
Twin  Engine  Heavy  Bombers  of  the 

Wehrmacht

Introduction

Twin-engine heavy bombers played a significant role in 

World  War  II,  serving  as  the  backbone  of  the 

Luftwaffe's  strategic  bombing  campaign.  These 

powerful  aircraft  were  capable  of  delivering 

devastating  payloads  over  long  distances,  striking 

targets deep within enemy territory. Among the most 

notable twin-engine bombers of the Wehrmacht were 

the Heinkel He 111, the Junkers Ju 88, and the Dornier 

Do 17.

The Heinkel  He 111 was one of  the Luftwaffe's  most 

versatile aircraft, serving in a variety of roles including 

bombing, reconnaissance, and torpedo attacks. It was 

known  for  its  rugged  construction  and  reliable 
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performance,  and  it  became one  of  the  most  widely 

used  bombers  of  the  war.  The  Junkers  Ju  88  was 

another versatile aircraft, capable of performing both 

dive bombing and level bombing missions. It was also 

used as a night fighter and as a reconnaissance aircraft. 

The  Dornier  Do  17  was  a  fast  and  maneuverable 

bomber, and it  was particularly effective in low-level 

attacks.

In addition to these three mainstays of the Luftwaffe's 

bomber force, there were also a number of other twin-

engine bombers used by the Wehrmacht during World 

War  II.  These  included  the  Dornier  Do  217,  the 

Messerschmitt Me 410, and the Junkers Ju 388. These 

aircraft  played  a  significant  role  in  the  Luftwaffe's 

bombing  campaign,  and  they  helped  to  shape  the 

course of the war.

The  twin-engine  bombers  of  the  Wehrmacht  were  a 

major factor in the Luftwaffe's success during the early 

years of World War II. They were able to strike targets 
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deep  within  enemy territory,  and  they  played  a  key 

role in the German victories in Poland, France, and the 

Low Countries.  However,  as  the  war  progressed,  the 

Allies  developed  increasingly  effective  air  defenses, 

and  the  Luftwaffe's  bombers  became  increasingly 

vulnerable to attack. By the end of the war, the twin-

engine  bombers  of  the  Wehrmacht  had been largely 

replaced by jet-powered aircraft.

Despite  their  eventual  obsolescence,  the  twin-engine 

bombers of the Wehrmacht remain an important part 

of  aviation  history.  They  were  some  of  the  most 

powerful and effective aircraft of their time, and they 

played a significant role in the course of World War II.
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Book Description

Twin Engine Heavy Bombers of  the Wehrmacht is 

the  definitive  guide  to  these  powerful  aircraft  that 

played  a  significant  role  in  World  War  II.  This 

comprehensive  book  covers  everything  from  the 

history  and  development  of  these  bombers  to  their 

technical  specifications,  operational  history,  and 

variants.

The book begins with a detailed look at the Heinkel He 

111, one of the Luftwaffe's most versatile aircraft. The 

He 111 served in a variety of roles, including bombing, 

reconnaissance, and torpedo attacks. It was known for 

its rugged construction and reliable performance, and 

it became one of the most widely used bombers of the 

war.

The  Junkers  Ju  88  was  another  versatile  aircraft, 

capable  of  performing  both  dive  bombing  and  level 

bombing missions. It was also used as a night fighter 
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and as a reconnaissance aircraft. The Ju 88 was one of 

the most successful German aircraft of the war, and it 

played  a  major  role  in  the  Luftwaffe's  bombing 

campaign.

The  Dornier  Do  17  was  a  fast  and  maneuverable 

bomber, and it  was particularly effective in low-level 

attacks.  The Do 17 was used extensively in the early 

years of the war, and it played a significant role in the 

German  victories  in  Poland,  France,  and  the  Low 

Countries.

In addition to these three mainstays of the Luftwaffe's 

bomber force, the book also covers a number of other 

twin-engine bombers used by the Wehrmacht during 

World War II.  These include the Dornier Do 217, the 

Messerschmitt Me 410, and the Junkers Ju 388.

Twin Engine Heavy Bombers of the Wehrmacht is a 

must-have  for  anyone  interested  in  the  history  of 

aviation or World War II. This comprehensive book is 
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packed with information and insights, and it is sure to 

appeal to both casual readers and experts alike. 
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Chapter 1: The Heinkel He 111

History and development

The  Heinkel  He  111  was  a  German  twin-engine 

medium bomber and reconnaissance aircraft designed 

by  Siegfried  and  Walter  Günter  at  Heinkel 

Flugzeugwerke in the early 1930s. It was developed in 

parallel  with  the  Heinkel  He  112  fighter  and  shared 

many design  features  with  that  aircraft.  The  He  111 

was  one  of  the  Luftwaffe's  most  important  aircraft 

during World War II, and it served in a variety of roles 

including  bombing,  reconnaissance,  and  torpedo 

attacks.

