The Laws We Follow

Introduction

The law is a complex and ever-changing field, but it is
also essential for the functioning of any civilized
society. It provides a framework for resolving disputes,
protecting rights, and ensuring justice. In the United
States, the law is based on a system of precedent, which
means that judges look to past decisions to help them
make decisions in new cases. This system helps to

ensure that the law is applied consistently and fairly.

The study of law can be challenging, but it is also
rewarding. It can help you to develop critical thinking
skills, analytical skills, and problem-solving skills. It
can also help you to understand how the world works

and how to protect your rights.



This book is designed to provide a comprehensive
overview of the American legal system. It covers a wide
range of topics, from the foundations of the law to the
latest developments in international law. It is written
in a clear and concise style, and it is packed with real-
world examples to help you understand the law in

action.

Whether you are a student, a lawyer, or simply a
citizen who wants to learn more about the law, this
book is a valuable resource. It will help you to

understand the law and how it affects your life.

This book is divided into ten chapters, each of which

covers a different area of law. The chapters are:

e Foundations of the Law
e Criminal Law

e (Civil Law

e Constitutional Law

e Administrative Law



e Environmental Law

e Family Law

e Immigration Law

e Intellectual Property Law

e International Law

Each chapter is divided into several sections, each of
which covers a specific topic. The sections are written
in a clear and concise style, and they are packed with
real-world examples to help you understand the law in

action.

This book is an essential resource for anyone who
wants to learn more about the American legal system.
It is perfect for students, lawyers, and citizens who
want to understand the law and how it affects their

lives.



Book Description

The law is a complex and ever-changing field, but it is
also essential for the functioning of any civilized
society. It provides a framework for resolving disputes,
protecting rights, and ensuring justice. In the United
States, the law is based on a system of precedent, which
means that judges look to past decisions to help them
make decisions in new cases. This system helps to

ensure that the law is applied consistently and fairly.

The Laws We Follow is a comprehensive guide to the
American legal system. It covers a wide range of topics,
from the foundations of the law to the latest
developments in international law. It is written in a
clear and concise style, and it is packed with real-world

examples to help you understand the law in action.

Whether you are a student, a lawyer, or simply a

citizen who wants to learn more about the law, The



Laws We Follow is a valuable resource. It will help you

to understand the law and how it affects your life.

Here are some of the things you will learn from this

book:

e The different sources of law in the United States
e The structure of the American legal system
e Therole of judges and courts in the legal process

e The different types of crimes and the

punishments for those crimes

e The different types of civil lawsuits and the

remedies available to plaintiffs

e The rights and responsibilities of citizens under

the Constitution

e The role of administrative agencies in the

regulatory process
e The laws that protect the environment
e The laws that govern family relationships

e The laws that govern immigration



e The laws that protect intellectual property

e The laws that govern international relations

The Laws We Follow is an essential resource for
anyone who wants to learn more about the American
legal system. It is perfect for students, lawyers, and
citizens who want to understand the law and how it

affects their lives.



Chapter 1: Foundations of the Law

The Importance of Law in Society

There is a famous quote by Thomas Jefferson that says,
"The price of freedom is eternal vigilance." This quote
is often used to talk about the importance of citizens
being active and engaged in their government.
However, it can also be used to talk about the

importance of law in society.

The law is a set of rules that govern how people
interact with each other. These rules are created by
governments, and they are enforced by the courts. The
law is important because it helps to create a stable and
orderly society. It provides a framework for resolving

disputes, protecting rights, and ensuring justice.

Without law, society would be a chaotic place. People
would be free to do whatever they wanted, and there

would be no way to resolve disputes peacefully. The



strong would prey on the weak, and there would be no

justice.

The law helps to create a level playing field for
everyone. It ensures that everyone has the same rights
and opportunities, and that no one is above the law.
The law also helps to protect people from being
harmed by others. It sets limits on what people can and
cannot do, and it provides a way to punish those who

break the law.

The law is not perfect, and it is always changing.
However, it is an essential part of any civilized society.
It helps to create a stable and orderly society, and it

protects people from being harmed by others.
The Purposes of Law

The law serves a number of important purposes in

society. These purposes include:

e Maintaining order: The law helps to maintain

order by setting limits on what people can and



cannot do. It also provides a way to resolve
disputes peacefully.

Protecting rights: The law protects the rights of
individuals, such as the right to life, liberty, and
property. It also protects the rights of groups,
such as the right to freedom of speech and
religion.

