
Upstairs  and  Downstairs,  A  Tale  of 

Service

Introduction

This  book  is  a  journey  through  the  grand  halls  and 

hidden corners of the English country house, from the 

end of the Napoleonic Wars to the dawn of the Great 

War. It is a world of privilege and power, of service and 

sacrifice, of love and loss.

We will  meet  the families  who lived in these stately 

homes, from the wealthy landowners to their servants. 

We will learn about their daily lives, their hopes and 

dreams,  their  triumphs  and  tragedies.  We  will  also 

explore  the  changing  role  of  the  country  house  in 

British society, from its origins as a place of power and 

prestige to its eventual decline in the 20th century.
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Through  the  stories  of  these  families  and  their 

servants,  we  will  gain  a  deeper  understanding  of 

British  history  and  culture.  We  will  see  how  the 

country house shaped the lives of those who lived and 

worked  there,  and  how  it  reflected  the  social  and 

economic changes that swept across Britain during this 

period.

This  book  is  a  celebration  of  the  country  house,  a 

unique and fascinating part of British heritage. It is a 

reminder  of  a  time  when  life  was  simpler,  yet  also 

more complex, when the gap between the wealthy and 

the poor was vast, and when the servants who kept the 

country houses running played a vital role in society.

The country house is a place of beauty and history, a 

place  of  stories  and  secrets.  It  is  a  place  that  has 

captured  the  imagination  of  writers  and  artists  for 

centuries. In this book, we will explore the world of the 

country house and discover the stories of  the people 

who lived and worked there.
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Book Description

Step inside the grand halls and hidden corners of the 

English  country  house,  and  discover  the  lives  of  the 

families and servants who called it home. From the end 

of the Napoleonic Wars to the dawn of the Great War, 

this book takes you on a journey through a world of 

privilege and power,  of  service and sacrifice,  of  love 

and loss.

Meet  the  aristocratic  families  who  ruled  over  vast 

estates, and the servants who toiled behind the scenes 

to  keep  their  grand homes  running  smoothly.  Learn 

about their daily lives, their hopes and dreams, their 

triumphs and tragedies. Witness the changing role of 

the country house in British society, from its origins as 

a place of power and prestige to its eventual decline in 

the 20th century.

Through  the  stories  of  these  families  and  their 

servants, you'll gain a deeper understanding of British 
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history and culture. You'll see how the country house 

shaped the lives of those who lived and worked there, 

and how it reflected the social and economic changes 

that swept across Britain during this period.

This  book  is  a  celebration  of  the  country  house,  a 

unique and fascinating part of British heritage. It is a 

reminder  of  a  time  when  life  was  simpler,  yet  also 

more complex, when the gap between the wealthy and 

the poor was vast, and when the servants who kept the 

country houses running played a vital role in society.

Written with passion and authority, this book is a must-

read  for  anyone  interested  in  British  history,  social 

history, or the history of the country house. It is a book 

that will transport you to another time and place, and 

leave you with a new understanding of the world we 

live in today.
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Chapter  1:  The  Stately  Homes  of 

England

A History of the Country House

The country house is a unique and fascinating part of 

British heritage. It is a symbol of wealth and power, of 

privilege and prestige. But it is also a place of history 

and culture, a place of stories and secrets.

The history of the country house can be traced back to 

the Middle Ages,  when wealthy landowners began to 

build  fortified  manor  houses  to  protect  themselves 

from  attack.  These  early  country  houses  were  often 

little more than large, stone towers, but over time they 

gradually  evolved  into  the  more  comfortable  and 

luxurious homes that we see today.

The Tudor period (1485-1603) saw a great increase in 

the number of country houses being built. This was due 

in  part  to  the  rise  of  the  merchant  class,  who  were 

eager to display their wealth and status. The country 
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houses of this period were often large and ostentatious, 

with many rooms and elaborate decorations.

The Stuart period (1603-1714) saw a continuation of the 

building boom, but also a shift in the style of country 

houses.  The  houses  of  this  period  were  often  more 

classical  in  design,  with  a  focus  on  symmetry  and 

proportion. They were also often surrounded by large 

gardens,  which  were  designed  to  be  enjoyed  by  the 

family and their guests.

The Georgian period (1714-1830) saw the construction 

of some of the most iconic country houses in England. 

These houses  were often built  in  the Palladian style, 

which  is  characterized  by  its  use  of  symmetry, 

proportion, and classical motifs. The country houses of 

this  period were often set  in vast  parks,  which were 

designed to be both beautiful and functional.

The Victorian period (1837-1901) saw a decline in the 

construction of new country houses.  This was due in 

part  to  the  rise  of  the  industrial  cities,  which  drew 
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people  away  from  the  countryside.  However,  the 

country houses that were built during this period were 

often very large and elaborate.  They were also often 

equipped with the latest modern conveniences, such as 

electricity and running water.

