
Masters of Social Sciences

Introduction

Sociology  is  the  study  of  human  society  and  social 

behavior. It is a relatively young discipline, but it has 

already had a profound impact on our understanding 

of the world around us. Sociologists have helped us to 

understand how social institutions, such as the family, 

the  economy,  and  the  government,  shape  our  lives. 

They  have  also  helped  us  to  understand  how  social 

inequality,  discrimination,  and  prejudice  affect 

individuals and groups.

In this book, we will explore the lives and ideas of some 

of the most influential sociologists of all time. We will 

learn  about  their  theories  of  society  and  how  those 

theories have shaped our understanding of the world. 

We will also explore how their work can be applied to 
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current  issues,  such  as  globalization,  inequality,  and 

climate change.

The sociologists we will be studying in this book are:

 Karl  Marx: Marx  was  a  German  philosopher, 

economist, and sociologist. He is best known for 

his theory of class struggle and his prediction of 

the eventual collapse of capitalism.

 Emile  Durkheim: Durkheim  was  a  French 

sociologist  who is  considered  to  be  one  of  the 

founders of modern sociology. He is best known 

for his theory of social solidarity and his study of 

suicide.

 Max Weber: Weber was a  German sociologist, 

economist,  and  political  scientist.  He  is  best 

known  for  his  theory  of  social  action  and  his 

analysis of bureaucracy.

 Georg  Simmel: Simmel  was  a  German 

sociologist and philosopher. He is best known for 
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his  work  on  the  sociology  of  the  city  and  his 

theory of fashion.

 George Herbert Mead: Mead was an American 

philosopher, sociologist,  and psychologist.  He is 

best known for his theory of the social self and 

his concept of the looking-glass self.

These five sociologists have had a profound impact on 

our  understanding  of  society.  Their  theories  have 

helped us to understand how social institutions work, 

how social inequality is created and maintained, and 

how social change occurs. Their work is still relevant 

today,  and it  continues  to  be  used  by  sociologists  to 

study a wide range of social phenomena.

We hope that this book will provide you with a deeper 

understanding of sociology and the work of some of its 

most influential thinkers. We believe that this book will 

be  of  interest  to  students  of  sociology,  as  well  as  to 

anyone who is interested in learning more about the 

social world around them.
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Book Description

Sociology  is  the  study  of  human  society  and  social 

behavior. It is a relatively young discipline, but it has 

already had a profound impact on our understanding 

of the world around us. Sociologists have helped us to 

understand how social institutions, such as the family, 

the  economy,  and  the  government,  shape  our  lives. 

They  have  also  helped  us  to  understand  how  social 

inequality,  discrimination,  and  prejudice  affect 

individuals and groups.

In this groundbreaking book, we explore the lives and 

ideas of some of the most influential sociologists of all 

time. We will learn about their theories of society and 

how those theories have shaped our understanding of 

the world. We will also explore how their work can be 

applied  to  current  issues,  such  as  globalization, 

inequality, and climate change.

The sociologists we will be studying in this book are:
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 Karl  Marx: Marx  was  a  German  philosopher, 

economist, and sociologist. He is best known for 

his theory of class struggle and his prediction of 

the eventual collapse of capitalism.

 Emile  Durkheim: Durkheim  was  a  French 

sociologist  who is  considered  to  be  one  of  the 

founders of modern sociology. He is best known 

for his theory of social solidarity and his study of 

suicide.

 Max Weber: Weber was a  German sociologist, 

economist,  and  political  scientist.  He  is  best 

known  for  his  theory  of  social  action  and  his 

analysis of bureaucracy.

 Georg  Simmel: Simmel  was  a  German 

sociologist and philosopher. He is best known for 

his  work  on  the  sociology  of  the  city  and  his 

theory of fashion.

 George Herbert Mead: Mead was an American 

philosopher, sociologist,  and psychologist.  He is 
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best known for his theory of the social self and 

his concept of the looking-glass self.

These five sociologists have had a profound impact on 

our  understanding  of  society.  Their  theories  have 

helped us to understand how social institutions work, 

how social inequality is created and maintained, and 

how social change occurs. Their work is still relevant 

today,  and it  continues  to  be  used  by  sociologists  to 

study a wide range of social phenomena.

Masters of Social Sciences is a must-read for anyone 

who  wants  to  understand  the  social  world  around 

them. This book is perfect for students of sociology, as 

well as for anyone who is interested in learning more 

about  the  lives  and  ideas  of  some  of  the  most 

influential thinkers of our time. 
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Chapter 1: Pioneers of Social Thought

The Birth of Sociology

Sociology  is  a  relatively  young  discipline,  but  it  has 

already had a profound impact on our understanding 

of the world around us. The birth of sociology can be 

traced back to the 19th century, a time of great social 

and economic change.

The  Industrial  Revolution  was  transforming  societies 

around  the  world.  New  technologies  were  being 

developed,  new  industries  were  being  created,  and 

people were moving from rural areas to cities in search 

of work. These changes were having a profound impact 

on people's lives.

Traditional social structures were breaking down, and 

new social  problems  were  emerging.  Poverty,  crime, 

and inequality were on the rise.  People were feeling 

lost and alienated in the new urban environment.
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In response to these changes, a group of thinkers began 

to  develop new ways  of  understanding society.  They 

argued that society is not a natural phenomenon, but 

rather a human creation. They believed that society is 

shaped by the interactions of  individuals,  and that it 

can be changed through human action.

These  thinkers  were  the  first  sociologists.  They 

included  Karl  Marx,  Emile  Durkheim,  Max  Weber, 

Georg Simmel, and George Herbert Mead. Their work 

laid  the  foundation  for  the  modern  discipline  of 

sociology.

