
The  Pen  Turner's  Complete  Guide:  A 

Step-by-Step Guide to Pen Crafting

Introduction

Welcome  to  the  fascinating  world  of  pen  turning,  a 

craft  that  combines  artistry,  precision,  and  a  deep 

appreciation  for  the  beauty  of  wood.  In  this 

comprehensive guide, Pasquale De Marco takes you on 

a  journey  through  every  aspect  of  this  rewarding 

hobby, from selecting the right tools and materials to 

mastering advanced techniques and creating stunning 

pens that are both functional and works of art.

Whether you're a complete beginner or an experienced 

turner looking to expand your skills, The Pen Turner's 

Complete Guide: A Step-by-Step Guide to Pen Crafting 

provides a wealth of knowledge and inspiration. With 

clear,  step-by-step  instructions  and over  100  detailed 
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photographs,  Pasquale  De Marco guides  you through 

every  stage  of  the  pen-making  process,  empowering 

you to create beautiful  and unique pens that will  be 

treasured for years to come.

Inside this book, you'll discover:

 The  history  of  pen  turning  and  the  different 

types of pens you can make

 Essential tools and equipment for pen turners of 

all levels

 A  comprehensive  guide  to  wood  selection, 

preparation, and mounting

 Detailed instructions for turning a variety of pen 

shapes and styles

 In-depth coverage of advanced techniques, such 

as hollowing, inlaying, and embellishing

 Troubleshooting tips for common problems and 

expert advice for achieving the best results
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Pasquale De Marco shares his passion for pen turning 

throughout  the  book,  offering  valuable  insights  and 

practical tips that will help you refine your skills and 

create truly exceptional pens.  With The Pen Turner's 

Complete Guide: A Step-by-Step Guide to Pen Crafting, 

you'll learn how to:

 Choose the right wood for your pen project and 

prepare it for turning

 Use  basic  turning  tools  to  create  simple  pen 

shapes and gradually progress to more complex 

designs

 Hollow out the pen blank to create space for the 

ink cartridge or refill

 Inlay different materials, such as metal, acrylic, 

or exotic woods, to add unique accents to your 

pens

 Embellish your pens with engraving, carving, or 

painting to create one-of-a-kind pieces
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 Install  pen  hardware,  such  as  clips,  caps,  and 

nibs,  to  complete  your  pens  and  make  them 

functional

Whether you're looking to create personalized gifts for 

friends  and  family,  add  a  touch  of  elegance  to  your 

desk,  or  simply  enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  crafting 

something  beautiful  with  your  own  hands,  The  Pen 

Turner's Complete Guide: A Step-by-Step Guide to Pen 

Crafting is the ultimate resource for pen turners of all 

levels. Join Pasquale De Marco on this exciting journey 

and discover the joy of creating stunning pens that are 

both functional and works of art.
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Book Description

In  this  definitive  guide  to  the  craft  of  pen  turning, 

Pasquale  De  Marco  takes  you  on  a  journey  through 

every aspect  of  this  rewarding hobby,  from selecting 

the  right  tools  and  materials  to  mastering  advanced 

techniques  and creating stunning pens that  are  both 

functional  and works  of  art.  With  clear,  step-by-step 

instructions  and  over  100  detailed  photographs, 

Pasquale De Marco guides you through every stage of 

the  pen-making  process,  empowering  you  to  create 

beautiful  and unique pens that  will  be treasured for 

years to come.

Whether you're a complete beginner or an experienced 

turner looking to expand your skills, The Pen Turner's 

Complete Guide: A Step-by-Step Guide to Pen Crafting 

provides  a  wealth  of  knowledge  and  inspiration. 

Discover the history of pen turning and the different 

types of pens you can make, from classic ballpoint pens 

to elegant fountain pens and intricate rollerball pens. 
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Learn how to choose the right wood for your project, 

prepare it  for turning, and use basic turning tools to 

create simple pen shapes.

As  you  progress  through  the  book,  you'll  master 

advanced  techniques  such  as  hollowing  out  the  pen 

blank  to  create  space  for  the  ink  cartridge  or  refill, 

inlaying different materials to add unique accents, and 

embellishing  your  pens  with  engraving,  carving,  or 

painting.  Pasquale  De  Marco  also  provides 

troubleshooting tips for common problems and expert 

advice for achieving the best results.

