
Playing Bridge with the Best

Introduction

Bridge is a fascinating and challenging card game that 

has  been  enjoyed  by  people  of  all  ages  and 

backgrounds for centuries. It is a game of strategy, skill, 

and luck,  and it  can be a great  way to socialize and 

have fun.

Whether  you  are  a  beginner  or  a  seasoned  player, 

there is always something new to learn about bridge. 

This  book  is  designed  to  provide  you  with  the 

knowledge  and  skills  you  need  to  become  a  better 

bridge player. It covers all the basics of the game, as 

well  as  more  advanced  topics  such  as  bidding, 

defensive play, and declarer play.

In addition to the technical  aspects of  the game, this 

book also discusses the history of bridge, the etiquette 
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of bridge, and the resources available to help you learn 

more about the game. Whether you are just starting out 

or you are looking to improve your skills, this book has 

something for everyone.

So sit back, relax, and let us take you on a journey into 

the  world  of  bridge.  We  promise  that  you  will  be 

hooked after just a few hands.

Bridge is a game that can be enjoyed by people of all 

ages and skill levels. It is a great way to socialize, have 

fun, and challenge your mind. This book is the perfect 

resource for anyone who wants to learn more about 

bridge or improve their skills.

With clear explanations, helpful examples, and plenty 

of practice exercises, this book will help you master the 

basics of bridge and take your game to the next level. 

So what  are you waiting for?  Pick up a copy of  this 

book today and start your journey to becoming a better 

bridge player!

2



Book Description

Playing Bridge with the Best is the ultimate guide to 

playing  bridge,  whether  you  are  a  beginner  or  a 

seasoned player.  This  comprehensive book covers all 

the basics of the game, as well as more advanced topics 

such as bidding, defensive play, and declarer play.

With clear explanations, helpful examples, and plenty 

of practice exercises, this book will help you master the 

game of bridge and take your skills to the next level. 

You will learn how to:

 Get started with bridge,  including the different 

suits and ranks of cards, bidding, playing a hand, 

and scoring.

 Use  advanced  bidding  techniques,  such  as 

conventions,  overcalls,  and  doubles,  to 

communicate with your partner and outbid your 

opponents.
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 Defend against your opponents' bids effectively, 

by  reading  their  signals,  countering  their  bids, 

and playing against different types of contracts.

 Play as declarer and make the right decisions to 

win  the  most  tricks,  including  planning  your 

play,  reading the defense,  making finesses  and 

ruffs, and establishing winners.

 Play  in  special  situations,  such  as  partscore 

hands,  voids,  singletons,  doubletons,  and  weak 

trump  suits,  and  learn  how  to  adjust  your 

strategy accordingly.

In addition to the technical  aspects of  the game, this 

book also covers the history of bridge, the etiquette of 

bridge, and the resources available to help you learn 

more about the game. Whether you are just starting out 

or you are looking to improve your skills, this book has 

something for everyone.
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So  pick  up  a  copy  of  Playing  Bridge  with  the  Best 

today  and  start  your  journey  to  becoming  a  better 

bridge player! 
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Chapter 1: The Basics of Bridge

Getting started with bridge

Bridge is a fascinating and challenging card game that 

has  been  enjoyed  by  people  of  all  ages  and 

backgrounds for centuries. It is a game of strategy, skill, 

and luck,  and it  can be a great  way to socialize and 

have fun.

If you are new to bridge, the first thing you need to do 

is learn the basics of the game. This includes learning 

about the different suits and ranks of cards, the bidding 

process,  and  the  rules  of  play.  There  are  many 

resources  available  to  help  you  learn  the  basics  of 

bridge, including books, websites, and bridge clubs.

Once you have learned the basics, you can start playing 

bridge with friends or family. There are many different 

ways to play bridge, so you can find a format that suits 

your needs and interests. You can play rubber bridge, 

6



duplicate bridge,  or tournament bridge.  You can also 

play bridge online or in person.

No matter how you choose to play bridge, you are sure 

to  have  a  lot  of  fun.  Bridge  is  a  challenging  and 

rewarding game that can be enjoyed by people of all 

ages and skill levels.