Marx  was  a  German  philosopher,  economist,  and 

sociologist.  He  is  best  known  for  his  theory  of  class 

struggle and his prediction of the eventual collapse of 

capitalism.

Durkheim was a French sociologist who is considered 

to be one of the founders of modern sociology. He is 

best known for his theory of social solidarity and his 

study of suicide.
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Weber  was  a  German  sociologist,  economist,  and 

political  scientist.  He is  best  known for his theory of 

social action and his analysis of bureaucracy.

Simmel was a German sociologist and philosopher. He 

is best known for his work on the sociology of the city 

and his theory of fashion.

Mead was  an  American  philosopher,  sociologist,  and 

psychologist.  He  is  best  known for  his  theory  of  the 

social self and his concept of the looking-glass self.

These five sociologists had a profound impact on our 

understanding of society. Their theories have helped us 

to understand how social institutions work, how social 

inequality is created and maintained, and how social 

change occurs. Their work is still relevant today, and it 

continues  to  be  used by  sociologists  to  study a  wide 

range of social phenomena.

The birth of sociology was a major turning point in our 

understanding of the world. It marked the beginning of 
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a new era in which we could study society scientifically 

and work to improve it.

10



Chapter 1: Pioneers of Social Thought

The Enlightenment and Social Change

The Enlightenment was a philosophical movement that 

dominated the intellectual  life  of  Europe in  the 17th 

and 18th centuries. It was characterized by a belief in 

the power of reason and the importance of scientific 

inquiry.  The  Enlightenment  thinkers  believed  that 

human  beings  were  capable  of  progress  and  that 

society could be improved through the application of 

reason.

The  Enlightenment  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

development of sociology. The Enlightenment thinkers 

laid the foundation for the scientific study of society. 

They  argued  that  society  was  not  simply  a  natural 

phenomenon, but rather a human creation that could 

be understood and changed through rational inquiry.

One  of  the  most  important  contributions  of  the 

Enlightenment to  sociology was the idea of  progress. 
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The  Enlightenment  thinkers  believed  that  human 

society was progressing through a series of stages, from 

savagery  to  barbarism  to  civilization.  They  believed 

that  each stage was characterized by different  social 

institutions and values. This idea of progress provided 

a  framework  for  understanding  social  change  and 

development.

Another important contribution of the Enlightenment 

to  sociology  was  the  idea  of  individual  rights.  The 

Enlightenment thinkers argued that all human beings 

are born with certain natural rights, such as the right 

to  life,  liberty,  and  property.  These  rights  were 

considered to be inherent and inalienable. The idea of 

individual  rights  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

development  of  democracy  and  human  rights 

movements.

The Enlightenment also had a significant impact on the 

development of economic thought. The Enlightenment 

thinkers  argued  that  the  economy  was  governed  by 
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natural laws, just like the physical world. They believed 

that  the  free  market  was  the  most  efficient  way  to 

allocate resources and that government intervention in 

the  economy  was  harmful.  These  ideas  laid  the 

foundation for the development of classical economics.

The  Enlightenment  was  a  watershed  moment  in  the 

history of human thought. It marked the beginning of a 

new  era  of  reason  and  progress.  The  Enlightenment 

thinkers laid the foundation for the modern world, and 

their  ideas  continue  to  shape  our  understanding  of 

society today.
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Chapter 1: Pioneers of Social Thought

The Industrial Revolution and Its Impact

The  Industrial  Revolution  was  a  period  of  major 

technological  and  social  change  that  began  in  Great 

Britain  in  the  late  18th  century  and spread to  other 

parts  of  the  world  in  the  19th  century.  It  was 

characterized  by  the  introduction  of  new  machines, 

new power sources, and new ways of organizing work. 

The Industrial  Revolution had a  profound impact  on 

society, transforming the way people lived and worked.

The Rise of the Factory System

One of the most significant changes brought about by 

the  Industrial  Revolution  was  the  rise  of  the  factory 

system. Prior to the Industrial Revolution, most goods 

were  produced  by  hand  in  small  workshops  or  in 

people's homes. However, with the introduction of new 

machines,  such as the spinning jenny and the power 

loom,  it  became  more  efficient  to  produce  goods  in 
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large factories. This led to the concentration of workers 

in urban areas, where factories were built.

The Changing Nature of Work

The Industrial  Revolution also changed the nature of 

work. In pre-industrial societies,  most people worked 

in agriculture. However, with the rise of factories, more 

and more people began to work in manufacturing jobs. 

Factory  work  was  often  monotonous  and  repetitive, 

and it was often dangerous. Workers were also subject 

to long hours and low wages.

The Growth of Cities

The  Industrial  Revolution  also  led  to  the  growth  of 

cities.  As  factories  were built  in  urban areas,  people 

flocked to these cities in search of work. This led to a 

rapid increase in the population of cities, which were 

often overcrowded and unsanitary.

The Social Impact of the Industrial Revolution
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The Industrial  Revolution had a  profound impact  on 

society. It led to the rise of a new middle class, which 

consisted  of  factory  owners,  managers,  and 

professionals.  It  also  led to  the growth of  a  working 

class,  which  consisted  of  factory  workers  and  other 

laborers. The Industrial Revolution also led to a decline 

in the power of the aristocracy and the landed gentry.

Theories of Social Change

The Industrial Revolution was a major turning point in 

human history. It marked the beginning of a new era, 

in which technology and industry would play a central 

role in society. The Industrial Revolution also led to the 

development  of  new  theories  of  social  change. 

Sociologists  such  as  Karl  Marx  and  Emile  Durkheim 

argued  that  the  Industrial  Revolution  was 

fundamentally  changing  the  way  that  society  was 

organized.  They  believed  that  these  changes  would 

eventually lead to the downfall of capitalism and the 

rise of a new socialist society.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 
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