The Evolving Family in a Revolutionary
State: A Journey Through Soviet Family

Policy and Social Life

Introduction

The family, as an institution, has undergone profound
transformations throughout history, shaped by
cultural, economic, and political forces. The Russian
Revolution of 1917 marked a pivotal moment in this
evolution, as the Bolsheviks sought to reshape the very
foundation of family life in their pursuit of a socialist
utopia. This book delves into the intricate relationship
between the Soviet state, family policy, and social life,

spanning the period from 1917 to 1936.

The Bolsheviks envisioned a society where the
traditional family, with its patriarchal structures and

gender inequalities, would wither away. They believed
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that communal living, public dining halls, and state-run
childcare facilities would liberate women from
domestic labor and allow them to fully participate in
the workforce. However, the reality proved to be far

more complex.

The initial attempts at family reform encountered
fierce resistance from deeply ingrained traditional
values and cultural norms. The peasantry, a significant
portion of the population, clung to their traditional
family structures and practices, viewing the Bolsheviks'

radical ideas with suspicion and hostility.

The state's efforts to promote communal living and
dismantle the nuclear family faced numerous
challenges. The establishment of communes often led
to overcrowding, privacy issues, and a decline in family
intimacy. The ideal of collective childcare proved
difficult to implement effectively, as the state struggled

to provide adequate resources and trained personnel.



Despite these obstacles, the Soviet state persisted in its
attempts to reshape family life. The 1918 Marriage Law
introduced radical changes, allowing for easy divorce
and granting women equal rights in marriage. The
1926 Abortion Law legalized abortion on demand, a
groundbreaking step that sparked controversy and

debate.

The pendulum of Soviet family policy swung
dramatically in 1936 with the introduction of the
Family Code. This code reversed many of the earlier
reforms, emphasizing the importance of traditional
family values, motherhood, and the patriarchal family
structure. This shift reflected a broader ideological
change within the Soviet Union, as Stalin consolidated
his power and sought to instill a sense of stability and

order in society.

The consequences of these policies were far-reaching,
impacting not only the structure of families but also the

roles of women, men, and children within them. This



book explores the intricate interplay between the state,
family, and society, shedding light on the complexities
of social change and the enduring power of traditional

values.



Book Description

In the aftermath of the Russian Revolution of 1917, the
Bolsheviks embarked on an ambitious experiment to
reshape society, including the institution of the family.
This book offers a comprehensive exploration of Soviet
family policy and social life from 1917 to 1936, a period

of profound change and upheaval.

The Bolsheviks envisioned a society where the
traditional family, with its patriarchal structures and
gender inequalities, would wither away. They believed
that communal living, public dining halls, and state-run
childcare facilities would liberate women from
domestic labor and allow them to fully participate in
the workforce. However, the reality proved to be far

more complex.

Initial attempts at family reform encountered fierce
resistance from deeply ingrained traditional values and

cultural norms. The peasantry, a significant portion of



the population, clung to their traditional family
structures and practices, viewing the Bolsheviks'

radical ideas with suspicion and hostility.

The state's efforts to promote communal living and
dismantle the nuclear family faced numerous
challenges. The establishment of communes often led
to overcrowding, privacy issues, and a decline in family
intimacy. The ideal of collective childcare proved
difficult to implement effectively, as the state struggled

to provide adequate resources and trained personnel.

Despite these obstacles, the Soviet state persisted in its
attempts to reshape family life. The 1918 Marriage Law
introduced radical changes, allowing for easy divorce
and granting women equal rights in marriage. The
1926 Abortion Law legalized abortion on demand, a
groundbreaking step that sparked controversy and

debate.

The pendulum of Soviet family policy swung

dramatically in 1936 with the introduction of the
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Family Code. This code reversed many of the earlier
reforms, emphasizing the importance of traditional
family values, motherhood, and the patriarchal family
structure. This shift reflected a broader ideological
change within the Soviet Union, as Stalin consolidated
his power and sought to instill a sense of stability and

order in society.

This book delves into the intricate relationship
between the Soviet state, family policy, and social life,
shedding light on the complexities of social change and
the enduring power of traditional values. It is a
valuable resource for anyone interested in Soviet
history, gender studies, or the evolution of the family in

the 20th century.



Chapter 1: Revolution and Family

Transformation

The Bolsheviks' Vision for the Family

In the aftermath of the October Revolution, the
Bolsheviks embarked on an ambitious project to
reshape Russian society according to their communist
ideals. This transformation extended to the realm of
family life, as they sought to dismantle traditional
family structures and create a new socialist model of

the family.

The Bolsheviks believed that the traditional family,
with its patriarchal structure and gender inequalities,
was a relic of the bourgeois past. They argued that the
family served to oppress women and perpetuate class
divisions. They envisioned a society where the family
would wither away and be replaced by communal
living, public dining halls, and state-run childcare

facilities.
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This vision was rooted in the Marxist belief that the
family is an economic institution that serves to
maintain the capitalist system. The Bolsheviks argued
that the private ownership of property and the division
of labor within the family created a power imbalance
between men and women, with men controlling the
means of production and women confined to the

domestic sphere.