The He 111 was a cantilever low-wing monoplane with 

a crew of four. It was powered by two Junkers Jumo 

211 engines, which gave it a top speed of 290 mph (460 

km/h). The He 111 was armed with a variety of bombs 

and  machine  guns,  and  it  could  carry  a  maximum 

payload of 4,000 pounds (1,800 kg).
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The He 111 first entered service with the Luftwaffe in 

1936, and it quickly became one of the most important 

aircraft  in  the  German  inventory.  It  was  used 

extensively in the Spanish Civil  War,  and it  played a 

major role in the German victories in Poland, France, 

and  the  Low  Countries.  However,  the  He  111  was 

increasingly  vulnerable  to  Allied  fighters  and  anti-

aircraft  fire  as  the  war  progressed,  and  it  was 

eventually replaced by jet-powered aircraft.

The He 111 was a versatile and effective aircraft, and it 

played a major role in the Luftwaffe's success during 

the early years of World War II. It was one of the most 

widely  used  bombers  of  the  war,  and it  remains  an 

important part of aviation history.
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Chapter 1: The Heinkel He 111

Technical specifications

The Heinkel  He 111 was a  German medium bomber 

designed by Siegfried and Walter Günter in the early 

1930s.  It  was  the  first  aircraft  to  be  specifically 

designed as a bomber, and it served as the backbone of 

the Luftwaffe's bomber force during the early years of 

World War II. The He 111 was a twin-engine, mid-wing 

monoplane with a crew of four. It was powered by two 

Junkers Jumo 211 engines, which gave it a maximum 

speed of 267 mph (430 km/h) at 16,400 ft (5,000 m). The 

He 111 had a range of  1,150 miles  (1,850 km) and a 

bomb load of 4,400 lbs (2,000 kg).

The He 111 was a rugged and versatile aircraft, and it 

could be used for a variety of roles including bombing, 

reconnaissance, and torpedo attacks. It was also used 

as a transport aircraft and as a flying command post. 

The He 111 was one of the most widely used bombers 
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of World War II, and it was produced in large numbers. 

By the end of the war,  over 7,000 He 111s had been 

built.

The He 111 was a significant aircraft in the history of 

aviation.  It  was  the  first  aircraft  to  be  specifically 

designed as a bomber, and it played a major role in the 

Luftwaffe's  bombing campaign during World War II. 

The He 111 was a rugged and versatile aircraft, and it 

was used in a variety of roles. It was one of the most 

widely used bombers of World War II, and it helped to 

shape the course of the war.

The He 111 had a number of notable technical features. 

It  was  the  first  aircraft  to  use  a  pressurized  cabin, 

which  allowed  its  crew  to  operate  at  high  altitudes 

without experiencing the effects of oxygen deprivation. 

The He 111 was also one of the first aircraft to use a 

retractable landing gear, which helped to reduce drag 

and increase speed.
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The He 111 was a successful aircraft, and it served as 

the backbone of the Luftwaffe's bomber force during 

the early years of World War II. It was a rugged and 

versatile aircraft, and it could be used for a variety of 

roles.  The  He  111  was  one  of  the  most  widely  used 

bombers of World War II, and it played a major role in 

the Luftwaffe's bombing campaign.
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Chapter 1: The Heinkel He 111

Operational history

The Heinkel He 111 was one of the most widely used 

bombers of World War II, serving in a variety of roles 

including  bombing,  reconnaissance,  and  torpedo 

attacks. It was first used in combat during the Spanish 

Civil  War,  and  it  went  on  to  serve  in  all  the  major 

theaters of World War II.

The He 111 was used extensively during the Battle of 

Britain,  and it  played a major role in the Luftwaffe's 

bombing campaign against  British cities.  The aircraft 

was also used in the invasion of the Soviet Union, and it 

played a key role in the Battle of Stalingrad.

In addition to its use as a bomber, the He 111 was also 

used as a transport aircraft and as a glider tug. It was 

also used to launch V-1 flying bombs and V-2 rockets.

The He 111 was a versatile and effective aircraft, and it 

played a significant role in the Luftwaffe's operations 
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during World War II. It was eventually replaced by jet-

powered aircraft, but it remained in service until the 

end of the war.

Here are some of the notable missions flown by the He 

111:

 The bombing of Rotterdam in May 1940

 The Battle of Britain in 1940

 The invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941

 The Battle of Stalingrad in 1942-1943

 The bombing of Dresden in February 1945

The  He  111  was  a  major  part  of  the  Luftwaffe's  air 

power during World War II, and it played a significant 

role in the course of the war.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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