
The Alive Tongue

Introduction

The English language is a living, breathing thing. It is 

constantly  evolving,  changing,  and  adapting  to  the 

needs of its speakers. It is a powerful tool that we use to 

communicate with each other, to express our thoughts 

and feelings, and to learn about the world around us.

In this  book,  we will  explore the many facets  of  the 

English  language.  We  will  look  at  its  history,  its 

structure, and its usage. We will also explore the role 

that  language  plays  in  our  lives,  both  as  individuals 

and as a society.

The  English  language  is  a  fascinating  and  complex 

subject.  It  is  a  language  that  is  rich  in  history  and 

tradition,  but  it  is  also  a  language  that  is  constantly 

changing and evolving.  In this book, we will  provide 
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you  with  a  comprehensive  overview  of  the  English 

language, from its origins to its present-day usage.

We hope that you will find this book to be a valuable 

resource.  Whether  you  are  a  student,  a  teacher,  or 

simply  someone  who  is  interested  in  learning  more 

about  the English language,  we believe that  you will 

find something of interest in this book.

The English language is a gift. It is a gift that we should 

cherish and protect. It is a gift that we should use to 

communicate with each other, to learn about the world 

around us,  and  to  make  a  positive  difference  in  the 

world.

We hope that this book will help you to appreciate the 

beauty and power of  the English language.  We hope 

that it  will  inspire you to use your language skills to 

make a positive difference in the world.
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Book Description

The Alive Tongue is a comprehensive and accessible 

guide to the English language. In this book, Pasquale De 

Marco explores the many facets of this fascinating and 

complex language,  from its  origins to  its  present-day 

usage.

The Alive Tongue is divided into ten chapters, each of 

which covers a different aspect of the English language. 

These chapters include:

 A  Living  Enigma: This  chapter  provides  an 

overview of the English language, its history, and 

its evolution.

 The Building Blocks of Language: This chapter 

explores  the basic  building blocks  of  language, 

including phonemes, morphemes, and syntax.

 The  Art  of  Communication: This  chapter 

discusses the importance of communication and 

the role that language plays in it.
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 The Language of Society: This chapter examines 

the relationship between language and society, 

exploring how language shapes our culture and 

our world.

 The  Language  of  Literature: This  chapter 

explores the role of language in literature, from 

poetry to fiction to drama.

 The  Language  of  Science: This  chapter 

examines the language of science, exploring how 

scientists  use  language  to  communicate  their 

ideas.

 The  Language  of  Technology: This  chapter 

looks  at  the  language  of  technology,  exploring 

how  the  internet  and  other  technologies  have 

changed the way we communicate.

 The  Language  of  Business: This  chapter 

explores  the  language  of  business,  examining 

how  businesses  use  language  to  persuade  and 

sell.
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 The Language of  Law: This  chapter  examines 

the language of law, exploring how lawyers use 

language to create and enforce laws.

 The Future of Language: This chapter looks at 

the  future  of  the  English  language,  exploring 

how it is likely to change and evolve in the years 

to come.

The Alive Tongue is an essential resource for anyone 

who wants to learn more about the English language. It 

is  a  valuable  tool  for  students,  teachers,  and anyone 

else who is interested in this fascinating subject.

Whether  you  are  a  native  speaker  of  English  or  a 

learner, The Alive Tongue will help you to appreciate 

the beauty and power of this amazing language. 
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Chapter 1: A Living Enigma

The Origin of Language

The origin of language, the very tongue that connects 

us,  is  a  mystery  that  has  intrigued  scholars  and 

philosophers for centuries. While the precise details of 

its  emergence remain shrouded in the mists  of  time, 

linguists  and  anthropologists  have  pieced  together  a 

fascinating narrative of its evolution.

Language,  in  its  most  basic  form,  is  a  system  of 

communication that allows us to express our thoughts 

and  experiences.  It  is  a  means  of  sharing  ideas, 

conveying  emotions,  and  forging  connections  with 

others. Without language, we would be isolated beings, 

unable to fully comprehend the world around us or to 

share our inner lives with others.

The origins of language are intertwined with the very 

essence of what it means to be human. As we evolved 

from  our  hominid  ancestors,  the  need  for  effective 
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communication  became  increasingly  important.  The 

ability to convey complex messages, plan cooperative 

actions,  and  pass  on  knowledge  and  traditions  from 

one  generation  to  the  next  provided  a  significant 

advantage in the struggle for survival.