They believed that by abolishing private property and
collectivizing the means of production, they could
eliminate the economic basis of the traditional family
and create a society where women and men would be
truly equal. This new socialist family would be based
on shared responsibilities, mutual respect, and the

collective care of children.

The Bolsheviks' vision for the family was also
influenced by their utopian ideals. They believed that
by creating a classless, stateless society, they could

eliminate the root causes of social inequality and



conflict. They envisioned a society where people would
live in harmony and cooperation, and where the family
would be a source of love, support, and fulfillment for

all its members.

While the Bolsheviks' vision for the family was
ambitious and idealistic, it was also deeply flawed.
They underestimated the power of traditional values
and cultural norms, and they failed to appreciate the
importance of the family as a source of identity,
security, and emotional support. Their attempts to
dismantle the traditional family would have far-

reaching consequences for Soviet society.
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Chapter 1: Revolution and Family

Transformation

Initial Attempts at Family Reform

The Bolsheviks' rise to power in 1917 marked a
watershed moment in the history of the family in
Russia. They embarked on an ambitious project to
reshape family life and gender relations in accordance
with their socialist ideology. Their initial attempts at
family reform were bold and far-reaching, reflecting
their belief that the traditional family was an
oppressive institution that hindered the liberation of

women and the progress of society.

One of the first targets of the Bolsheviks' family reform
efforts was the institution of marriage. The 1918
Marriage Law introduced radical changes, abolishing
religious marriage ceremonies and allowing for easy
divorce. Marriage was redefined as a civil contract

between two individuals, with no legal or religious
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impediments. This law was a significant step towards
gender equality, as it granted women the same rights

and responsibilities in marriage as men.

The Bolsheviks also sought to promote communal
living as an alternative to the traditional family
structure. They believed that communal living would
liberate women from domestic labor and allow them to
fully participate in the workforce. Communes were
established in urban areas, where people shared living
spaces, meals, and childcare responsibilities. However,
these communes often faced challenges, such as
overcrowding, privacy issues, and a decline in family

intimacy.

In addition to these reforms, the Bolsheviks also
legalized abortion in 1920. This was a controversial
decision, as abortion was widely condemned by the
Orthodox Church and many traditionalists. However,
the Bolsheviks argued that abortion was necessary to

protect women's health and reproductive rights.
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The Bolsheviks' initial attempts at family reform
encountered significant resistance from traditional
values and cultural norms. The peasantry, a large and
influential segment of the population, clung to their
traditional family structures and practices. They
viewed the Bolsheviks' radical ideas with suspicion and
hostility, and resisted attempts to collectivize

agriculture and dismantle the nuclear family.

Despite these challenges, the Bolsheviks persisted in
their efforts to reshape family life. They believed that
these reforms were essential to creating a new socialist
society. However, the pendulum of Soviet family policy
would swing dramatically in the 1930s, as Stalin
consolidated his power and sought to instill a sense of

stability and order in society.
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Chapter 1: Revolution and Family

Transformation

Resistance from Traditional Values

The Bolsheviks' vision for a society free from
traditional family structures encountered fierce
resistance from deeply ingrained cultural norms and
values. The peasantry, a significant portion of the
population, held onto their traditional family practices
and patriarchal structures, viewing the Bolsheviks'

radical ideas with suspicion and hostility.

The Peasant Family: Peasant families in Russia had a
strong patriarchal structure, with the father as the
head of the household and the women responsible for
domestic duties and childcare. The extended family
played a vital role, providing support and security in
times of need. The Bolsheviks' attempts to dismantle

this traditional family structure and promote
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communal living were met with strong resistance from

the peasantry.

The Role of Religion: Religious beliefs and practices
also played a significant role in shaping family life in
Russia. The Russian Orthodox Church, with its
emphasis on traditional family values and the sanctity
of marriage, strongly opposed the Bolsheviks' family
reforms. The Church's influence, particularly in rural
areas, provided a source of resistance to the Bolsheviks'

attempts to reshape family life.

Cultural Norms and Values: Cultural norms and
values also contributed to the resistance against the
Bolsheviks' family policies. The idea of the nuclear
family as the foundation of society was deeply
ingrained in Russian culture. The Bolsheviks' attempts
to promote communal living and dismantle the
traditional family were seen as an attack on these

deeply held values, leading to widespread opposition.

15



The Impact of Resistance: The resistance from
traditional values had a significant impact on the
implementation of the Bolsheviks' family policies. The
peasantry's refusal to embrace communal living and
the Church's opposition to the new marriage and
abortion laws made it difficult for the Bolsheviks to
achieve their goals. This resistance contributed to the
eventual reversal of many of the early family reforms
and the return to more traditional family values in the

later years of the Soviet Union.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and
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now available in various formats.
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