Ensuring justice: The law ensures justice by
providing a way to punish those who break the
law. It also provides a way for victims of crimes
to seek compensation for their injuries.
Promoting the common good: The law
promotes the common good by encouraging
people to behave in a way that benefits society as
a whole. For example, the law encourages people
to pay taxes, which are used to fund public

services such as schools, roads, and hospitals.



The law is an essential part of any civilized society. It
helps to create a stable and orderly society, and it

protects people from being harmed by others.
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Chapter 1: Foundations of the Law

Sources of Law

The law is a system of rules that governs society. It is

created and enforced by the government, and it is used

to protect the rights of citizens and to ensure that

everyone is treated fairly. There are many different

sources of law, including:

Statutes: Laws that are created by the
legislature, which is the lawmaking branch of the
government.

Regulations: Laws that are created by
administrative agencies, which are government
agencies that are responsible for enforcing
specific laws.

Case law: Laws that are created by judges when
they make decisions in cases.

Treaties: Laws that are created by agreements

between two or more countries.
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e Customs: Laws that are based on long-standing

traditions and practices.

The most important source of law in the United States
is the Constitution. The Constitution is the supreme law
of the land, and it sets out the basic principles of the
American government. The Constitution also creates
the three branches of government: the legislative

branch, the executive branch, and the judicial branch.

The legislative branch is responsible for making laws.
The legislative branch is made up of the Senate and the
House of Representatives. The Senate has 100
members, two from each state. The House of
Representatives has 435 members, who are

apportioned among the states based on population.

The executive branch is responsible for enforcing the
laws. The executive branch is headed by the President
of the United States. The President is also the

commander-in-chief of the armed forces.
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The judicial branch is responsible for interpreting the
laws. The judicial branch is made up of the Supreme
Court and the lower federal courts. The Supreme Court
is the highest court in the land. It has nine justices, who
are appointed by the President and confirmed by the

Senate.

The American legal system is based on the principle of
stare decisis, which means "to stand by the decision.”
This means that judges are required to follow the
decisions of higher courts in similar cases. This helps to

ensure that the law is applied consistently and fairly.

The law is a complex and ever-changing field, but it is
also essential for the functioning of any civilized
society. It provides a framework for resolving disputes,

protecting rights, and ensuring justice.
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Chapter 1: Foundations of the Law

The Structure of the American Legal System

The American legal system is based on a system of
checks and balances, which means that no one branch
of government has all the power. The three branches of
government are the legislative branch, the executive

branch, and the judicial branch.

The legislative branch is responsible for making laws.
It is made up of the Senate and the House of
Representatives. The Senate has 100 members, two
from each state. The House of Representatives has 435
members, who are apportioned among the states based

on population.

The executive branch is responsible for enforcing the
laws. It is headed by the President of the United States.
The President is also the commander-in-chief of the

armed forces.
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The judicial branch is responsible for interpreting the
laws. It is made up of the Supreme Court of the United
States and the lower federal courts. The Supreme Court
is the highest court in the land. It has the power to

overturn laws that it finds to be unconstitutional.

In addition to the federal government, there are also
state and local governments. Each state has its own
constitution, legislature, executive branch, and judicial
branch. Local governments are responsible for
providing services to their residents, such as police

protection, fire protection, and garbage collection.

The American legal system is a complex and ever-
changing one. However, it is also a system that is based
on the principles of justice and fairness. It is a system

that is designed to protect the rights of all citizens.
The Role of the Courts

The courts play a vital role in the American legal

system. They are responsible for interpreting the laws
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and applying them to specific cases. Courts also have
the power to overturn laws that they find to be

unconstitutional.

There are two main types of courts in the United States:
federal courts and state courts. Federal courts are
responsible for hearing cases that involve federal laws.
State courts are responsible for hearing cases that

involve state laws.

The Supreme Court of the United States is the highest
court in the land. It has the power to overturn laws that
it finds to be unconstitutional. The Supreme Court also
has the power to interpret laws and to set precedents

that lower courts must follow.
The Role of Lawyers

Lawyers play an important role in the American legal
system. They represent clients in court and help them
to understand their rights. Lawyers also help to draft

laws and to negotiate contracts.
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There are many different types of lawyers, each of
whom specializes in a different area of law. Some of
the most common types of lawyers include criminal
lawyers, civil lawyers, family lawyers, and corporate

lawyers.
The Importance of the Rule of Law

The rule of law is one of the most important principles
of the American legal system. It means that everyone is
subject to the law, including the government. The rule
of law also means that the laws are applied consistently

and fairly.

The rule of law is essential for a just and orderly
society. It protects the rights of all citizens and ensures

that everyone is treated equally under the law.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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