. It helps protect the artwork from 

direct contact with the glass and enhances 

the  overall  presentation.  Select  a  mat 

board that is acid-free to prevent damage 

to your artwork over time.

3. Backing Board:

 The  backing  board  provides  a  rigid 

support for the artwork and helps secure it 

within the frame. Choose a backing board 

made  from  sturdy  materials  such  as 

corrugated cardboard or foam board.

4. Glass or Plexiglass:

 Glass  or  plexiglass  is  used to  protect  the 

artwork  from  dust,  moisture,  and  other 

environmental  factors.  Glass  provides  a 

clear  and  distortion-free  view  of  the 
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artwork,  while plexiglass is  a lightweight 

and shatter-resistant alternative.

5. Picture Framing Tape:

 Picture  framing  tape  is  a  specialized 

adhesive used to attach the artwork to the 

backing board and to secure the glass or 

plexiglass  in  place.  It  is  essential  to  use 

acid-free tape to prevent damage to your 

artwork.

6. Framing Nails or Points:

 Framing nails or points are used to secure 

the  backing  board  to  the  frame.  Choose 

nails or points that are appropriate for the 

size  and  weight  of  your  frame  and 

artwork.

7. Hanging Hardware:

 Hanging  hardware,  such  as  D-rings, 

sawtooth  hangers,  or  wire,  is  used  to 

attach  the  framed  artwork  to  the  wall 
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securely. Select hanging hardware that can 

support  the  weight  of  your  framed 

artwork.

8. Measuring and Cutting Tools:

 A tape measure, a utility knife, and a mat 

cutter  are  essential  tools  for  accurately 

measuring and cutting picture frames, mat 

boards, and backing boards. Ensure your 

tools  are sharp and in good condition to 

achieve precise results.

9. Cleaning Supplies:

 A soft cloth, a mild detergent, and a glass 

cleaner  are  necessary  for  cleaning  and 

maintaining your framed artwork. Regular 

cleaning will help preserve the beauty of 

your  framed  pieces  and  prevent  the 

accumulation of dust and dirt.
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 Chapter  1:  Picture  Framing 

Basics

 Measuring  and  Cutting  Picture 

Mats

Measuring  and  cutting  picture  mats  precisely  is  a 

fundamental  aspect  of  picture  framing  that  directly 

impacts  the  overall  presentation  of  your  artwork.  A 

well-cut  mat  can  enhance  the  visual  appeal  of  your 

framed piece, while an improperly cut mat can detract 

from its beauty. This section will guide you through the 

process  of  measuring  and  cutting  picture  mats 

accurately and efficiently.

Understanding the Purpose of a Picture Mat

Before delving into the techniques of  measuring and 

cutting picture mats, it's essential to understand their 

purpose in picture framing. Picture mats serve several 

important functions:

14



1. Spacing and Balance: A  picture mat  creates  a 

visually pleasing space between the artwork and 

the  frame,  providing  a  sense  of  balance  and 

proportion.  It  prevents  the  artwork  from 

appearing  crowded  or  overwhelmed  by  the 

frame.

2. Protection: Picture  mats  help  protect  the 

artwork  from  direct  contact  with  the  glass  or 

Plexiglass,  reducing  the  risk  of  scratches, 

smudges, and other damage.

3. Visual Enhancement: Picture mats can enhance 

the  visual  appeal  of  the  artwork  by  drawing 

attention  to  specific  elements  and  creating  a 

cohesive  presentation.  They  can  also  help  to 

harmonize the colors and textures of the artwork 

with the frame.
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Tools and Materials Required

To measure and cut picture mats accurately, you will 

need the following tools and materials:

1. Picture Mat Board: Choose a mat board that is 

of  good  quality  and  appropriate  thickness  for 

your project.

2. Measuring Tape: A flexible measuring tape with 

metric and imperial units is essential for precise 

measurements.

3. T-Square or Ruler: A T-square or a ruler with a 

straight  edge is  used to draw straight lines for 

cutting the mat board.

4. Pencil or Marking Tool: Use a sharp pencil or a 

marking tool to mark the cutting lines on the mat 

board.

5. Mat  Cutter: A  mat  cutter  is  a  specialized  tool 

specifically designed for cutting picture mats. It 

ensures clean and precise cuts.
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6. Cutting Surface: Use a flat, stable surface, such 

as a cutting mat or a sturdy piece of cardboard, 

to  protect  your  work  surface  and  ensure 

accurate cuts.

Steps for Measuring and Cutting a Picture Mat

1. Measure the Artwork: Begin by measuring the 

artwork you intend to frame. Measure both the 

width and height of the artwork accurately.

2. Determine the  Mat  Border  Width: Decide  on 

the  desired  width  of  the  mat  border.  The  mat 

border is the space between the artwork and the 

edge of the mat. A common rule of thumb is to 

leave  a  border  of  1  to  2  inches  around  the 

artwork,  but  this  can  vary  depending  on  your 

personal preference and the size of the artwork.

3. Calculate the Mat Size: To calculate the overall 

size of the mat, add twice the mat border width 

to  the  width  and  height  of  the  artwork.  For 

example, if your artwork measures 8x10 inches 
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and you want a 1-inch mat border, the mat size 

will be 10x12 inches.

4. Mark the Cutting Lines: Place the picture mat 

board  on  your  cutting  surface.  Use  the 

measuring tape and a T-square or ruler to mark 

the cutting lines on the mat board. Ensure that 

the  lines  are  perpendicular  to  each  other  and 

that the measurements are accurate.

5. Cut the Mat Board: Carefully position the mat 

cutter along the marked cutting lines.  Hold the 

mat cutter firmly and apply gentle pressure as 

you  score  the  mat  board.  Make  sure  to  cut 

through the entire thickness of the mat board in 

one smooth motion.

6. Check the Fit: Once the mat board is cut, place 

the  artwork  on  top  of  it  to  check  the  fit.  The 

artwork should fit snugly within the mat opening 

without any gaps or overlaps. If necessary, make 
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minor adjustments to the cut lines and re-cut the 

mat board until you achieve a perfect fit.

Tips for Accurate Cutting

 Use a sharp mat cutter blade to ensure clean and 

precise cuts.

 Always  measure  and  mark  the  cutting  lines 

carefully before cutting.

 Cut the mat board in one smooth motion to avoid 

ragged edges.

 Check the fit  of  the artwork on the mat  board 

before finalizing the cut.

By following these steps and tips, you can measure and 

cut  picture  mats  accurately,  creating  a  visually 

appealing and protective presentation for your framed 

artwork.

19



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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