
Designing  and  Engraving  Artwork  on 

Wood

Introduction

Wood engraving, the art of creating images by carving 

designs into the surface of a wooden block, has a rich 

and storied history. From its humble beginnings as a 

method  of  printing  textiles  and  playing  cards,  wood 

engraving  evolved  into  a  sophisticated  art  form 

capable  of  producing  stunningly  detailed  and 

expressive images.

One  of  the  pioneers  of  wood  engraving  was  John 

Bewick, an English artist and engraver who lived in the 

late 18th and early 19th centuries. Bewick's work was 

characterized by its exquisite craftsmanship, attention 

to detail, and innovative use of light and shadow. He is 

credited with elevating wood engraving from a craft to 
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an  art  form,  and  his  work  continues  to  inspire  and 

influence artists to this day.

This  book  delves  into  the  life  and  career  of  John 

Bewick,  exploring his  unique artistic  style,  his  major 

works, and his impact on the field of wood engraving. 

We will  also examine the historical context in which 

Bewick  worked,  including  the  Industrial  Revolution 

and the rise of mass production, and how these factors 

influenced  his  work  and  the  development  of  wood 

engraving as a whole.

Through a combination of historical research, analysis 

of  Bewick's  artwork,  and  interviews  with 

contemporary  wood  engravers,  this  book  provides  a 

comprehensive overview of Bewick's life and legacy. It 

is  an essential  resource for  anyone interested in  the 

history of art, the history of printmaking, or the work 

of John Bewick himself.

In this book, you will discover:
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 The fascinating story of  John Bewick's  life  and 

career

 An in-depth analysis of his unique artistic style 

and techniques

 A comprehensive overview of his major works, 

including  his  contributions  to  children's 

literature and his commercial work

 The impact of the Industrial Revolution on wood 

engraving  and  how  Bewick's  work  adapted  to 

these changes

 The  revival  of  wood  engraving  in  the  20th 

century and the role of contemporary artists in 

keeping the tradition alive

Whether  you are  a  seasoned art  historian  or  simply 

someone who appreciates beautiful artwork, this book 

is sure to captivate and inspire you.
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Book Description

John  Bewick  (1760-1795)  was  an  English  artist  and 

engraver  who  is  credited  with  elevating  wood 

engraving from a craft to an art form. His work was 

characterized by its exquisite craftsmanship, attention 

to detail, and innovative use of light and shadow.

This  book  provides  a  comprehensive  overview  of 

Bewick's life and career, exploring his unique artistic 

style, his major works, and his impact on the field of 

wood engraving. It also examines the historical context 

in  which  Bewick  worked,  including  the  Industrial 

Revolution and the rise of mass production, and how 

these factors influenced his work and the development 

of wood engraving as a whole.

Through a combination of historical research, analysis 

of  Bewick's  artwork,  and  interviews  with 

contemporary wood engravers, this book offers a fresh 

perspective  on  Bewick's  life  and  legacy.  It  is  an 
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essential resource for anyone interested in the history 

of art, the history of printmaking, or the work of John 

Bewick himself.

In this book, you will discover:

 The fascinating story of  John Bewick's  life  and 

career

 An in-depth analysis of his unique artistic style 

and techniques

 A comprehensive overview of his major works, 

including  his  contributions  to  children's 

literature and his commercial work

 The impact of the Industrial Revolution on wood 

engraving  and  how  Bewick's  work  adapted  to 

these changes

 The  revival  of  wood  engraving  in  the  20th 

century and the role of contemporary artists in 

keeping the tradition alive

This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the 

history of art, the history of printmaking, or the work 
5



of John Bewick himself. It is also a valuable resource 

for artists, art historians, and anyone who appreciates 

beautiful artwork.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Wood Engraving

The History of Wood Engraving

The history of wood engraving can be traced back to 

ancient  times,  when it  was  used  to  create  seals  and 

stamps. However, it was not until the 15th century that 

wood engraving began to be used for artistic purposes.

One  of  the  earliest  known  wood  engravings  is  a 

German  print  from  1423,  which  depicts  Saint 

Christopher  carrying  the  Christ  Child.  This  print  is 

believed to have been created by an anonymous artist 

known as the Master of the Playing Cards.

In  the  16th  century,  wood  engraving  became 

increasingly popular as a method of book illustration. 

Woodcuts  were  used  to  illustrate  books  on  a  wide 

range  of  subjects,  including  religion,  history,  and 

science.  One  of  the  most  famous  examples  of  wood 

engraving from this period is Albrecht Dürer's series of 

prints known as the Apocalypse.
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In  the  17th  and  18th  centuries,  wood  engraving 

continued to be used for book illustration. However, it 

also  began  to  be  used  for  other  purposes,  such  as 

advertising and political propaganda.

In the 19th century, the Industrial Revolution led to a 

decline in the use of wood engraving. This was due to 

the development of new printing technologies, such as 

lithography  and  photography.  However,  wood 

engraving continued to be used by some artists, such as 

John  Bewick,  who  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the 

greatest wood engravers of all time.

In the 20th century, there was a revival of interest in 

wood engraving. This was due in part to the Arts and 

Crafts  movement,  which  emphasized  the  value  of 

handmade  objects.  Wood  engraving  also  became 

popular  with  private  presses,  which  were  small 

printing presses that produced limited edition books.

