
Fatal  Errors:  Miscarriages of  Justice in 

Capital Cases

Introduction

Miscarriages  of  justice  are  a  sobering  reality  in  any 

justice system, and the United States is  no exception. 

The wrongful  conviction of  innocent  individuals  is  a 

grave injustice that has far-reaching consequences, not 

only for the individuals directly affected, but also for 

their  families,  communities,  and the public's  trust  in 

the justice system.

In Fatal Errors: Miscarriages of Justice in Capital Cases, 

we delve into the complex and often tragic  world of 

wrongful  convictions,  exploring  the  causes, 

consequences, and potential solutions to this systemic 

issue.  Through  meticulous  research  and  compelling 

case studies, we shed light on the factors that can lead 
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to innocent people being wrongly accused, convicted, 

and even sentenced to death.

We  examine  the  role  of  flawed  eyewitness 

identifications,  coerced  confessions,  prosecutorial 

misconduct, and ineffective defense in contributing to 

wrongful  convictions.  We  also  explore  the  systemic 

biases  and  disparities  that  can  make  certain 

individuals  more vulnerable to wrongful  convictions, 

such as race, socioeconomic status, and mental illness.

The  human  toll  of  wrongful  convictions  is 

immeasurable.  The  innocent  individuals  who  are 

wrongly convicted lose years of their lives to wrongful 

imprisonment,  and  they  often  face  significant 

challenges in rebuilding their lives after exoneration. 

Their  families  and  communities  are  also  deeply 

affected,  enduring  years  of  uncertainty,  pain,  and 

financial hardship.

The  consequences  of  wrongful  convictions  extend 

beyond the individuals  directly  involved.  They erode 
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public trust  in the justice system and undermine the 

legitimacy  of  the  criminal  justice  process.  When 

innocent  people  are  wrongly  convicted,  the  guilty 

parties  remain at  large,  posing a continued threat  to 

society.

In Fatal Errors: Miscarriages of Justice in Capital Cases, 

we not only expose the flaws and failures that can lead 

to  wrongful  convictions,  but  we  also  offer  concrete 

recommendations for reforms.  We propose measures 

to  strengthen  eyewitness  identification  procedures, 

prevent  false  confessions,  ensure  fair  and  impartial 

trials, and improve forensic science techniques.

We  also  highlight  the  importance  of  post-conviction 

review  mechanisms,  such  as  DNA  testing  and 

innocence  commissions,  to  identify  and  correct 

wrongful  convictions.  By  working  together,  we  can 

strive to create a justice system that is fair,  accurate, 

and free from the scourge of wrongful convictions.
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Book Description

In Fatal Errors: Miscarriages of Justice in Capital Cases, 

Pasquale  De  Marco  takes  a  deep  dive  into  the 

disturbing world of wrongful convictions, exposing the 

systemic  flaws  and  biases  that  can  lead  to  innocent 

individuals  being  wrongly  accused,  convicted,  and 

even sentenced to death.

Through  meticulous  research  and  compelling  case 

studies,  Pasquale  De  Marco  reveals  the  factors  that 

contribute  to  wrongful  convictions,  including  flawed 

eyewitness  identifications,  coerced  confessions, 

prosecutorial misconduct, and ineffective defense. The 

book  also  examines  the  role  of  systemic  biases  and 

disparities,  such  as  race,  socioeconomic  status,  and 

mental  illness,  in  making  certain  individuals  more 

vulnerable to wrongful convictions.

Pasquale De Marco explores the devastating human toll 

of  wrongful  convictions,  not  only  on  the  individuals 
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directly  affected,  but  also  on  their  families, 

communities,  and  the  public's  trust  in  the  justice 

system. The book highlights the years of lost freedom, 

the emotional trauma, and the financial hardship that 

the  innocent  endure  as  a  result  of  wrongful 

convictions.

Beyond the individual suffering, wrongful convictions 

undermine  the  legitimacy  of  the  criminal  justice 

system. When innocent people are wrongly convicted, 

the guilty parties remain at large, posing a continued 

threat  to  society.  The  book  argues  that  wrongful 

convictions  are  not  isolated  incidents,  but  rather  a 

systemic  problem that  requires  urgent  attention and 

reform.