Tips for getting started with bridge:

 Find a partner who is  willing to teach you the 

basics of the game.

 Start by playing rubber bridge, which is a more 

relaxed format of the game.

 Read  books  and  articles  about  bridge  to  learn 

more about the game.

 Attend bridge clubs or lessons to improve your 

skills.

 Play bridge online or in person to practice your 

skills and meet new people.
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With a little practice, you will be able to enjoy bridge 

for years to come.
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Chapter 1: The Basics of Bridge

The different suits and ranks of cards

Bridge  is  played  with  a  standard  deck  of  52  cards, 

which  are  divided  into  four  suits:  hearts,  diamonds, 

clubs, and spades. Each suit contains 13 cards, ranked 

from ace (highest) to two (lowest).

The  suits  are  ranked  in  the  following  order,  from 

highest to lowest:

 Spades

 Hearts

 Diamonds

 Clubs

The ace of spades is the highest card in the deck, and 

the two of clubs is the lowest.

In addition to the suits,  the cards are also ranked by 

their face value. The face cards are the jack, queen, and 
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king. The jack is worth 11 points, the queen is worth 12 

points, and the king is worth 13 points.

The ace is worth 1 point, and the remaining cards are 

worth their face value. For example, the three of hearts 

is worth 3 points.

When playing bridge, the goal is to win tricks. A trick is 

a set of four cards, one from each player. The highest 

card in  the trick  wins  the trick,  and the player  who 

wins the trick leads to the next trick.

The player who wins the most tricks wins the game.

Example:

Let's say that you are playing a hand of bridge and you 

have the following cards:

 Ace of spades

 King of hearts

 Queen of diamonds

 Jack of clubs
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If  you  play  the  ace  of  spades,  it  will  win  the  trick 

because it is the highest card in the trick. You will then 

lead to the next trick with the king of hearts.

If  your opponent plays the queen of hearts,  you will 

win the trick because the king of hearts is higher than 

the queen of hearts. You will then lead to the next trick 

with the queen of diamonds.

If your opponent plays the jack of diamonds, you will 

win the trick because the queen of diamonds is higher 

than the jack of  diamonds.  You will  then lead to the 

next trick with the jack of clubs.

You will  continue to play tricks until  all  of the cards 

have been played. The player who wins the most tricks 

will win the game.
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Chapter 1: The Basics of Bridge

Bidding in bridge

Bidding in bridge is a complex and challenging aspect 

of the game. It is a way for partners to communicate 

with  each  other  about  their  hands  and  to  try  to 

determine the best contract to play.

The bidding process begins with the dealer, who passes 

or makes a bid. The next player in clockwise order can 

then  pass,  bid,  or  double  the  previous  bid.  Bidding 

continues around the table until all four players have 

passed.

The highest bid becomes the contract for the hand. The 

declarer,  who is  the  player  who made the  final  bid, 

must then try to make at least that many tricks.  The 

other  three  players,  known  as  the  defenders,  try  to 

prevent the declarer from making their contract.

There are a number of different bidding conventions 

that can be used to help partners communicate with 
12



each other. These conventions can be used to show the 

strength of a hand, the distribution of the suits, and the 

location of key cards.

Bidding  in  bridge  can  be  a  difficult  and  challenging 

task, but it is also a very rewarding one. By learning the 

basics of bidding, you can improve your overall bridge 

game and increase your chances of winning.

Tips for bidding in bridge:

 Pay attention to the bidding of your opponents. 

This  can  give  you  valuable  information  about 

their hands and their intentions.

 Don't be afraid to bid aggressively. If you have a 

strong hand, don't be afraid to make a bid that 

shows your strength.

 Be careful not to overbid. If you bid too high, you 

may end up losing the contract.

 Be willing to compromise. Sometimes, you may 

have to settle for a contract that is not ideal. This 
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is  better  than  bidding  too  high  and  losing  the 

contract.

With  practice,  you will  learn to  bid  more effectively 

and improve your overall bridge game.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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