
The Art of Watercolor: A Contemporary 

Perspective

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco is an experienced watercolor artist 

and  teacher  who  has  written  extensively  about  the 

medium.  His  work  has  been  featured  in  numerous 

magazines  and  books,  and  he  has  taught  workshops 

around  the  world.  In  The  Art  of  Watercolor:  A 

Contemporary Perspective, Pasquale De Marco shares 

his  insights  and  techniques  for  creating  beautiful 

watercolor paintings.

Watercolor is a versatile medium that can be used to 

create a wide range of effects, from delicate washes to 

bold, vibrant paintings. It is a challenging medium to 

master, but it is also one of the most rewarding. With 
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the right techniques and a little practice,  anyone can 

learn to paint with watercolors.

In The Art of Watercolor: A Contemporary Perspective, 

Pasquale  De  Marco  covers  everything  you  need  to 

know  to  get  started  with  watercolor  painting,  from 

choosing  the  right  materials  to  mastering  basic 

techniques. He also provides step-by-step instructions 

for painting a variety of subjects, including landscapes, 

portraits, and still lifes.

Whether you are a beginner or an experienced artist, 

The Art of Watercolor: A Contemporary Perspective is a 

valuable  resource  that  will  help  you  take  your 

watercolor  painting  to  the  next  level.  With  its  clear 

instructions, beautiful illustrations, and expert advice, 

The Art of Watercolor: A Contemporary Perspective is 

the perfect guide to the art of watercolor painting.

Watercolor painting is a great way to relax and express 

your creativity. It is also a wonderful way to connect 

with nature and the world around you.  With a  little 
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practice, you can learn to create beautiful watercolor 

paintings that will bring you years of enjoyment.

So what are you waiting for? Pick up a brush and some 

paints and start painting today!
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Book Description

The Art of Watercolor: A Contemporary Perspective 

is the ultimate guide to watercolor painting, written by 

Pasquale De Marco,  an experienced watercolor artist 

and  teacher.  This  comprehensive  book  covers 

everything  you  need  to  know  to  get  started  with 

watercolor painting, from choosing the right materials 

to mastering basic techniques.

With  clear  instructions  and  beautiful  illustrations, 

Pasquale De Marco teaches you how to:

 Choose the right watercolor paints, brushes, and 

paper

 Master  basic  watercolor  techniques,  such  as 

washes, glazes, and dry brush

 Paint a variety of subjects, including landscapes, 

portraits, and still lifes

 Troubleshoot  common  watercolor  painting 

problems
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 Find inspiration and develop your own unique 

style

Whether you are a beginner or an experienced artist, 

The Art of Watercolor: A Contemporary Perspective has 

something  to  offer  you.  With  its  clear  instructions, 

beautiful  illustrations,  and  expert  advice,  The  Art  of 

Watercolor: A Contemporary Perspective is the perfect 

guide to the art of watercolor painting.

In  addition  to  the  basic  techniques,  The  Art  of 

Watercolor: A Contemporary Perspective also includes 

step-by-step  instructions  for  painting  a  variety  of 

subjects, including:

 Landscapes:  Learn how to  paint  realistic  skies, 

water, trees, and mountains.

 Portraits:  Discover  the  secrets  of  capturing 

likeness and painting skin tones.

 Still  lifes:  Learn how to paint  realistic  textures 

and create depth.
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With  its  comprehensive  coverage  of  watercolor 

painting  techniques  and  subjects,  The  Art  of 

Watercolor: A Contemporary Perspective is the perfect 

resource for any artist who wants to learn more about 

this versatile medium.

So what are you waiting for? Pick up a copy of The Art 

of Watercolor: A Contemporary Perspective today and 

start painting!
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Chapter 1: Watercolor Techniques

Wet-on-wet techniques

Wet-on-wet  techniques  are  a  popular  way  to  create 

soft,  ethereal  effects  in  watercolor  painting.  This 

technique  involves  applying  wet  paint  to  wet  paper, 

allowing  the  colors  to  blend  and  flow  together.  The 

result is a painting with a fluid, organic feel.

To create a wet-on-wet painting, start by wetting your 

paper with a clean brush. Then, apply your paint to the 

wet  paper,  using  a  variety  of  brushstrokes  to  create 

different effects. You can use a light touch to create soft 

washes  of  color,  or  you  can  use  a  heavier  touch  to 

create more intense effects.

One  of  the  benefits  of  wet-on-wet  techniques  is  that 

they allow you to  create smooth transitions between 

colors.  This  can  be  difficult  to  achieve  with  other 

watercolor techniques, such as dry-on-dry techniques. 