With The Pen Turner's Complete Guide: A Step-by-Step 

Guide to Pen Crafting, you'll learn how to:

 Choose the right wood for your pen project and 

prepare it for turning

 Use  basic  turning  tools  to  create  simple  pen 

shapes and gradually progress to more complex 

designs
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 Hollow out the pen blank to create space for the 

ink cartridge or refill

 Inlay different materials, such as metal, acrylic, 

or exotic woods, to add unique accents to your 

pens

 Embellish your pens with engraving, carving, or 

painting to create one-of-a-kind pieces

 Install  pen  hardware,  such  as  clips,  caps,  and 

nibs,  to  complete  your  pens  and  make  them 

functional

Whether you're looking to create personalized gifts for 

friends  and  family,  add  a  touch  of  elegance  to  your 

desk,  or  simply  enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  crafting 

something  beautiful  with  your  own  hands,  The  Pen 

Turner's Complete Guide: A Step-by-Step Guide to Pen 

Crafting is the ultimate resource for pen turners of all 

levels. Join Pasquale De Marco on this exciting journey 

and discover the joy of creating stunning pens that are 

both functional and works of art.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Pen Turning

History of pen turning

The art of pen turning can be traced back to ancient 

Egypt,  where  scribes  used  simple  lathes  to  create 

writing  implements  from  reeds  and  other  materials. 

These early pens were often decorated with intricate 

carvings  and  designs,  reflecting  the  importance  of 

writing in ancient Egyptian society.

Pen turning as we know it today emerged in the 16th 

century, when European craftsmen began using lathes 

to turn wooden pens. These pens were typically made 

from hardwoods, such as oak, walnut, and mahogany, 

and were often embellished with metalwork and other 

decorative elements.

During  the  18th  and  19th  centuries,  pen  turning 

became increasingly popular as a hobby and a form of 

artistic  expression.  Craftsmen  began  to  experiment 
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with  different  woods,  shapes,  and  designs,  creating 

pens that were both functional and beautiful.

In the early 20th century, the invention of the ballpoint 

pen led to a decline in the popularity of wooden pens. 

However, in recent years, there has been a resurgence 

of  interest  in  pen  turning,  as  people  appreciate  the 

beauty and craftsmanship of handmade pens.

Today,  pen  turners  use  a  variety  of  techniques  and 

materials  to  create  pens  that  are  both  unique  and 

functional.  Pen  turning  has  become  a  global  hobby, 

with clubs and organizations dedicated to the craft. Pen 

turners  share  their  knowledge  and  skills  through 

workshops,  demonstrations,  and  online  forums, 

helping to keep the art of pen turning alive and well.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Pen Turning

Different types of pens

The world of  pens is  vast  and varied,  with countless 

types  to  choose  from.  Each type  has  its  own unique 

characteristics,  making  it  suitable  for  different 

purposes and preferences. Here are some of the most 

common types of pens:

 Ballpoint  pens: Ballpoint  pens  are  the  most 

common type  of  pen,  and they  are  known for 

their  reliability  and  affordability.  They  use  a 

ballpoint  tip  to  transfer  ink  to  paper,  which 

results  in  a  smooth  and  consistent  writing 

experience.  Ballpoint  pens  are  available  in  a 

wide variety of colors and styles, making them a 

versatile choice for everyday writing.

 Rollerball  pens: Rollerball  pens  are  similar  to 

ballpoint  pens,  but  they  use  a  liquid  ink  that 

flows more freely. This results in a smoother and 
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more fluid writing experience, with less pressure 

required.  Rollerball  pens  are  often  used  for 

writing signatures and other formal documents, 

as they produce a more elegant and sophisticated 

line.

 Fountain  pens: Fountain  pens  are  the  oldest 

type of pen, and they are still popular today for 

their unique writing experience. Fountain pens 

use a nib to transfer ink to paper, which creates 

a  more  expressive  and personal  line.  Fountain 

pens are available in a wide variety of styles and 

nib sizes, allowing you to customize your writing 

experience.

