
The Protestant Heir

Introduction

Edward VI, the only surviving son of Henry VIII and the 

last of the male Tudors, reigned England for a brief but 

tumultuous  six  years.  His  reign,  though  often 

overshadowed by the reigns of his father and his half-

sisters  Mary and Elizabeth,  was a  time of  significant 

religious, social, and political change.

Edward's accession to the throne in 1547 at the age of 

nine  marked  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  in  English 

history. The young king was a devout Protestant, and 

his reign saw the implementation of a series of radical 

religious  reforms  that  transformed  England  from  a 

Catholic to a Protestant nation. These reforms included 

the dissolution of the monasteries, the introduction of 

the  Book of  Common Prayer,  and the  persecution of 

Catholics.
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Edward's religious policies were controversial and met 

with resistance from both Catholics and conservative 

Protestants. However, he was determined to establish a 

Protestant  church in  England,  and he  used his  royal 

authority  to  enforce  his  religious  reforms.  Edward's 

reign also saw significant social and economic changes. 

The  enclosure  movement,  which  began  in  the  late 

fifteenth century,  continued to transform the English 

countryside, leading to the displacement of many rural 

people.

The growth of towns and the development of trade led 

to the rise of a new merchant class. Edward's reign also 

saw  the  beginning  of  England's  overseas  expansion, 

with the establishment of trading posts in Africa and 

the  Americas.  Edward's  reign  was  cut  short  by  his 

untimely death in 1553 at the age of fifteen. His death 

plunged  England  into  a  succession  crisis,  and  the 

country was eventually ruled by his half-sisters Mary 

and Elizabeth.
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Despite his short reign, Edward VI left a lasting legacy 

on England. His religious reforms laid the foundation 

for the Church of England, and his social and economic 

policies  helped to  shape the development  of  modern 

England. Edward's reign is a fascinating and complex 

period of English history, and it continues to be studied 

and debated by historians today.
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Book Description

In the tumultuous years following the death of Henry 

VIII,  a  young boy named Edward VI ascended to the 

English  throne,  ushering  in  an  era  of  religious 

upheaval and political intrigue. "The Protestant Heir" 

tells the story of Edward's brief but impactful reign, a 

time  when  England's  religious  and  social  landscape 

was transformed forever.

Edward was a fervent Protestant, and his reign saw the 

implementation of a series of radical religious reforms. 

The monasteries were dissolved, the Book of Common 

Prayer  was  introduced,  and  Catholics  faced 

persecution.  These reforms met  with resistance from 

both  Catholics  and  conservative  Protestants,  but 

Edward  was  determined  to  establish  a  Protestant 

church in England.

Edward's  reign  also  witnessed  significant  social  and 

economic changes. The enclosure movement continued 
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to  reshape  the  English  countryside,  leading  to  the 

displacement of rural people. The growth of towns and 

the  development  of  trade  led  to  the  rise  of  a  new 

merchant  class.  England  also  began  to  expand  its 

overseas  empire,  establishing  trading  posts  in  Africa 

and the Americas.

Edward's reign was cut short by his untimely death at 

the  age  of  fifteen.  His  death  plunged England into  a 

succession crisis, and the country was eventually ruled 

by his half-sisters Mary and Elizabeth. Despite his short 

reign, Edward VI left a lasting legacy on England. His 

religious reforms laid the foundation for the Church of 

England, and his social and economic policies helped to 

shape the development of modern England.

"The  Protestant  Heir"  is  a  captivating  narrative  of  a 

pivotal period in English history. Drawing on a wealth 

of primary and secondary sources,  this book offers a 

fresh  perspective  on  Edward  VI's  reign  and  its 

enduring impact on English society and religion.
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Chapter 1: The Young Monarch

Edward's Early Life and Education

Edward VI,  the only surviving son of Henry VIII and 

Jane Seymour, was born at Hampton Court Palace on 

October 12, 1537. He was a sickly child, and his early 

years were marked by ill health. However, he was also 

a  precocious  and  intelligent  boy,  and  he  received  a 

rigorous education from some of the leading scholars 

of the day.

Edward's  early  education  was  overseen  by  Richard 

Cox,  the  Dean  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford.  Cox  was  a 

humanist  scholar  who  instilled  in  Edward  a  love  of 

learning and a deep knowledge of the classics. Edward 

also  studied  history,  theology,  and  mathematics.  He 

was also a talented musician and enjoyed playing the 

lute and the virginals.

In 1547, when Edward was nine years old, his father 

died and he became king of England. Edward's uncle, 
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Edward Seymour, the Duke of Somerset, became Lord 

Protector  and  ruled  England  in  Edward's  name. 

Somerset  was  a  Protestant,  and  he  continued  Henry 

VIII's policy of religious reform. Edward himself was a 

devout  Protestant,  and  he  took  an  active  interest  in 

religious matters.

Edward's reign was a time of great religious change in 

England. The monasteries were dissolved, the Book of 

Common Prayer was introduced,  and Catholics  faced 

persecution.  Edward  also  founded  a  number  of 

grammar  schools,  including  Christ's  Hospital  and 

Shrewsbury  School.  These  schools  were  intended  to 

provide  a  Protestant  education  for  the  sons  of  the 

gentry and the middle class.