Pasquale  De Marco offers  concrete  recommendations 

for  reforms  to  prevent  wrongful  convictions  in  the 

future.  These  include  strengthening  eyewitness 

identification procedures, preventing false confessions, 

ensuring  fair  and  impartial  trials,  and  improving 
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forensic  science techniques.  The book also  highlights 

the importance of post-conviction review mechanisms, 

such  as  DNA  testing  and  innocence  commissions,  to 

identify and correct wrongful convictions.

Fatal Errors: Miscarriages of Justice in Capital Cases is 

an  essential  read  for  anyone  concerned  about  the 

fairness and accuracy of the criminal justice system. It 

is a powerful indictment of the flaws that can lead to 

innocent people being wrongly convicted, and a call to 

action  for  reforms  to  prevent  future  miscarriages  of 

justice.
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Chapter 1: The Falsely Accused

Wrongful convictions: A disheartening reality

Wrongful convictions are a grave injustice that has far-

reaching  consequences  for  the  individuals  directly 

affected, their families, communities, and the public's 

trust in the justice system. The United States has one of 

the  highest  rates  of  wrongful  convictions  in  the 

developed  world,  with  an  estimated  20,000  innocent 

people currently behind bars.

There are a number of factors that can contribute to 

wrongful convictions, including:

 Eyewitness  misidentification: This  is  the 

leading  cause  of  wrongful  convictions, 

accounting  for  over  70%  of  cases.  Eyewitness 

testimony  is  often  unreliable,  as  people  are 

notoriously  bad  at  remembering  faces  and 

details, especially under stressful conditions.
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 False  confessions: These  can  be  coerced 

through  physical  or  psychological  pressure,  or 

given by individuals  with mental  health issues 

who are unable to understand the consequences 

of their actions.

 Prosecutorial  misconduct: Prosecutors  may 

withhold  evidence,  intimidate  witnesses,  or 

engage in other unethical  behavior in order to 

secure a conviction.

 Ineffective defense: Individuals who are falsely 

accused  often  have  inadequate  legal 

representation,  which  can  make  it  difficult  for 

them to present a strong defense.

Wrongful convictions have a devastating impact on the 

individuals who are wrongly convicted. They lose years 

of their lives to wrongful imprisonment, and they often 

face significant challenges in rebuilding their lives after 

exoneration. Their families and communities are also 
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deeply  affected,  enduring  years  of  uncertainty,  pain, 

and financial hardship.

The  consequences  of  wrongful  convictions  extend 

beyond the individuals  directly  involved.  They erode 

public trust  in the justice system and undermine the 

legitimacy  of  the  criminal  justice  process.  When 

innocent  people  are  wrongly  convicted,  the  guilty 

parties  remain at  large,  posing a continued threat  to 

society.

It  is essential that we take steps to prevent wrongful 

convictions and to ensure that those who are wrongly 

convicted are exonerated. This can be done by:

 Strengthening  eyewitness  identification 

procedures: This  includes  using  double-blind 

lineups,  providing  witnesses  with  more 

information about the suspect, and recording all 

eyewitness identifications.

 Preventing false confessions: This can be done 

by  videotaping  all  interrogations,  providing 
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suspects with access to an attorney, and limiting 

the length of interrogations.

 Ensuring  fair  and  impartial  trials: This 

includes  providing  defendants  with  competent 

legal  representation,  allowing  them  to  present 

evidence  in  their  defense,  and  ensuring  that 

jurors are impartial.

 Improving  forensic  science  techniques: This 

can  help  to  ensure  that  the  evidence  used  to 

convict individuals is accurate and reliable.

 Establishing  post-conviction  review 

mechanisms: This  can  help  to  identify  and 

correct wrongful convictions.

By working together, we can strive to create a justice 

system that is fair, accurate, and free from the scourge 

of wrongful convictions.
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Chapter 1: The Falsely Accused

False  identifications:  Mistaken  identities 

leading to injustice

Mistaken eyewitness identifications are a leading cause 

of  wrongful  convictions  in  the United States.  In  fact, 

studies have shown that eyewitness misidentifications 

contribute  to  approximately  75%  of  wrongful 

convictions that are later overturned by DNA evidence.

