
The Children's Dilemma

Introduction

In  the  annals  of  history,  there  exist  tales  of 

extraordinary  individuals  whose  unwavering  resolve 

and  unwavering  commitment  to  truth  challenge  the 

very foundation of  oppressive  regimes.  Their  stories, 

like  luminous  beacons  in  the  darkest  of  nights, 

illuminate the indomitable spirit that resides within the 

human  heart,  capable  of  overcoming  tyranny  and 

igniting the flame of freedom.

One  such  narrative  unfolds  within  the  pages  of  this 

book, a poignant exploration of the indomitable power 

of the human spirit in the face of adversity. It delves 

into  the  lives  of  ordinary  children,  thrust  into 

extraordinary  circumstances,  forced  to  grapple  with 

moral dilemmas that would test the mettle of even the 

most seasoned adults.
1



The journey begins with the arrest of a father, a pivotal 

event  that  shatters  the  tranquility  of  a  small 

community  and reverberates  through the  lives  of  its 

inhabitants.  As  the  children  grapple  with  the 

implications  of  this  devastating  occurrence,  they  are 

confronted with  a  request  from an army captain:  to 

write a composition entitled "What My Family Does at 

Night."

This  seemingly  innocuous  assignment  becomes  a 

crucible that tests their loyalty, their courage, and their 

very  understanding  of  truth.  The  children  must 

navigate a treacherous landscape of  fear,  deceit,  and 

moral ambiguity, where every word they utter carries 

the weight of potential consequences.

As the children grapple with their individual choices, 

they embark on a journey of self-discovery and moral 

awakening.  They  confront  profound  questions  about 

the nature of freedom, the importance of truth, and the 

power of the human spirit to resist oppression.
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This  book  is  an  unflinching  examination  of  the 

complexities of living under a dictatorship, where the 

boundaries between right and wrong are blurred, and 

the price of dissent is often paid in blood. Yet, amidst 

the  darkness,  there  glimmers  a  beacon  of  hope,  a 

testament to the indomitable spirit of the human heart, 

capable of triumphing over even the most formidable 

of adversaries.
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Book Description

In the heart of a small community, amidst the ordinary 

rhythms  of  life,  a  chilling  event  unfolds,  forever 

altering  the  destinies  of  its  young  inhabitants.  The 

arrest of a father sends shockwaves through the town, 

leaving  children  grappling  with  a  mixture  of  fear, 

uncertainty,  and  a  growing  awareness  of  the 

oppressive forces that lurk beneath the surface of their 

seemingly peaceful existence.

As the children strive to make sense of this traumatic 

occurrence,  they  are  confronted  with  a  request  that 

will  test  their  loyalty,  their  courage,  and  their  very 

understanding of truth. An army captain enters their 

school,  demanding  that  they  write  a  composition 

entitled  "What  My  Family  Does  at  Night."  This 

seemingly  innocuous  assignment  becomes  a  crucible 

that forces them to navigate a treacherous landscape of 

fear, deceit, and moral ambiguity.
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With  every  word  they  write,  the  children  are  faced 

with an agonizing choice: to conform and betray their 

conscience,  or  to  risk their  own safety and the well-

being of their loved ones by speaking the truth. As they 

wrestle with their individual decisions, they embark on 

a  journey  of  self-discovery  and  moral  awakening, 

confronting  profound  questions  about  the  nature  of 

freedom, the importance of truth, and the power of the 

human spirit to resist oppression.

This book delves into the complexities of living under a 

dictatorship, where the boundaries between right and 

wrong are  blurred,  and the  price  of  dissent  is  often 

paid in blood. Yet, amidst the darkness, there glimmers 

a beacon of hope, a testament to the indomitable spirit 

of the human heart. Through the eyes of these young 

protagonists,  we witness the resilience of  the human 

spirit in the face of adversity, its ability to triumph over 

even the most formidable of adversaries.
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This  is  a  story that  will  resonate  with readers  of  all 

ages,  a  powerful  reminder  of  the  importance  of 

courage, integrity, and the unwavering pursuit of truth, 

even in the darkest of times.
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Chapter 1: The Friend's Father

1. The arrest

In  a  tranquil  community  nestled amidst  rolling hills, 

life  flowed  at  a  leisurely  pace  until  the  day  when 

everything changed. It was a day that would forever be 

etched in the memories of its  inhabitants,  a day that 

shattered the illusion of peace and harmony.

The  protagonist  of  our  tale  is  a  young  boy  named 

David,  a  bright  and  inquisitive  child  with  a 

mischievous smile and a heart full of dreams. David's 

world revolved around his family, his friends, and the 

endless possibilities that each new day held. Little did 

he know that fate had a cruel twist in store for him, a 

twist  that  would  test  his  courage  and  challenge  his 

beliefs.