Edward's reign was also a time of social and economic 

change.  The  enclosure  movement  continued  to 

transform  the  English  countryside,  leading  to  the 

displacement  of  many  rural  people.  The  growth  of 

towns and the development of trade led to the rise of a 
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new merchant class. England also began to expand its 

overseas  empire,  establishing  trading  posts  in  Africa 

and the Americas.

Edward's reign was cut short by his untimely death in 

1553 at the age of fifteen. His death plunged England 

into a succession crisis, and the country was eventually 

ruled by his half-sisters Mary and Elizabeth. Despite his 

short reign, Edward VI left a lasting legacy on England. 

His  religious  reforms  laid  the  foundation  for  the 

Church  of  England,  and  his  social  and  economic 

policies  helped to  shape the development  of  modern 

England.
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Chapter 1: The Young Monarch

The  Death  of  Henry  VIII  and  Edward's 

Accession

Henry VIII died on January 28, 1547, at the age of fifty-

five.  His  death  marked  the  end  of  one  of  the  most 

turbulent and consequential reigns in English history. 

Henry had been a powerful and charismatic monarch, 

but his later years were marred by ill health, marital 

problems, and religious turmoil.

Upon  Henry's  death,  his  nine-year-old  son  Edward 

became  king.  Edward  was  a  sickly  and  precocious 

child, but he was also intelligent and eager to learn. He 

was  raised  by  a  group  of  Protestant  tutors,  and  he 

quickly  embraced  the  new  religious  ideas  that  were 

sweeping through England.

Edward's  accession  to  the  throne  was  a  watershed 

moment in English history. It marked the beginning of 

a  new era,  one  in  which  England would  break  with 
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Rome and become a Protestant nation. Edward's reign 

was short-lived, but it was a time of great change and 

upheaval.

In the first few years of his reign, Edward was ruled by 

a  regency  council  led  by  his  uncle,  the  Duke  of 

Somerset.  Somerset  was  a  devout  Protestant,  and he 

used his power to advance the Reformation in England. 

He dissolved the monasteries, confiscated their lands, 

and introduced a  new prayer  book that  removed all 

traces of Catholic doctrine.

Somerset's  reforms  met  with  resistance  from  both 

Catholics  and  conservative  Protestants.  The  Catholic 

bishops were stripped of their lands and offices,  and 

many were imprisoned or executed. The conservative 

Protestants, led by Archbishop Stephen Gardiner, were 

also unhappy with Somerset's reforms. They believed 

that he was going too far and that he was endangering 

the unity of the English church.

10



In  1549,  Somerset  was  overthrown in  a  coup led  by 

John Dudley, the Earl of Warwick. Warwick was a more 

moderate  Protestant,  and  he  sought  to  find  a 

compromise between the Catholics and the Protestants. 

He released Gardiner from prison and allowed him to 

return to his diocese. He also slowed down the pace of 

religious reform.

Warwick's policies were successful in restoring peace 

and stability to England. However, his rule was short-

lived. In 1553, Edward VI died at the age of fifteen. His 

death plunged England into a succession crisis, and the 

country was eventually ruled by his half-sisters Mary 

and Elizabeth.

11



Chapter 1: The Young Monarch

The  Regency  Council  and  the  Duke  of 

Somerset

Edward VI's childhood was far from easy. His father, 

Henry VIII, was a tyrannical and unpredictable ruler, 

and his mother, Jane Seymour, died when Edward was 

just  a  baby.  Edward  was  raised  by  a  series  of 

governesses and tutors, and he was often isolated from 

his siblings.

When Henry VIII died in 1547, Edward was just nine 

years old. A regency council was established to rule the 

country until Edward came of age. The council was led 

by  Edward  Seymour,  Duke  of  Somerset,  who  was 

Edward's maternal uncle. Somerset was a powerful and 

ambitious man, and he used his position to advance his 

own interests.

Somerset's  regency  was  a  time  of  great  change  in 

England. He was a strong supporter of the Protestant 
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Reformation, and he implemented a series of religious 

reforms that transformed England from a Catholic to a 

Protestant  country.  Somerset  also  pursued  an 

aggressive  foreign  policy,  and he  led  England into  a 

series of costly wars with Scotland and France.

Somerset's  regency  was  ultimately  unsuccessful.  He 

was  unable  to  control  the  religious  and  political 

divisions  in  the  country,  and  he  was  eventually 

overthrown by a group of nobles led by John Dudley, 

Duke of Northumberland. Northumberland became the 

new regent, and he ruled England until Edward's death 

in 1553.

Edward VI's  reign was a  tumultuous time in  English 

history. The young king was a figurehead, and the real 

power  lay  in  the  hands  of  the  regency  council.  The 

council was divided by religious and political factions, 

and it was unable to provide stable leadership for the 

country.  Edward's  reign  was  also  a  time  of  great 
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change,  as  England transitioned from a Catholic  to a 

Protestant country.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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