
High-Speed  Motorcycle  Racing:  Thrills, 

Techniques, and Machines

Introduction

The roar of engines, the smell of burning rubber, and 

the  adrenaline  rush  of  high-speed  competition—

motorcycle  racing  is  a  sport  that  captures  the 

imagination and exhilarates the soul. From the earliest 

days of motorized vehicles, humans have been drawn 

to the thrill of racing on two wheels, pushing the limits 

of speed and skill.

Motorcycle  racing  has  evolved dramatically  over  the 

years,  from the  early  board  track  races  of  the  early 

20th  century  to  the  high-tech,  high-speed  events  of 

today.  Today,  motorcycle  racing  is  a  global 

phenomenon, with races held on every continent and 

millions of fans around the world.
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In this book,  we will  take you on a journey into the 

world of motorcycle racing. We will explore the history 

of the sport, from its humble beginnings to its modern-

day  incarnation.  We  will  meet  the  legendary  riders 

who have made their mark on the sport, and we will 

learn about  the  different  types  of  motorcycle  racing, 

from road racing to motocross to drag racing.

We  will  also  take  a  look  at  the  technology  behind 

motorcycle  racing,  from the cutting-edge motorcycles 

that the riders use to the safety gear that protects them. 

And we will explore the culture of motorcycle racing, 

from the passionate fans to the dedicated teams that 

make it all possible.

Whether you are a lifelong fan of motorcycle racing or 

new to the sport, this book has something for you. So sit 

back, relax, and enjoy the ride!
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Book Description

High-Speed Motorcycle Racing: Thrills, Techniques, 

and Machines is  the  definitive  guide to  the thrilling 

world  of  motorcycle  racing.  From  its  humble 

beginnings  to  its  modern-day  incarnation,  this  book 

covers  everything  you  need  to  know  about  this 

adrenaline-pumping sport.

Inside, you'll find:

 A comprehensive  history  of  motorcycle  racing, 

from the early board track races to the high-tech 

events of today

 Profiles of the legendary riders who have made 

their mark on the sport

 An overview of the different types of motorcycle 

racing,  from  road  racing  to  motocross  to  drag 

racing

 A  look  at  the  technology  behind  motorcycle 

racing,  from  the  cutting-edge  motorcycles  that 
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the  riders  use  to  the  safety  gear  that  protects 

them

 An  exploration  of  the  culture  of  motorcycle 

racing, from the passionate fans to the dedicated 

teams that make it all possible

Whether you are a lifelong fan of motorcycle racing or 

new  to  the  sport,  High-Speed  Motorcycle  Racing: 

Thrills, Techniques, and Machines has something for 

you. So sit back, relax, and enjoy the ride!

About the Author

Pasquale  De  Marco  is  a  lifelong  fan  of  motorcycle 

racing. He has written extensively about the sport for a 

variety  of  publications,  including  Motorcycle  Racing 

Magazine and Roadracing World. He is also the author 

of several books on motorcycle racing, including High-

Speed Motorcycle Racing:  Thrills,  Techniques,  and 

Machines.
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Chapter  1:  The  History  of  Motorcycle 

Racing

The Early Days of Motorcycle Racing

The  early  days  of  motorcycle  racing  were  a  time  of 

experimentation and innovation. The first motorcycle 

races  were  held  on  dirt  tracks,  and  the  riders  used 

whatever motorcycles  they could get  their  hands on. 

These  early  races  were  often  dangerous,  and  many 

riders were injured or killed.

In 1903, the Fédération Internationale de Motocyclisme 

(FIM) was founded to regulate motorcycle racing. The 

FIM  established  rules  for  motorcycle  racing,  and  it 

began  to  organize  international  races.  These  races 

helped  to  popularize  motorcycle  racing,  and  they 

attracted some of the world's best riders.

One of the most famous early motorcycle racers was 

Glenn  Curtiss.  Curtiss  was  a  pioneer  in  the 

development of motorcycles, and he won many races 
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in  the  early  1900s.  Curtiss  also  set  several  world 

records for speed and distance.

Another  famous  early  motorcycle  racer  was  Barney 

Oldfield. Oldfield was a daredevil who was known for 

his  fearless  riding  style.  He  won  many  races  in  the 

early 1900s, and he was one of the first riders to race 

on a board track.

The  early  days  of  motorcycle  racing  were  a  time  of 

great  excitement  and  innovation.  The  riders  were 

brave  and  determined,  and  they  helped  to  lay  the 

foundation for the sport that we know today.
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Chapter  1:  The  History  of  Motorcycle 

Racing

The Golden Age of Motorcycle Racing

The  Golden  Age  of  Motorcycle  Racing  is  generally 

considered to be the period from the late 1940s to the 

early  1960s.  During  this  time,  motorcycle  racing 

reached  new heights  of  popularity,  and  some of  the 

greatest riders of all time emerged.

