
The Flying Fever

Introduction

The  allure  of  controlling  a  flying  machine  from  the 

ground  has  captivated  enthusiasts  worldwide  for 

decades. Radio control (RC) flying offers a unique blend 

of  exhilaration,  skill,  and  creativity,  making  it  an 

engaging  hobby  for  individuals  of  all  ages.  In  this 

comprehensive guide, Pasquale De Marco takes you on 

an immersive journey into the world of  RC aviation, 

providing a thorough understanding of the basics and 

empowering you to navigate the skies with confidence.

Whether you're a complete beginner or an experienced 

RC  pilot  seeking  to  enhance  your  skills,  this  book  is 

your trusted companion. With The Flying Fever as your 

guide, you'll gain a solid foundation in the principles of 

RC aircraft operation, covering essential topics such as 

aircraft  selection,  safety  precautions,  basic  flight 
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maneuvers,  and  troubleshooting.  Delve  into  the 

fascinating  world  of  RC  aircraft  technology,  where 

you'll learn about the intricate components that bring 

these  marvels  of  engineering  to  life.  Explore  the 

diverse types of RC aircraft, from traditional fixed-wing 

planes  to  agile  multi-rotor  drones,  and  discover  the 

unique capabilities of each.

As you progress, you'll embark on an exploration of the 

RC flying environment, learning how to select suitable 

locations, understand weather conditions, and adhere 

to airspace regulations. Join the vibrant community of 

RC enthusiasts,  discover the joy of  flying with fellow 

hobbyists, and delve into the exciting world of RC flying 

competitions and challenges. Whether you're drawn to 

the  precision  of  aerobatic  maneuvers,  the  thrill  of 

aerial  photography,  or  the  creativity  of  building  and 

customizing your own RC aircraft, this book provides a 

wealth  of  knowledge  and  inspiration  to  fuel  your 

passion.
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With  a  strong  emphasis  on  safety  and  risk 

management, Pasquale De Marco equips you with the 

knowledge  and  skills  to  operate  your  RC  aircraft 

responsibly  and  minimize  potential  hazards.  Learn 

about  emergency  procedures,  insurance 

considerations,  and  best  practices  for  safe  and 

enjoyable flying experiences. Engage in immersive RC 

flying  experiences,  from  exploring  unique 

environments  like  indoor  and  FPV  flying  to 

participating in RC flying events and demonstrations. 

Capture  the  breathtaking  beauty  of  flight  through 

photography,  share  your  experiences  with  fellow 

enthusiasts, and contribute to the advancement of RC 

aviation as a hobby and a passion.

With The Flying Fever, you'll not only master the art of 

RC  flying  but  also  unlock  a  world  of  endless 

possibilities,  friendships,  and  unforgettable  moments 

in the sky. So, prepare to take flight and embark on an 

extraordinary journey into the world of RC aviation!
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Book Description

The  Flying  Fever  is  the  ultimate  guide  to  the 

exhilarating  world  of  radio  control  (RC)  flying, 

meticulously  crafted  to  empower  both  aspiring  and 

experienced RC enthusiasts to conquer the skies. Delve 

into the captivating realm of RC aviation as Pasquale 

De  Marco  unveils  the  intricacies  of  this  captivating 

hobby,  providing  a  comprehensive  roadmap  to 

mastering the art of RC flight.

With  The  Flying  Fever  as  your  trusted  companion, 

you'll  embark  on  an  immersive  journey,  beginning 

with the fundamentals of RC aircraft selection, safety 

protocols,  and  essential  flight  maneuvers. 

Progressively, you'll delve into the fascinating world of 

RC  aircraft  technology,  gaining  a  thorough 

understanding  of  the  components  that  orchestrate 

these aerial marvels. Explore the diverse spectrum of 

RC aircraft, from traditional fixed-wing planes to agile 
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multi-rotor drones, unlocking the unique capabilities of 

each.

As  you  ascend  in  your  RC  flying  prowess,  you'll 

navigate  the  nuances  of  the  RC  flying  environment, 

learning to select suitable locations, interpret weather 

conditions, and adhere to airspace regulations. Join the 

vibrant  community  of  RC  enthusiasts,  discover  the 

camaraderie  of  flying  with  fellow  hobbyists,  and 

immerse yourself in the adrenaline-fueled world of RC 

flying  competitions  and  challenges.  Whether  your 

passion lies  in the precision of  aerobatic  maneuvers, 

the artistry of aerial photography, or the ingenuity of 

building  and  customizing  your  own  RC  aircraft,  this 

book  ignites  your  imagination  and  provides  the 

knowledge to transform your aspirations into reality.

Pasquale De Marco places paramount importance on 

safety and risk management,  equipping you with the 

knowledge  and  skills  to  operate  your  RC  aircraft 

responsibly  and  minimize  potential  hazards.  Learn 
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about  emergency  procedures,  insurance 

considerations,  and  best  practices  for  safe  and 

enjoyable flying experiences. Engage in immersive RC 

flying  experiences,  from  exploring  unique 

environments  like  indoor  and  FPV  flying  to 

participating in RC flying events and demonstrations. 

