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Introduction

Ancient  Aztec Traditions provides  a  comprehensive 

overview  of  the  Aztec  civilization,  one  of  the  most 

fascinating  and  advanced  civilizations  in  the  pre-

Columbian Americas. From their humble beginnings as 

a nomadic tribe to their rise as the dominant power in 

Mesoamerica,  the  Aztecs  left  an  indelible  mark  on 

history.

This book explores all aspects of Aztec life, from their 

religion and culture to their economy and warfare. We 

will  learn  about  the  Aztec  pantheon  of  gods  and 

goddesses,  their  elaborate  religious  rituals,  and their 

world-renowned calendar. We will also explore Aztec 

art, architecture, literature, and music, and learn about 

their advanced system of education and medicine.
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No discussion of the Aztecs would be complete without 

examining  their  economy  and  warfare.  The  Aztecs 

were skilled farmers and traders, and their vast empire 

was  supported  by  a  complex  system  of  tribute  and 

taxation.  They  were  also  fierce  warriors,  and  their 

military  prowess  enabled  them  to  conquer  a  vast 

territory.

The Aztec Empire reached its  peak in the early 16th 

century under the reign of Moctezuma II. Tenochtitlan, 

the  Aztec  capital,  was  one  of  the  largest  and  most 

impressive  cities  in  the  world.  However,  the  Aztec 

Empire was short-lived. In 1519, Spanish conquistadors 

arrived in Mexico, and within a few short years, they 

had conquered the Aztec Empire.

The Spanish conquest had a devastating impact on the 

Aztec civilization. The Aztec population was decimated 

by  disease  and  warfare,  and  their  culture  was 

suppressed. However, the legacy of the Aztecs lives on 

in modern Mexico. Aztec symbols and iconography are 
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still used today, and the Aztec language, Nahuatl, is still 

spoken by millions of people.

Pasquale  De  Marco is  an  experienced  author  and 

historian with a passion for the Aztec civilization. He 

has written extensively about the Aztecs, and his work 

has been praised by scholars and general readers alike. 

In  this  book,  he  draws  on  his  years  of  research  to 

provide a comprehensive and engaging overview of the 

Aztec civilization.

Whether  you  are  a  student  of  history,  a  traveler 

interested  in  Mexico,  or  simply  someone  who  is 

fascinated  by  the  ancient  world,  Ancient  Aztec 

Traditions is the perfect book for you. 
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Book Description

Ancient Aztec Traditions is the definitive guide to the 

Aztec  civilization,  one  of  the  most  fascinating  and 

advanced civilizations in the pre-Columbian Americas. 

From their humble beginnings as a nomadic tribe to 

their rise as the dominant power in Mesoamerica, the 

Aztecs left an indelible mark on history.

This book explores all aspects of Aztec life, from their 

religion  and  culture  to  their  economy  and  warfare. 

Readers will  learn about the Aztec pantheon of  gods 

and  goddesses,  their  elaborate  religious  rituals,  and 

their world-renowned calendar. They will also explore 

Aztec art, architecture, literature, and music, and learn 

about  their  advanced  system  of  education  and 

medicine.

No discussion of the Aztecs would be complete without 

examining  their  economy  and  warfare.  The  Aztecs 

were skilled farmers and traders, and their vast empire 
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was  supported  by  a  complex  system  of  tribute  and 

taxation.  They  were  also  fierce  warriors,  and  their 

military  prowess  enabled  them  to  conquer  a  vast 

territory.

The Aztec Empire reached its  peak in the early 16th 

century under the reign of Moctezuma II. Tenochtitlan, 

the  Aztec  capital,  was  one  of  the  largest  and  most 

impressive  cities  in  the  world.  However,  the  Aztec 

Empire was short-lived. In 1519, Spanish conquistadors 

arrived in Mexico, and within a few short years, they 

had conquered the Aztec Empire.

The Spanish conquest had a devastating impact on the 

Aztec civilization. The Aztec population was decimated 

by  disease  and  warfare,  and  their  culture  was 

suppressed. However, the legacy of the Aztecs lives on 

in modern Mexico. Aztec symbols and iconography are 

still used today, and the Aztec language, Nahuatl, is still 

spoken by millions of people.
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Pasquale  De  Marco is  an  experienced  author  and 

historian with a passion for the Aztec civilization. He 

has written extensively about the Aztecs, and his work 

has been praised by scholars and general readers alike. 

In  this  book,  he  draws  on  his  years  of  research  to 

provide a comprehensive and engaging overview of the 

Aztec civilization.

Whether  you  are  a  student  of  history,  a  traveler 

interested  in  Mexico,  or  simply  someone  who  is 

fascinated  by  the  ancient  world,  Ancient  Aztec 

Traditions is the perfect book for you. 