Today,  wood  engraving  is  still  practiced  by  a  small 

number of  artists.  It  is  a  highly  specialized art  form 
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that  requires  great  skill  and  patience.  However,  the 

results can be stunningly beautiful and evocative.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Wood Engraving

Techniques of Wood Engraving

Wood engraving is a technique for creating images by 

carving a design into the surface of a wooden block. 

The  block  is  then  inked  and  pressed  onto  paper, 

transferring the image. Wood engraving has been used 

for  centuries  to  create  illustrations  for  books, 

newspapers, and other printed materials.

There are a variety of different techniques that can be 

used in  wood engraving.  Some of  the  most  common 

techniques include:

 Line engraving: This is the most basic technique 

of wood engraving. It involves using a sharp tool 

to cut a series of lines into the woodblock. The 

lines can be used to create a variety of different 

effects, from simple outlines to detailed shading.

 Cross-hatching: This is a technique that involves 

using  a  series  of  intersecting  lines  to  create 
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shading. Cross-hatching can be used to create a 

wide range of different tones and textures.

 Stippling: This is a technique that involves using 

a series of small dots to create shading. Stippling 

can be used to create a very delicate and subtle 

effect.

 Relief  engraving: This  is  a  technique  that 

involves  carving  away  the  wood  around  the 

image,  leaving  the  image  itself  raised.  Relief 

engraving  can  be  used  to  create  a  very  three-

dimensional effect.

In  addition  to  these  basic  techniques,  there  are  a 

number  of  other  specialized  techniques  that  can  be 

used in wood engraving. These techniques can be used 

to create a wide range of different effects, from realistic 

images to abstract designs.

Wood  engraving  is  a  challenging  but  rewarding  art 

form. It requires a great deal of skill and patience, but 

the  results  can  be  stunningly  beautiful.  Wood 
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engraving is a versatile technique that can be used to 

create  a  wide  variety  of  different  images.  It  is  a 

technique  that  has  been  used  for  centuries,  and  it 

continues to be popular today.

The Dance of Light and Shadows

One of the most striking features of wood engravings is 

the way they play with light and shadow. The carved 

lines and textures in the woodblock create a sense of 

depth and dimension, and the way the ink is applied 

can  create  areas  of  light  and  dark  that  draw  the 

viewer's eye.

The Importance of Detail

Wood engravings are often incredibly detailed. This is 

because the artist has to work with a very small surface 

area,  and  every  line  and  mark  has  to  be  carefully 

placed. The result is often an image that is rich in detail 

and rewards close examination.

Wood Engraving as a Fine Art
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Wood engraving is not just a technique for illustration. 

It is also a fine art form in its own right. Many artists 

have  used  wood  engraving  to  create  beautiful  and 

expressive works of art. These works can be found in 

museums and galleries around the world.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Wood Engraving

Notable Wood Engravers

Wood engraving has a long and rich history, with many 

notable  artists  contributing  to  its  development  and 

popularity. Some of the most famous wood engravers 

include:

 Thomas  Bewick (1753-1828):  Bewick  is 

considered one of the most important figures in 

the history of wood engraving. He was a master 

of the technique, and his work is characterized 

by its exquisite detail and realism. Bewick's work 

had a profound influence on the development of 

wood engraving, and he is credited with helping 

to elevate it from a craft to an art form.

 William  Blake (1757-1827):  Blake  was  a  poet, 

artist, and printmaker who is best known for his 

illuminated books.  He was  also  a  skilled  wood 

engraver,  and his  work  is  characterized  by  its 
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strong emotional  and symbolic  content.  Blake's 

wood engravings are often used to illustrate his 

own poems, and they add a unique and powerful 

dimension to his work.

 Alexander  Anderson (1775-1870):  Anderson 

was  an  American  wood  engraver  who  is  best 

known  for  his  work  illustrating  books  and 

magazines.  He  was  a  master  of  the  technique, 

and  his  work  is  characterized  by  its  precision 

and attention to detail. Anderson's work helped 

to  popularize  wood  engraving  in  the  United 

States,  and  he  is  considered  one  of  the  most 

important  figures  in  the  history  of  American 

printmaking.

 Luke  Clennell (1781-1840):  Clennell  was  an 

English wood engraver who is best known for his 

work illustrating books and magazines. He was a 

master  of  the  technique,  and  his  work  is 

characterized by its delicate and intricate detail. 

Clennell's  work  helped  to  raise  the  status  of 
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wood  engraving  as  an  art  form,  and  he  is 

considered one of the most important figures in 

the history of British printmaking.

 Robert Branston (1879-1966): Branston was an 

English wood engraver who is best known for his 

work illustrating books and magazines. He was a 

master  of  the  technique,  and  his  work  is 

characterized by its strong sense of design and 

composition.  Branston's  work  helped  to  revive 

interest  in  wood  engraving  in  the  early  20th 

century,  and he  is  considered one of  the  most 

important figures in the history of modern wood 

engraving.

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  many  notable  wood 

engravers  who have  contributed  to  the  development 

and popularity of this art form. Their work continues to 

inspire and influence artists today, and it is a testament 

to the enduring power and beauty of wood engraving.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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