
The Only Imperfect Soldier

Introduction

Samuel  Francis  Du  Pont,  a  name  once  synonymous 

with  brilliance  and  innovation  in  the  United  States 

Navy,  has  been relegated to  the footnotes  of  history, 

remembered more for his failures than his triumphs. 

In this comprehensive biography, we aim to shed new 

light on Du Pont's life and career, exploring the factors 

that contributed to his successes and the circumstances 

that led to his downfall.

Du  Pont's  early  life  was  marked  by  privilege  and 

opportunity.  Born into  a  prominent  Delaware family 

with  a  long  history  of  naval  service,  he  received  an 

excellent  education and was appointed to the United 

States  Naval  Academy at  the  age  of  fifteen.  Du Pont 

quickly distinguished himself as a gifted student and a 
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natural  leader,  rising  through  the  ranks  at  an 

exceptional pace.

The outbreak of  the Civil  War in 1861 presented Du 

Pont  with  both  challenges  and  opportunities.  As  a 

staunch  Unionist,  he  eagerly  embraced  the  cause  of 

preserving  the  nation,  and  his  skills  and  experience 

made him an ideal  candidate for high command. Du 

Pont  was  appointed  to  lead  the  South  Atlantic 

Blockading Squadron, tasked with enforcing the Union 

blockade of Confederate ports.

Du Pont's early successes in the war were impressive. 

He  masterminded  the  capture  of  Port  Royal,  South 

Carolina, a strategic port that served as a vital supply 

hub for the Confederacy. This victory was followed by 

the  capture  of  Fort  Pulaski,  Georgia,  another  key 

Confederate  stronghold.  Du  Pont's  leadership  and 

innovative use of naval power earned him widespread 

praise and recognition.
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However, Du Pont's fortunes took a dramatic turn in 

1863.  In  a  daring  attempt  to  capture  the  heavily 

fortified city of Charleston, South Carolina, Du Pont led 

a  fleet  of  ironclad  warships  against  the  Confederate 

defenses.  The  battle  that  ensued was  a  disaster.  The 

Confederate ironclads proved to be far more powerful 

than  Du  Pont  had  anticipated,  and  his  ships  were 

forced to retreat after suffering heavy casualties.

The Battle of Charleston Harbor marked the beginning 

of  Du Pont's  downfall.  He  was  relieved of  command 

and subjected to a relentless campaign of criticism in 

the press  and from within the Navy itself.  Du Pont's 

reputation  was  irreparably  damaged,  and  he  never 

again held a position of significant responsibility.

Despite  his  setbacks,  Du Pont  continued to  serve  his 

country with distinction. He retired from the Navy in 

1866 and devoted his remaining years to writing and 

lecturing on naval history. Du Pont died in 1869 at the 
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age of sixty-one, leaving behind a complex legacy that 

is still debated by historians today.
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Book Description

The  Only  Imperfect  Soldier is  a  comprehensive 

biography that sheds new light on the life and career of 

Samuel  Francis  Du  Pont,  a  brilliant  and  innovative 

naval officer whose legacy is marred by both triumph 

and tragedy.

Born  into  a  prominent  Delaware  family  with  a  long 

history of naval service, Du Pont received an excellent 

education  and  was  appointed  to  the  United  States 

Naval  Academy  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  He  quickly 

distinguished himself as a gifted student and a natural 

leader, rising through the ranks at an exceptional pace.

The outbreak of  the Civil  War in 1861 presented Du 

Pont  with  both  challenges  and  opportunities.  As  a 

staunch  Unionist,  he  eagerly  embraced  the  cause  of 

preserving  the  nation,  and  his  skills  and  experience 

made him an ideal  candidate for high command. Du 

Pont  was  appointed  to  lead  the  South  Atlantic 
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Blockading Squadron, tasked with enforcing the Union 

blockade of Confederate ports.

Du Pont's early successes in the war were impressive. 

He  masterminded  the  capture  of  Port  Royal,  South 

Carolina, a strategic port that served as a vital supply 

hub for the Confederacy. This victory was followed by 

the  capture  of  Fort  Pulaski,  Georgia,  another  key 

Confederate  stronghold.  Du  Pont's  leadership  and 

innovative use of naval power earned him widespread 

praise and recognition.

However, Du Pont's fortunes took a dramatic turn in 

1863.  In  a  daring  attempt  to  capture  the  heavily 

fortified city of Charleston, South Carolina, Du Pont led 

a  fleet  of  ironclad  warships  against  the  Confederate 

defenses.  The  battle  that  ensued was  a  disaster.  The 

Confederate ironclads proved to be far more powerful 

than  Du  Pont  had  anticipated,  and  his  ships  were 

forced to retreat after suffering heavy casualties.
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The Battle of Charleston Harbor marked the beginning 

of  Du Pont's  downfall.  He  was  relieved of  command 

and subjected to a relentless campaign of criticism in 

the press  and from within the Navy itself.  Du Pont's 

reputation  was  irreparably  damaged,  and  he  never 

again held a position of significant responsibility.

Despite  his  setbacks,  Du Pont  continued to  serve  his 

country with distinction. He retired from the Navy in 

1866 and devoted his remaining years to writing and 

lecturing on naval history. Du Pont died in 1869 at the 

age of sixty-one, leaving behind a complex legacy that 

is still debated by historians today.

The  Only  Imperfect  Soldier is  a  fascinating  and 

insightful  exploration  of  Du  Pont's  life  and  career. 