One  of  the  most  widely  accepted  theories  about  the 

origin  of  language  is  that  it  emerged  gradually  as  a 

byproduct  of  our  natural  ability  to  vocalize  and 

produce  sounds.  Through  a  process  of  imitation, 

repetition,  and  refinement,  specific  vocalizations 

became associated with specific meanings. Over time, 

these  associations  became  more  complex  and 

structured, forming the building blocks of language.

Another theory suggests that language has its roots in 

gestures and body language. Our ancestors may have 

begun  by  communicating  through  a  combination  of 

gestures,  facial  expressions,  and vocalizations.  As the 

complexity  of  our  communication  needs  grew,  these 

gestures and vocalizations gradually evolved into the 
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more abstract and symbolic system of language that we 

use today.

Regardless  of  its  exact  origin,  language has  played a 

pivotal role in the evolution of human society. It has 

allowed us to develop complex social structures, share 

knowledge,  and  accumulate  wisdom  across 

generations. Language is the very fabric of our culture, 

the  vessel  through  which  we  express  our  creativity, 

and the bridge that connects us to one another.
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Chapter 1: A Living Enigma

The Evolution of English

The English language is a living, breathing thing. It is 

constantly  evolving,  changing,  and  adapting  to  the 

needs of its speakers. It is a powerful tool that we use to 

communicate with each other, to express our thoughts 

and feelings, and to learn about the world around us.

The English language has a long and rich history. It is a 

Germanic  language  that  evolved  from  the  languages 

spoken by the  Anglo-Saxons,  who invaded Britain  in 

the  5th  century  AD.  The  Anglo-Saxons  brought  their 

own language to Britain, which eventually merged with 

the Celtic languages that were spoken there. Over time, 

the  English  language  has  been  influenced  by  many 

other languages, including Latin, French, and Norman.

As a result of this long and complex history, the English 

language  is  a  very  diverse  language.  It  has  a  large 

vocabulary, with words that have been borrowed from 
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many  different  languages.  It  also  has  a  complex 

grammar, with many different rules and exceptions.

Despite its complexity, the English language is a very 

adaptable language. It has been used to express a wide 

range of ideas and emotions, from the most profound 

to the most mundane. It is the language of Shakespeare, 

Milton,  and  Dickens.  It  is  the  language  of  science, 

technology, and business. It is the language of everyday 

conversation.

The  English  language  is  a  living  language.  It  is 

constantly changing and evolving. It is a language that 

is capable of expressing anything that we can think or 

feel. It is a language that is rich in history and tradition, 

but it is also a language that is constantly looking to the 

future.

The English language is a powerful tool. It can be used 

to  communicate,  to  educate,  to  entertain,  and  to 

inspire. It is a language that can change the world.
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Chapter 1: A Living Enigma

The Power of Words

Words are powerful. They can build up or tear down. 

They can inspire or discourage. They can create beauty 

or ugliness.

The power of words is not just limited to their ability to 

communicate ideas. Words can also affect our thoughts 

and feelings. They can make us happy or sad, angry or 

calm. They can even change our beliefs and values.

The power of words is something that we should never 

take for granted. We should use words wisely and with 

purpose. We should use them to build up, not to tear 

down.  We  should  use  them  to  inspire,  not  to 

discourage. We should use them to create beauty, not 

ugliness.

The words we use reflect who we are. They show our 

values  and  our  beliefs.  They  show  our  level  of 

11



education and our intelligence. They show our sense of 

humor and our personality.

We should always be mindful of the words we use. We 

should  choose  words  that  are  appropriate  for  the 

situation  and  the  audience.  We  should  avoid  using 

words  that  are  offensive  or  hurtful.  We  should  use 

words that are clear and concise.

The power of words is a gift. It is a gift that we should 

use wisely. We should use words to make the world a 

better place.

Words can change the world. They can start wars or 

they can bring peace. They can create hatred or they 

can promote love. The power of words is immense, and 

we should use it responsibly.

We should use words to build bridges, not walls.  We 

should use words to heal wounds, not to create them. 

We should use words to promote understanding,  not 

division.
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The power of words is a gift. It is a gift that we should 

cherish and use wisely.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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