Wet-on-wet techniques are also a good way to create 
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soft,  ethereal effects that are difficult to achieve with 

other mediums.

However, wet-on-wet techniques can be challenging to 

control. The paint can easily become muddy if you are 

not careful.  It  is  important to practice this technique 

before using it in a finished painting.

Here are some tips for using wet-on-wet techniques:

 Use  a  good  quality  watercolor  paper.  Cheap 

paper will buckle and wrinkle when it is wet.

 Wet your paper evenly. If the paper is too wet, 

the paint will bleed and run. If the paper is not 

wet enough, the paint will not flow smoothly.

 Use a variety of brushstrokes. Experiment with 

different brushstrokes to create different effects.

 Don't  be  afraid  to  make  mistakes.  Wet-on-wet 

techniques  can  be  unpredictable,  so  don't  be 

discouraged if your painting doesn't turn out the 

way you expected.
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Wet-on-wet techniques are a versatile and rewarding 

way to paint  with watercolors.  With a little  practice, 

you can learn to create beautiful paintings using this 

technique.
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Chapter 1: Watercolor Techniques

Dry-on-dry techniques

Dry-on-dry watercolor techniques involve applying dry 

paint to dry paper. This can be done with a variety of 

tools,  including  brushes,  sponges,  and  even  your 

fingers. Dry-on-dry techniques can be used to create a 

variety of effects, from subtle washes to bold, textured 

strokes.

One  of  the  most  common  dry-on-dry  techniques  is 

stippling.  Stippling  involves  applying  small  dots  of 

paint to the paper. These dots can be built up to create 

a  variety  of  textures  and values.  Stippling  is  a  great 

technique for creating soft, blended effects.

Another  popular  dry-on-dry  technique  is  scumbling. 

Scumbling involves applying thin layers of paint over 

one  another.  These  layers  can  be  transparent  or 

opaque,  and they can be used to  create  a  variety  of 

effects,  from  subtle  color  shifts  to  bold,  textured 
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strokes.  Scumbling  is  a  great  technique  for  creating 

depth and interest in your paintings.

Dry-on-dry  techniques  can  also  be  used  to  create 

special effects, such as  resists and  spattering. Resists 

involve applying a layer of wax or masking fluid to the 

paper before painting. This will prevent the paint from 

adhering to the paper in those areas, creating a resist 

effect.  Spattering  involves  flicking  or  spraying  paint 

onto the paper. This can create a variety of interesting 

effects, from subtle textures to bold, abstract patterns.

Dry-on-dry watercolor techniques are a great  way to 

add variety and interest to your paintings. They can be 

used  to  create  a  wide  range  of  effects,  from  subtle 

washes  to  bold,  textured  strokes.  Experiment  with 

different  dry-on-dry  techniques  to  see  what  you  can 

create!
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Chapter 1: Watercolor Techniques

Glazing techniques

Glazing  is  a  watercolor  technique  that  involves 

applying  thin,  transparent  layers  of  paint  over  one 

another. This allows you to build up color and create 

depth and luminosity in your paintings. Glazing can be 

used for a variety of purposes, such as creating smooth 

transitions between colors,  adding depth to shadows, 

and  creating  special  effects  like  glowing  light  or 

reflections.

To glaze, start by applying a thin layer of paint to your 

paper.  Let  the  paint  dry  completely,  then  apply  a 

second layer of paint. Overlap the second layer slightly 

with  the  first,  and  blend  the  edges  together  with  a 

damp brush. Continue adding layers of paint until you 

achieve the desired effect.

Glazing can be a challenging technique to master, but it 

is  worth  the  effort.  With  practice,  you  can  learn  to 
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create beautiful and sophisticated watercolor paintings 

using this technique.

Here are some tips for glazing:

* Use transparent or semi-transparent paints. 

Opaque paints will not allow the layers to blend 

together properly.

* Apply thin layers of paint. If the layers are 

too thick, they will not blend well and the 

painting will look muddy.

* Let each layer dry completely before applying 

the next. This will prevent the layers from 

mixing together and creating unwanted colors.

* Use a damp brush to blend the edges of the 

layers. A dry brush will create harsh lines.

* Experiment with different colors and 

techniques. There are no rules when it comes to 

glazing, so experiment and see what works for 

you.

Glazing  is  a  versatile  technique  that  can  be  used  to 

create a variety of effects. With practice, you can learn 

to  master  this  technique  and  create  beautiful 

watercolor paintings.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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