It  was  a  seemingly  ordinary  morning  when  David's 

father, a respected doctor known for his kindness and 

compassion,  was  taken  away  by  armed  men  in  the 
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dead  of  night.  The  family  was  jolted  awake  by  loud 

banging on the door, followed by the harsh voices of 

soldiers demanding entry. David watched in horror as 

his father was dragged away, his pleas for explanation 

falling on deaf ears.

The news of the arrest spread like wildfire through the 

town,  sending  shockwaves  of  fear  and  uncertainty. 

David's  friends,  once carefree and playful,  were now 

filled with anxiety and trepidation. They whispered in 

hushed tones, speculating about the reasons behind the 

arrest and the fate that awaited David's father.

As  the  days  turned into  weeks,  the  silence  from the 

authorities was deafening. David's mother, a pillar of 

strength and resilience, did everything in her power to 

maintain  a  semblance  of  normalcy  for  her  son.  She 

answered  David's  questions  with  evasive  responses, 

trying to shield him from the harsh realities of  their 

situation.  But  David was no longer  a  child;  he could 
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sense  the  unspoken fear  that  permeated the  air,  the 

fear of a regime that wielded its power with impunity.
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Chapter 1: The Friend's Father

2. The effect on the community

The arrest of Daniel's father sent shockwaves through 

the  community,  disturbing  the  tranquil  rhythm  of 

everyday life. It was as if a dark cloud had settled over 

the  town,  casting  a  shadow  of  fear  and  uncertainty 

upon its inhabitants.

Initially,  disbelief  and  denial  were  the  prevailing 

sentiments. The people of the community had difficulty 

comprehending how such a  respected and well-liked 

individual could be accused of any wrongdoing. They 

whispered  among  themselves,  seeking  answers  and 

explanations that seemed elusive.

As  the  news  spread,  a  palpable  sense  of  unease 

permeated  the  air.  People  became  wary  of  their 

neighbors,  questioning  their  loyalty  and 

trustworthiness.  The  bonds  of  community  that  had 
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once held them together began to fray, replaced by a 

growing atmosphere of suspicion and distrust.

The  children  of  the  community  were  particularly 

vulnerable  to  the  effects  of  this  sudden  disruption. 

They  witnessed  the  fear  and  anxiety  etched  on  the 

faces  of  their  parents  and  guardians,  and  they 

struggled to make sense of the rapidly changing world 

around them.

Schools  became  battlegrounds  of  whispered  rumors 

and  covert  glances.  Children  whose  fathers  worked 

alongside Daniel's father were ostracized and subjected 

to relentless bullying. The playground, once a place of 

laughter and joy, transformed into an arena of fear and 

isolation.

The arrest of Daniel's father served as a stark reminder 

of  the  fragility  of  their  existence.  They  realized  that 

even  in  their  small,  seemingly  peaceful  community, 

they  were  not  immune  to  the  arbitrary  exercise  of 

power and the whims of those in authority.
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Chapter 1: The Friend's Father

3. The effect on Daniel

Daniel,  a  young  boy  with  an  infectious  smile  and  a 

heart  filled  with  dreams,  found  his  world  turned 

upside down when his father, a pillar of strength and 

love,  was  arrested  without  explanation.  The  news 

spread through the community like wildfire, leaving a 

trail of shock and disbelief in its wake. Daniel's friends, 

once eager to share laughter and play, now whispered 

in  hushed  tones,  their  eyes  filled  with  fear  and 

uncertainty.

The absence  of  his  father  left  a  void  within Daniel's 

heart,  an  emptiness  that  no  words  could  fill.  He 

struggled to comprehend the gravity of the situation, 

his  mind  racing  with  questions  that  remained 

unanswered.  Why  had  his  father  been  taken  away? 

What  had  he  done  to  warrant  such  treatment?  The 
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silence  from  the  authorities  only  fueled  his  anxiety, 

leaving him feeling abandoned and alone.

As days turned into weeks, Daniel's emotional turmoil 

intensified. He retreated into a shell, withdrawing from 

the  world  he  once  knew.  The  vibrant  colors  of  life 

faded into shades of gray, and the joy he once felt was 

replaced by a gnawing sense of loss. Sleep eluded him, 

replaced  by  nightmares  where  his  father's  face 

haunted  him,  a  silent  plea  for  help  echoing  in  the 

darkness.

The arrest of Daniel's father had a profound impact on 

his  relationships.  Friends,  once  inseparable,  now 

avoided  him,  fearing  the  repercussions  of  being 

associated with a  "traitor."  Even his  teachers  treated 

him differently, their eyes filled with pity and a hint of 

fear.  The  isolation  he  felt  was  unbearable,  a  heavy 

burden that threatened to crush his spirit.

Yet,  amidst the darkness,  a flicker of hope remained. 

Deep within Daniel's heart, he knew that his father was 
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innocent, that there had to be a reason for his sudden 

disappearance. He clung to this belief, a lifeline in a sea 

of despair. He vowed to find out the truth, to clear his 

father's name, and to restore the honor of his family.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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