Capture  the  breathtaking  beauty  of  flight  through 

photography,  share  your  experiences  with  fellow 

enthusiasts, and contribute to the advancement of RC 

aviation as a hobby and a passion.

With The Flying Fever as your guide, you'll soar beyond 

the boundaries of your imagination, unlocking a world 

of endless possibilities, friendships, and unforgettable 

moments  in  the  sky.  Prepare  to  embark  on  an 

extraordinary journey into  the world of  RC aviation, 

where the sky is your canvas and the limits are defined 

only by your own ambition.
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Chapter  1:  Unleashing  the  RC 

Adventure

1. The Allure of Radio Control Flying

The captivating allure of radio control (RC) flying lies in 

its unique blend of freedom, challenge, and creativity. 

It grants individuals the extraordinary ability to pilot 

and  maneuver  aircraft  models  through  the  skies, 

mirroring  the  exhilaration  experienced  by  aviation 

pioneers.  Whether soaring through the open expanse 

or performing intricate maneuvers, RC flying offers an 

immersive  and  engaging  experience  that  sparks  the 

imagination and ignites a passion for flight.

The accessibility of RC flying further contributes to its 

appeal.  Unlike  traditional  aviation,  which  requires 

extensive training and certification, RC flying presents 

a  more  approachable  pathway  for  individuals  to 

experience the thrill of aviation. With advancements in 

technology,  RC  aircraft  have  become  more  user-
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friendly, making them suitable for hobbyists of all skill 

levels.  Whether  you're  a  complete  beginner  or  an 

experienced pilot, RC flying provides a rewarding and 

enjoyable hobby.

Beyond the thrill of flight, RC flying fosters a sense of 

community  among enthusiasts.  Joining local  clubs  or 

participating in RC flying events offers opportunities to 

connect  with  like-minded  individuals,  exchange 

knowledge,  and  share  experiences.  These  gatherings 

provide a platform for pilots to showcase their skills, 

learn  from  seasoned  experts,  and  forge  lifelong 

friendships.

RC flying also offers a creative outlet for individuals to 

express  their  artistic  and  technical  abilities.  From 

customizing  the  appearance  of  their  aircraft  to 

designing and building their own models from scratch, 

RC  flying  empowers  enthusiasts  to  unleash  their 

creativity and bring their visions to life.  Whether it's 

replicating  iconic  aircraft  designs  or  experimenting 
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with  innovative  configurations,  the  possibilities  are 

endless.

Moreover,  RC flying can serve as a gateway to STEM 

education,  piquing  interest  in  science,  technology, 

engineering,  and  mathematics.  Understanding  the 

principles of aerodynamics, electronics, and mechanics 

involved  in  RC  flying  can  inspire  young  minds  to 

pursue further education and careers in these fields. 

Engaging in RC flying can lay the foundation for future 

innovators and engineers, fostering a passion for STEM 

subjects.

The  allure  of  RC  flying  transcends  age,  gender,  and 

background, captivating individuals from all walks of 

life.  Its combination of freedom, challenge, creativity, 

community,  and  educational  value  makes  it  a 

captivating  hobby  that  continues  to  attract  new 

enthusiasts year after year.
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Chapter  1:  Unleashing  the  RC 

Adventure

2. Understanding the Basics of RC Aircraft

Radio  control  (RC)  aircraft,  also  known  as  model 

aircraft,  are  miniature  flying  machines  operated 

remotely using a radio transmitter.  These fascinating 

devices  have  captivated  hobbyists  and  enthusiasts 

around  the  world  for  decades.  Whether  you're  a 

beginner  or  an  experienced  pilot,  understanding  the 

basics  of  RC  aircraft  is  essential  for  a  safe  and 

enjoyable flying experience.

Anatomy of an RC Aircraft

The  first  step  towards  mastering  RC  flying  is 

familiarizing  yourself  with  the  anatomy  of  an  RC 

aircraft. These aircraft typically consist of the following 

components:
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1. Fuselage: The main body of the aircraft,  which 

houses the electronic components,  battery,  and 

other essential systems.

2. Wings:  Airfoils  that  provide  lift  and  allow  the 

aircraft to fly.

3. Control Surfaces: Moving parts on the wings and 

tail  that allow the pilot to control the aircraft's 

movement.

4. Propeller: A rotating blade or blades that provide 

thrust to move the aircraft forward.

5. Landing Gear: Wheels or skids that support the 

aircraft during takeoff and landing.

6. Radio  Receiver:  Receives  signals  from  the 

transmitter  and  translates  them  into  control 

inputs for the aircraft.

7. Flight  Controller:  An  electronic  device  that 

stabilizes the aircraft and ensures smooth flight.

8. Transmitter: Handheld device used by the pilot 

to send control signals to the aircraft.
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Types of RC Aircraft

RC aircraft come in a wide variety of types, each with 

its  unique  characteristics  and  capabilities.  Some 

common types include:

1. Fixed-Wing  Aircraft:  These  are  traditional 

aircraft  with  wings  that  remain  fixed  during 

flight.  They  can  be  further  classified  into 

categories  such  as  trainers,  sport  planes, 

aerobatic planes, and scale models.