There are a number of factors that can contribute to 

mistaken eyewitness identifications, including:

 The  unreliability  of  memory: Eyewitness 

memory is notoriously unreliable, and it can be 

easily influenced by a variety of factors, such as 

stress, anxiety, and suggestion.

 The  suggestibility  of  witnesses: Eyewitnesses 

are  often  highly  suggestible,  and  they  can  be 

easily led to identify an innocent person if they 
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are  given  suggestive  information  by  law 

enforcement or prosecutors.

 The  use  of  photo  lineups: Photo  lineups  are 

often used to identify suspects, but they can be 

highly  misleading.  Eyewitnesses  often  have 

difficulty  identifying  a  suspect  from  a  photo 

lineup,  and  they  may  be  more  likely  to  pick 

someone who looks  similar  to  the  perpetrator, 

even if that person is not the actual culprit.

The  consequences  of  mistaken  eyewitness 

identifications can be devastating. Innocent people can 

be wrongly convicted of crimes they did not commit, 

and they may spend years in prison for a crime they 

did not commit. In some cases, innocent people have 

even  been  sentenced  to  death  based  on  mistaken 

eyewitness identifications.

There  are  a  number  of  things  that  can  be  done  to 

reduce the risk of mistaken eyewitness identifications. 

These include:
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 Using  double-blind  procedures: Double-blind 

procedures  can  help  to  reduce  the  risk  of 

suggestion  by  ensuring  that  the  person 

conducting  the  lineup  does  not  know  which 

suspect is the actual perpetrator.

 Using  sequential  lineups: Sequential  lineups 

can help to reduce the risk of bias by presenting 

the suspects to the eyewitness one at a time.

 Providing  proper  instructions  to  witnesses: 

Witnesses  should  be  given  clear  and  unbiased 

instructions before they are asked to identify a 

suspect from a lineup.

By taking these steps, we can help to reduce the risk of 

mistaken  eyewitness  identifications  and  ensure  that 

innocent people are not wrongly convicted of crimes 

they did not commit.
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Chapter 1: The Falsely Accused

Coerced  confessions:  The  dark  side  of 

interrogation tactics

Coerced confessions are a grave injustice that can lead 

to  the  wrongful  conviction  of  innocent  individuals. 

They  occur  when  law  enforcement  officials  use 

improper  methods  to  extract  confessions  from 

suspects, often under the guise of obtaining the truth.

There are many different tactics that law enforcement 

officials can use to coerce confessions, including:

 Threats: Police  may  threaten  suspects  with 

violence, arrest, or other negative consequences 

if they do not confess.

 Promises: Police may promise suspects leniency 

or other benefits in exchange for a confession.

 Deception: Police may lie to suspects about the 

evidence  against  them  or  about  the 

consequences of confessing.
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 Isolation: Police may isolate suspects from their 

family  and  friends,  making  them  more 

vulnerable to coercion.

 Physical abuse: In extreme cases, police may use 

physical abuse to force suspects to confess.

Coerced  confessions  are  particularly  concerning 

because they can be very convincing, even when they 

are false. This is because people who are under duress 

are more likely to say whatever they think the police 

want to hear, even if it is not true.

There are a number of factors that can make suspects 

more vulnerable to coercion, including:

 Mental  illness: Individuals  with mental  illness 

may  be  more  easily  manipulated  and  coerced 

into confessing.

 Intellectual  disability: Individuals  with 

intellectual disabilities may not fully understand 

the consequences of their confessions.
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 Youth: Young people may be more susceptible to 

coercion  due  to  their  lack  of  experience  and 

maturity.

 Race: Studies  have shown that  people  of  color 

are  more  likely  to  be  subjected  to  coercive 

interrogation tactics.

The use  of  coercive  interrogation tactics  is  a  serious 

problem  that  can  lead  to  wrongful  convictions.  It  is 

essential  that  law enforcement  officials  use  only  fair 

and ethical methods when interrogating suspects.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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