 Gel pens: Gel pens use a water-based gel ink that 

is  known  for  its  vibrant  colors  and  smooth 

writing experience. Gel pens are often used for 

writing,  drawing,  and  other  creative  activities. 

They are available in a wide variety of colors and 
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styles,  making them a versatile choice for both 

everyday writing and artistic endeavors.

 Marker  pens: Marker  pens  are  a  type  of  felt-

tipped pen that is used for writing and drawing. 

Marker pens are available in a wide variety of 

colors and sizes, and they can be used to create 

both thin and thick lines. Marker pens are often 

used for writing on non-porous surfaces, such as 

plastic and metal.

 Pencils: Pencils  are  not  technically  pens,  but 

they  are  a  common  writing  instrument  that 

deserves mention. Pencils use a graphite core to 

transfer  pigment  to  paper,  which  results  in  a 

softer  and  more  erasable  line.  Pencils  are 

available  in  a  variety  of  grades,  from  soft  to 

hard, which allows you to control the darkness 

and thickness of your lines.

No matter what your writing needs are, there is a type 

of pen that is perfect for you. Experiment with different 
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types of pens to find the one that suits your style and 

preferences.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Pen Turning

Choosing the right wood

Choosing the right wood for your pen turning project is 

essential for achieving both beauty and functionality. 

Different  types  of  wood  have  unique  characteristics 

that affect the appearance, durability, and workability 

of your pen. Here are some factors to consider when 

selecting wood for pen turning:

Grain: The grain of the wood refers to the direction of 

the wood fibers. Woods with a straight grain are easier 

to  turn and produce a  smoother  finish,  while  woods 

with a figured grain, such as burl or spalted wood, can 

add visual interest to your pens.

Hardness: The hardness of the wood determines how 

resistant it is to wear and tear. Harder woods, such as 

ebony  or  rosewood,  are  more  durable  and  will  last 

longer, while softer woods, such as basswood or pine, 
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are  easier  to  turn  and  may  be  more  suitable  for 

beginners.

Color and figure: The color and figure of the wood are 

important  considerations  for  the  aesthetic  appeal  of 

your pen. Some woods, such as maple or walnut, have 

a  uniform  color  and  grain,  while  others,  such  as 

zebrawood  or  bloodwood,  have  striking  colors  and 

patterns that can add character to your pens.

Stability: The  stability  of  the  wood  refers  to  its 

resistance  to  warping  or  cracking  over  time.  Woods 

that are more stable, such as mahogany or cherry, are 

less likely to deform or split, while woods that are less 

stable, such as poplar or aspen, may be more prone to 

movement.

Availability: The  availability  of  the  wood is  also  an 

important factor to consider. Some woods, such as oak 

or maple, are readily available, while others, such as 

exotic hardwoods or rare woods, may be more difficult 

to find.
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Once you have considered these factors, you can start 

to  narrow down your  choices  and  select  the  perfect 

wood  for  your  pen  turning  project.  Here  are  a  few 

popular wood choices for pen turners:

 Maple: Maple is a hard, close-grained wood with 

a light color and a uniform grain.  It  is  easy to 

turn and takes a smooth finish, making it a good 

choice for beginners.

 Walnut: Walnut  is  a  dark,  rich-colored  wood 

with a  straight  grain.  It  is  slightly  harder than 

maple and has a beautiful grain pattern, making 

it a popular choice for pens.

 Rosewood: Rosewood is a hard, dense wood with 

a  reddish-brown  color  and  a  distinctive  grain 

pattern. It is a durable and elegant wood that is 

often used for high-end pens.

 Zebrawood: Zebrawood is a tropical hardwood 

with  a  striking  black  and  white  striped  grain 

pattern. It is a hard wood that is relatively easy 
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to turn, making it a good choice for pens with a 

unique look.

 Bloodwood: Bloodwood is a tropical hardwood 

with  a  deep  red  color.  It  is  a  hard  and  dense 

wood that is often used for pens with a bold and 

dramatic look.

No matter what type of wood you choose, be sure to 

select high-quality wood that is free of defects. This will 

ensure that your pen turns out beautifully and lasts for 

many years to come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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