2. Multi-Rotor Aircraft: These aircraft, also known 

as drones or quadcopters,  have multiple rotors 

that provide lift and maneuverability. They are 

popular for their stability and ease of control.

3. Helicopters: RC helicopters have rotating blades 

that  allow them to take off and land vertically 

and hover in mid-air. They are more challenging 

to fly than fixed-wing aircraft but offer a unique 

flying experience.
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4. Gliders: These aircraft are unpowered and rely 

on  wind  currents  to  stay  airborne.  They  are 

popular for their graceful flight and long flight 

times.

5. Jets: RC jets are powered by small jet engines and 

can reach high speeds. They are typically more 

expensive  and  complex  to  operate  than  other 

types of RC aircraft.

Choosing the Right RC Aircraft for Beginners

Selecting the right RC aircraft for beginners is crucial 

for a successful and enjoyable flying experience. Here 

are some factors to consider:

1. Skill  Level:  Start  with  a  beginner-friendly 

aircraft  that  is  easy  to  control  and  has  stable 

flight characteristics.

2. Size and Weight: Choose an aircraft that is small 

and  lightweight,  as  these  are  easier  to  handle 

and less likely to cause damage if they crash.
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3. Flight  Environment:  Consider  the  flying 

environment  where  you  plan  to  operate  your 

aircraft.  Some  aircraft  are  better  suited  for 

indoor  flying,  while  others  are  designed  for 

outdoor use.

4. Budget:  RC  aircraft  come  in  a  wide  range  of 

prices. Set a budget before making a purchase to 

ensure you get  a  quality  aircraft  that  fits  your 

financial constraints.

With  a  basic  understanding  of  RC  aircraft  and  the 

factors to consider when choosing one, you're well on 

your way to embarking on an exciting journey into the 

world of RC flying.
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Chapter  1:  Unleashing  the  RC 

Adventure

3.  Choosing  the  Right  RC  Aircraft  for 

Beginners

Mastering the art of RC flying begins with selecting the 

most  suitable  aircraft  for  your  skill  level  and 

preferences. As a beginner, it's crucial to choose an RC 

aircraft  that  is  easy to  control,  durable,  and offers  a 

stable flying experience. Let's explore the key factors to 

consider when making this important decision.

1.  Type of  RC Aircraft: RC aircraft  come in various 

types,  each  with  unique  characteristics.  Fixed-wing 

aircraft, resembling traditional airplanes, are popular 

among  beginners  due  to  their  stability  and  ease  of 

control.  Helicopters,  known  for  their  versatility  and 

maneuverability, require more skill and experience to 

operate.  Multi-rotor  drones,  such  as  quadcopters, 
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provide exceptional stability and control, making them 

ideal for aerial photography and videography.

2.  Size  and  Weight: The  size  and  weight  of  an  RC 

aircraft  play  a  significant  role  in  its  flight 

characteristics.  Larger  aircraft  are  generally  more 

stable  and  easier  to  control,  especially  in  windy 

conditions.  However,  they  require  more  space  for 

takeoff  and  landing  and  are  less  portable.  Smaller 

aircraft  are  more  agile  and  maneuverable,  making 

them suitable for indoor flying or confined spaces.

3.  Power  System: RC  aircraft  can  be  powered  by 

electric  motors  or  internal  combustion  engines. 

Electric-powered  aircraft  are  quieter,  cleaner,  and 

easier  to  maintain.  They  are  also  becoming 

increasingly powerful, making them a viable option for 

various  types  of  RC  aircraft.  Internal  combustion 

engines,  on  the  other  hand,  offer  more  power  and 

longer flight times, but they are louder, more complex 

to operate, and require more maintenance.
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4.  Transmitter  and  Receiver: The  transmitter  and 

receiver  are  the heart  of  the RC control  system.  The 

transmitter, held by the pilot, sends control signals to 

the receiver,  which is installed on the aircraft.  These 

signals control the aircraft's flight surfaces, such as the 

ailerons, elevator, rudder, and throttle. It's essential to 

choose a transmitter and receiver that are compatible 

with each other and offer reliable communication.

5. Safety Features: Safety is paramount in RC flying, 

especially  for  beginners.  Look  for  RC  aircraft  that 

incorporate  safety  features  such  as  self-leveling 

technology, which helps stabilize the aircraft in flight. 

Some aircraft also have built-in GPS systems that allow 

them to return to their takeoff point in case of signal 

loss or disorientation.

Conclusion: Choosing  the  right  RC  aircraft  for 

beginners  is  crucial  for  a  safe  and  enjoyable  flying 

experience.  Consider  factors  such  as  the  type  of 

aircraft,  size  and  weight,  power  system,  transmitter 
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and  receiver,  and  safety  features.  With  careful 

consideration  and  research,  you  can  select  an  RC 

aircraft that matches your skill level and preferences, 

setting you on the path to RC flying success. 
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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