Drawing  on  a  wide  range  of  sources,  including  Du 

Pont's  own  writings,  the  author  provides  a  nuanced 

and  balanced  account  of  this  enigmatic  figure.  The 

book is essential reading for anyone interested in the 

history of the Civil War, the United States Navy, or the 
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complex  interplay  between  military  strategy  and 

political power. 
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Chapter 1: The Early Years

1. Ancestry and Family

Samuel  Francis  Du Pont  was  born on September  20, 

1803,  in  Bergen  Point,  New  Jersey.  He  came  from  a 

prominent and influential family with a long history of 

naval service. His father, Victor Du Pont, was a French 

immigrant who had served as a naval  officer during 

the  American  Revolutionary  War.  His  mother, 

Eleuthera  Dale,  was  the  daughter  of  Commodore 

Richard Dale, another distinguished naval officer.

Du Pont's family had deep roots in the United States. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  Pierre  Samuel  Du  Pont  de 

Nemours, was a French economist and politician who 

had immigrated  to  America  in  1799.  He  served as  a 

close  advisor  to  Thomas  Jefferson  and  helped  to 

establish  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Du  Pont's 

maternal grandfather, Commodore Richard Dale,  was 
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one of the original six captains appointed to the United 

States Navy by President George Washington.

Du  Pont's  family  instilled  in  him  a  strong  sense  of 

patriotism and a deep commitment to the United States 

Navy.  He  was  raised  in  a  household  where  naval 

history and traditions were held in high esteem. From 

an  early  age,  Du  Pont  dreamed  of  following  in  the 

footsteps  of  his  illustrious  ancestors  and  serving  his 

country with distinction.

As  a  young  boy,  Du  Pont  attended  the  prestigious 

Round Hill School in Northampton, Massachusetts. He 

excelled  in  his  studies  and  demonstrated  a  keen 

interest in mathematics and science. He also developed 

a passion for literature and history, which would later 

inform his writings on naval strategy and tactics.

After  graduating  from  Round  Hill  School,  Du  Pont 

entered the United States Naval Academy in 1815. He 

was only fifteen years old at the time, but he quickly 

distinguished himself as a gifted student and a natural 
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leader. He graduated near the top of his class in 1820 

and was commissioned as a midshipman in the United 

States Navy.
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Chapter 1: The Early Years

2. Childhood and Education

Samuel  Francis  Du Pont  was  born on September  27, 

1803, in Bergen Point, New Jersey. He was the son of 

Victor  Marie  Du Pont,  a  French immigrant  who had 

fled to America during the French Revolution, and his 

wife,  Sophie  Madeleine  (Dalmas)  Du  Pont.  Du  Pont's 

father was a  successful  businessman,  and the family 

lived in a comfortable home in Bergen Point.

Du  Pont  was  a  bright  and  inquisitive  child,  and  he 

received  a  good  education.  He  attended  the  local 

grammar school and then studied at the College of New 

Jersey (now Princeton University). Du Pont excelled in 

his studies, and he graduated from Princeton in 1820 at 

the age of seventeen.

After  graduating from Princeton,  Du Pont  decided to 

pursue a career in the United States Navy. He applied 

to  the  United  States  Naval  Academy,  and  he  was 
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accepted in 1821. Du Pont was a diligent student at the 

Naval Academy, and he graduated in 1824 at the top of 

his class.

Du Pont's early naval career was marked by a series of 

successful  assignments.  He  served  on  a  number  of 

different ships, and he quickly rose through the ranks. 

Du Pont was promoted to lieutenant in 1835,  and he 

was promoted to commander in 1841.

In  1845,  Du  Pont  was  given  command  of  the  USS 

Constitution,  one  of  the  most  famous  ships  in  the 

United States Navy. Du Pont sailed the Constitution on a 

number  of  cruises,  and  he  helped  to  establish  the 

United States Navy's presence in the Pacific Ocean.
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Chapter 1: The Early Years

3. Appointment to the Navy

Samuel  Francis  Du Pont's  appointment  to  the United 

States  Navy  was  a  significant  event  in  his  life  and 

marked  the  beginning  of  a  distinguished  career.  His 

family had a long history of naval service, and Du Pont 

was eager to follow in their footsteps. He was born in 

Bergen Point,  New Jersey,  on September 27,  1803,  to 

Samuel Du Pont and Sarah Reeve.

Du Pont's father was a naval officer who had served in 

the War of 1812. He died when Du Pont was just six 

years old, but his mother ensured that he received a 

good  education.  Du  Pont  attended  the  United  States 

Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, and graduated 

in 1826. He was assigned to the USS Constitution, which 

was then serving in the Mediterranean Sea.

Du Pont's early naval career was uneventful. He spent 

most of his time on routine patrols and did not see any 
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combat.  However,  he quickly proved to be a capable 

and intelligent officer. He was promoted to lieutenant 

in 1835 and to commander in 1841.

In 1845, Du Pont was assigned to the USS Cyane, which 

was  part  of  the  Pacific  Squadron.  He  spent  the  next 

three years cruising the Pacific Ocean, visiting ports in 

China,  Japan,  and  the  Philippines.  Du  Pont's 

experiences  in  the  Pacific  gave  him  a  valuable 

understanding  of  the  region  and  its  strategic 

importance.

In 1848, Du Pont was promoted to captain and given 

command  of  the  USS  Congress.  He  served  in  the 

Mediterranean Sea for the next two years, protecting 

American interests during the Crimean War. Du Pont's 

performance  during  this  assignment  earned  him the 

respect  of  his  superiors  and  helped  to  further  his 

career.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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