One of the most important factors that contributed to 

the  Golden  Age  of  Motorcycle  Racing  was  the 

development  of  new  and  faster  motorcycles.  In  the 

early  days  of  the  sport,  motorcycles  were  relatively 

slow and unreliable.  However,  in  the late  1940s  and 

early  1950s,  manufacturers  began  to  develop  more 

powerful  and  reliable  machines.  These  new 

motorcycles made it possible for riders to reach speeds 

that had never been seen before.
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Another factor that contributed to the Golden Age of 

Motorcycle  Racing  was  the  emergence  of  new  and 

talented riders.  During this time, a number of young 

riders emerged who would go on to become some of 

the  greatest  riders  of  all  time.  These  riders  included 

Giacomo Agostini,  Mike  Hailwood,  and  John Surtees. 

These  riders  were  not  only  fast,  but  they  were  also 

incredibly skilled and competitive.

The Golden Age of Motorcycle Racing was also a time of 

great innovation. During this time, a number of new 

technologies  were  introduced  to  the  sport,  including 

disc brakes,  aerodynamic fairings,  and fuel  injection. 

These  new  technologies  helped  to  make  motorcycles 

faster, safer, and more efficient.

The Golden Age of Motorcycle Racing came to an end in 

the early 1960s, as a number of factors, including the 

rising cost of racing and the increasing popularity of 

four-wheeled racing, led to a decline in the popularity 

of  motorcycle  racing.  However,  the  legacy  of  the 
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Golden  Age  of  Motorcycle  Racing  lives  on,  and  the 

riders and motorcycles of this era continue to inspire 

and amaze fans of the sport.

Here are some of the highlights of the Golden Age of 

Motorcycle Racing:

 In  1949,  Giacomo Agostini  won his  first  Grand 

Prix race at the age of 17.

 In 1956,  John Surtees became the first  rider to 

win  the  500cc,  350cc,  and  250cc  world 

championships in the same year.

 In 1961, Mike Hailwood won the Isle of Man TT 

race on a Norton motorcycle, setting a new lap 

record that stood for over 20 years.

The  Golden  Age  of  Motorcycle  Racing  was  a  truly 

special time for the sport. During this time, motorcycle 

racing reached new heights of popularity, and some of 

the greatest riders of all time emerged. The legacy of 

the Golden Age of Motorcycle Racing lives on, and the 
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riders and motorcycles of this era continue to inspire 

and amaze fans of the sport.
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Chapter  1:  The  History  of  Motorcycle 

Racing

The Modern Era of Motorcycle Racing

The  modern  era  of  motorcycle  racing  began  in  the 

early 1960s, with the advent of new technologies that 

made motorcycles faster and more powerful than ever 

before.  These new technologies  included disc  brakes, 

fuel injection, and aerodynamic fairings.

One  of  the  most  important  developments  in  the 

modern era of motorcycle racing was the introduction 

of  the  two-stroke  engine.  Two-stroke  engines  are 

lighter  and  more  powerful  than  four-stroke  engines, 

and they quickly became the dominant engine type in 

motorcycle racing.

Another important development in the modern era of 

motorcycle  racing  was  the  rise  of  the  Japanese 

manufacturers.  In  the  1960s  and  1970s,  Japanese 

manufacturers  such  as  Honda,  Yamaha,  and  Suzuki 
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began  to  produce  motorcycles  that  were  faster  and 

more  reliable  than  the  motorcycles  produced  by 

European manufacturers.

The  Japanese  manufacturers  quickly  became  the 

dominant  force  in  motorcycle  racing,  and  they  have 

remained so to this day. Today, the top riders in all of 

the  major  motorcycle  racing  classes  ride  Japanese 

motorcycles.

The modern era of motorcycle racing has also seen the 

development of new types of motorcycle racing. In the 

1970s, motocross became a popular form of motorcycle 

racing.  Motocross  is  a  type  of  off-road racing  that  is 

held on natural terrain.

In  the  1980s,  supercross  became  a  popular  form  of 

motorcycle  racing.  Supercross  is  a  type  of  indoor 

motocross racing that is held on artificial tracks.

Today, motorcycle racing is a global sport, with races 

held on every continent. Motorcycle racing is one of the 
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most popular sports in the world, and it is followed by 

millions of fans around the globe.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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