6



Chapter 1: The Rise of the Aztec Empire

Origins of the Aztec civilization

The  Aztecs  were  a  Nahuatl-speaking  people  who 

migrated  to  the  Valley  of  Mexico  from  Aztlan,  their 

legendary homeland in the north. The exact location of 

Aztlan  is  unknown,  but  it  is  thought  to  have  been 

somewhere  in  present-day  northern  Mexico  or  the 

southwestern United States.

The Aztecs arrived in the Valley of Mexico around 1250 

CE.  At  that  time,  the  Valley  was  already  home  to  a 

number of  other Nahuatl-speaking peoples,  including 

the Tepanecs, the Acolhuas, and the Chalcas. The Aztecs 

were  initially  a  small  and  weak  group,  but  they 

gradually began to gain power and influence.

One of the key factors in the Aztecs' rise to power was 

their  military  prowess.  The  Aztecs  were  skilled 

warriors, and they were able to defeat their enemies in 

battle. They also formed alliances with other Nahuatl-
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speaking peoples, which helped them to increase their 

territory and power.

By the early 14th century, the Aztecs had become the 

dominant  power  in  the  Valley  of  Mexico.  They 

established  their  capital  at  Tenochtitlan,  which  was 

located on an island in  the  middle  of  Lake Texcoco. 

Tenochtitlan  quickly  grew  into  a  major  city,  and  it 

became the center of the Aztec Empire.

The Aztec Empire reached its  peak in the early 16th 

century under the reign of Moctezuma II. At its height, 

the Aztec Empire included most of central Mexico, and 

it  had  a  population  of  over  20  million  people.  The 

Aztecs  were  a  powerful  and  prosperous  civilization, 

and  their  empire  was  one  of  the  largest  and  most 

advanced in the Americas.

The founding of Tenochtitlan

The founding of Tenochtitlan is a central event in Aztec 

history.  According  to  legend,  the  Aztecs  were  led  to 
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Tenochtitlan  by  their  god  Huitzilopochtli. 

Huitzilopochtli told the Aztecs to build their city on an 

island in the middle of Lake Texcoco, and he promised 

that they would become a great and powerful people.

The Aztecs arrived in the Valley of Mexico in 1250 CE, 

and they began to build their city on an island in Lake 

Texcoco.  The  city  was  originally  called  Tenochtitlan, 

which  means  "place  of  the  prickly  pear  cactus."  The 

Aztecs built their city on a grid plan, and they divided it 

into four districts. Each district was named after one of 

the four cardinal directions.

Tenochtitlan quickly grew into a major city. The Aztecs 

were skilled builders, and they constructed a number 

of impressive buildings, including temples, palaces, and 

schools. Tenochtitlan was also a major center of trade 

and commerce. The Aztecs traded with other Nahuatl-

speaking  peoples,  as  well  as  with  people  from other 

parts of Mesoamerica.
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By the early 14th century, Tenochtitlan had become the 

dominant  power in the Valley of  Mexico.  The Aztecs 

established  their  capital  at  Tenochtitlan,  and  they 

began to expand their empire. Tenochtitlan became the 

center of the Aztec Empire, and it remained the capital 

of the empire until the Spanish conquest in 1521.

Aztec expansion and conquest

The Aztecs were a powerful and expansionist empire. 

They conquered a vast territory that included most of 

central Mexico. The Aztecs used a variety of methods to 

conquer  new  territory.  They  sometimes  used 

diplomacy  to  form  alliances  with  other  Nahuatl-

speaking  peoples.  They  also  used  military  force  to 

conquer their enemies.

The Aztecs were skilled warriors, and they were able to 

defeat their enemies in battle. They also used a variety 

of tactics to conquer new territory. For example, they 

sometimes used siege warfare to starve their enemies 
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into submission. They also used psychological warfare 

to intimidate their enemies.

The Aztec Empire reached its  peak in the early 16th 

century under the reign of Moctezuma II. At its height, 

the Aztec Empire included most of central Mexico, and 

it  had  a  population  of  over  20  million  people.  The 

Aztecs  were  a  powerful  and  prosperous  civilization, 

and  their  empire  was  one  of  the  largest  and  most 

advanced in the Americas.

The Aztec political system

The Aztec Empire was a centralized state. The emperor 

was  the  supreme  ruler  of  the  empire,  and  he  had 

absolute power. The emperor was assisted by a council 

of nobles, who advised him on matters of state.

The  Aztec  Empire  was  divided  into  provinces.  Each 

province was ruled by a governor who was appointed 

by the emperor.  The governors  were responsible  for 
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collecting taxes, maintaining order, and administering 

justice.