The  20th  century  saw  a  further  decline  in  the 

construction of country houses. This was due in part to 

the  two  World  Wars,  which  caused  widespread 

economic disruption. However, the country houses that 

survived these wars are now some of the most sought-

after properties in England. They are a reminder of a 

time  when  life  was  simpler,  yet  also  more  complex, 

when the gap between the wealthy and the poor was 

vast,  and  when  the  servants  who  kept  the  country 

houses running played a vital role in society.
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Chapter  1:  The  Stately  Homes  of 

England

The Architecture of the Country House

The  country  houses  of  England  are  a  diverse  and 

fascinating  group  of  buildings,  ranging  from  small 

manor houses to vast palaces. They reflect the changing 

tastes  and  lifestyles  of  the  British  aristocracy  over 

several centuries.

The earliest  country houses were built  in the Middle 

Ages,  and  they  were  typically  fortified  structures 

designed to protect their occupants from attack. These 

houses were often built of stone or brick, and they had 

thick walls and narrow windows.

In the Tudor period, country houses began to take on a 

more  domestic  character.  They  were  still  built  for 

defense,  but  they  also  began to  incorporate  features 

that  made  them  more  comfortable  to  live  in.  These 

houses were often built in a half-timbered style, with 
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walls made of wood and plaster. They also had larger 

windows and more elaborate decoration.

The Elizabethan period saw a boom in the construction 

of country houses. These houses were often built in a 

grand  style,  with  classical  facades  and  elaborate 

interiors.  They  were  also  often  surrounded  by 

extensive gardens.

The Stuart  period saw the  continued construction of 

grand country houses,  but it  also saw the rise of the 

Palladian style. Palladian houses were characterized by 

their symmetry and their use of classical elements such 

as columns and pediments.

In the Georgian period, country houses continued to be 

built  in  the  Palladian  style,  but  they  also  began  to 

incorporate elements of the Gothic Revival style. Gothic 

Revival  houses  were  characterized  by  their  pointed 

arches and their use of medieval motifs.
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The  Victorian  period  saw  a  renewed  interest  in  the 

Gothic Revival style, as well as the rise of the Italianate 

style. Italianate houses were characterized by their flat 

roofs,  their  round-arched  windows,  and  their  use  of 

classical motifs.

In  the  20th  century,  country  houses  continued to  be 

built in a variety of styles. Some houses were built in 

the Arts and Crafts style, which emphasized the use of 

natural materials and simple forms. Others were built 

in  the Modernist  style,  which emphasized the use  of 

new materials and technologies.

Today,  country  houses  are  used  for  a  variety  of 

purposes.  Some  are  still  used  as  private  residences, 

while others have been converted into hotels, schools, 

or museums. Country houses are a reminder of the rich 

history  of  England,  and  they  continue  to  play  an 

important role in British society.
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Chapter  1:  The  Stately  Homes  of 

England

The Families Who Lived in Country Houses

The  families  who  lived  in  country  houses  were  a 

diverse  group,  ranging  from  wealthy  landowners  to 

impoverished gentry. Some families had lived in their 

homes  for  generations,  while  others  were  newly 

arrived. Some were large and extended, while others 

were small and nuclear.

Despite  their  differences,  these  families  shared some 

common  characteristics.  They  were  all  relatively 

wealthy, and they all had a strong sense of social status. 

They  were  also  all  connected  to  the  land,  either 

through ownership or tenancy.

The country house was the center of the family's life. It 

was where they lived, worked, and entertained. It was 

also a symbol of their wealth and status.
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The  size  and  grandeur  of  a  country  house  varied 

depending  on  the  family's  wealth  and  social  status. 

Some houses were relatively modest, while others were 

vast and opulent.

No matter the size of their home, the families who lived 

in  country  houses  enjoyed  a  comfortable  and 

privileged lifestyle.  They had access to the best  food, 

clothing, and education. They also had plenty of leisure 

time, which they spent hunting, fishing, gardening, and 

reading.

Of course, life in a country house was not without its 

challenges.  The families  who lived there had to  deal 

with the same problems that all families face, such as 

illness, death, and financial difficulties. They also had 

to contend with the social and economic changes that 

were sweeping across Britain during this period.

Despite  the  challenges,  the  families  who  lived  in 

country  houses  enjoyed  a  unique  and  privileged 
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lifestyle. They were part of a close-knit community, and 

they had a strong sense of identity and belonging.

The country house is a symbol of British history and 

culture. It is a place of beauty and history, a place of 

stories and secrets. It is a place that has captured the 

imagination of writers and artists for centuries.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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