The Aztec Empire was a  well-organized and efficient 

state.  The  Aztecs  had  a  system  of  laws  that  were 

enforced by a professional police force. The Aztecs also 

had a system of schools that provided education for the 

children of the elite.

The  Aztec  Empire  was  a  powerful  and  prosperous 

civilization. The Aztecs were a skilled people who made 

significant  contributions  to  the  arts,  sciences,  and 

architecture. The Aztec Empire was one of the largest 

and most advanced civilizations in the Americas.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of the Aztec Empire

The founding of Tenochtitlan

The  founding  of  Tenochtitlan,  the  Aztec  capital,  is  a 

story shrouded in myth and legend. According to Aztec 

tradition, the god Huitzilopochtli instructed the Aztecs 

to build their city on the site where they saw an eagle 

perched on a cactus, devouring a serpent.

In 1325, the Aztecs arrived in the Valley of Mexico and 

began  searching  for  the  eagle  and  the  cactus.  They 

finally found it on a small island in Lake Texcoco. The 

Aztecs settled on the island and began building their 

city.

Tenochtitlan  was  built  on  a  grid  plan,  with  canals 

running through the city. The city was divided into four 

districts,  each  with  its  own  temple  and  market.  The 

center of  the city was the Templo Mayor,  the largest 

pyramid in Mesoamerica.
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Tenochtitlan quickly became a major center of  trade 

and commerce.  The Aztecs  were skilled farmers  and 

traders, and their city became a hub for goods from all 

over Mesoamerica. Tenochtitlan also became a center 

of learning and culture. The Aztecs developed a system 

of writing, and they were skilled in mathematics and 

astronomy.

By the 15th century, Tenochtitlan was one of the largest 

and most impressive cities in the world. It was home to 

over  200,000  people  and  was  the  capital  of  a  vast 

empire that stretched from the Gulf of Mexico to the 

Pacific Ocean.

The  founding  of  Tenochtitlan  is  a  testament  to  the 

ingenuity  and perseverance of  the  Aztec  people.  The 

city was built on a small island in a lake, and the Aztecs 

had to overcome many challenges to build their city. 

However,  they  persevered,  and  Tenochtitlan  became 

one of the most important cities in the pre-Columbian 

Americas.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of the Aztec Empire

Aztec expansion and conquest

The  Aztec  Empire  was  one  of  the  largest  and  most 

powerful  empires  in  pre-Columbian  America.  At  its 

peak, the empire stretched from the Pacific Ocean to 

the Gulf of Mexico, and from the northern border of 

present-day  Mexico  to  the  southern  border  of 

Guatemala.  The  Aztecs  were  able  to  conquer  such  a 

vast territory in a relatively short period of time due to 

their superior military organization and tactics.

The Aztec  army was  divided into  two main types  of 

units: the  calpulli and the  tecuhtli. The calpulli were 

local militias made up of able-bodied men from each 

Aztec  city-state.  The  tecubtli  were  professional 

warriors who served as the empire's standing army.

The Aztec army was also well-equipped with a variety 

of  weapons,  including  bows  and  arrows,  spears, 

obsidian-tipped swords, and cotton armor. The Aztecs 
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also  used  a  number  of  siege  weapons,  including 

catapults and battering rams.

The  Aztec  military  was  also  highly  disciplined  and 

organized.  The  Aztecs  used  a  system  of  ranks  and 

insignia  to  identify  different  units  and  their 

commanders. The army was also divided into smaller 

units, each with its own commander. This allowed the 

Aztecs  to  coordinate  their  movements  and tactics  on 

the battlefield.

The Aztec army was also very mobile. The Aztecs used 

a system of roads and canals to move their troops and 

supplies quickly and efficiently. The Aztecs also used a 

system  of  messengers  to  communicate  with  their 

commanders in the field.

The Aztec military was one of the most powerful and 

effective  in  the  pre-Columbian  Americas.  The  Aztecs 

were  able  to  use  their  military  to  conquer  a  vast 

territory  and  establish  one  of  the  largest  and  most 

powerful empires in the world.
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Here  are  some specific  examples  of  Aztec  expansion 

and conquest:

 In  1428,  the  Aztecs  conquered  the  city-state  of 

Coyoacan.

 In  1430,  the  Aztecs  conquered  the  city-state  of 

Azcapotzalco.

 In  1431,  the  Aztecs  conquered  the  city-state  of 

Tlacopan.

 In  1440,  the  Aztecs  conquered  the  city-state  of 

Chalco.

 In  1458,  the  Aztecs  conquered  the  city-state  of 

Tenochtitlan.

By 1519, the Aztec Empire had reached its peak. The 

empire  controlled most  of  central  Mexico and had a 

population of over 20 million people.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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