A Tale of Futures Yet Unwritten

Introduction

The human race has always been fascinated by the
future. We gaze up at the stars and wonder what lies
beyond our solar system. We peer into the depths of
the ocean and imagine what creatures might lurk in its
unexplored abyss. We ponder the mysteries of our own

minds and wonder what consciousness truly is.

But our fascination with the future is not limited to
mere curiosity. We also have a deep-seated desire to
control it. We want to know what will happen so that

we can prepare for it, avoid it, or shape it to our liking.

This desire for control has led us to develop a variety of
tools and techniques for predicting the future. We
consult oracles, psychics, and astrologers. We study

history, economics, and psychology. We build complex



computer models that attempt to simulate the behavior

of the world around us.

But no matter how sophisticated our tools and
techniques become, we can never truly control the
future. The future is inherently uncertain. It is a vast
and unknowable realm that is constantly changing and

evolving.

This uncertainty can be frightening. It can make us feel
anxious, helpless, and out of control. But it can also be
liberating. It can free us from the illusion that we can
control everything and allow us to embrace the beauty

and mystery of the unknown.

In this book, we will explore the complex relationship
between humans and the future. We will examine the
ways in which we try to predict and control the future,
and we will discuss the dangers and limitations of these
attempts. We will also explore the importance of
accepting uncertainty and living in the present

moment.
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We will also consider the role of technology in shaping
the future. As our technological capabilities continue to
advance, we are gaining unprecedented power to
influence the world around us. This power can be used
for good or for ill, and it is up to us to decide how we

will use it.

Ultimately, the future is what we make it. It is a
tapestry woven from the threads of our choices, both
individual and collective. By understanding the nature
of the future and our relationship to it, we can make
better choices and create a better world for ourselves

and for generations to come.



Book Description

In a world obsessed with predicting and controlling the
future, one author dares to ask: What if we embraced

uncertainty instead?

In this thought-provoking and timely book, Pasquale De
Marco argues that our attempts to control the future
are not only futile, but also dangerous. He shows how
our obsession with futurecasting has led to a loss of

control over our own lives and destinies.

Drawing on a wide range of sources, from history and
philosophy to psychology and economics, Pasquale De
Marco reveals the hidden costs of our future-oriented
society. He shows how our fear of the unknown has led
us to become more anxious, more risk-averse, and less
creative. He also argues that our attempts to control the
future have had a devastating impact on the

environment and on our relationships with each other.



But Pasquale De Marco does not simply criticize our
obsession with the future. He also offers a path
forward. He shows how we can learn to live in the
present moment, embrace uncertainty, and create a

better future for ourselves and for generations to come.

This book is a must-read for anyone who is interested
in the future of humanity. It is a call to action for all of
us to rethink our relationship to time and to embrace

the beauty and mystery of the unknown.
In this book, you will learn:

e  Why our attempts to control the future are futile

e The dangers of our obsession with futurecasting

e How to live in the present moment and embrace
uncertainty

e How to create a better future for yourself and for

generations to come

If you are ready to let go of the illusion of control and

embrace the unknown, then this book is for you.



Chapter 1: The Illusion of Control

The allure of predicting the future

We humans are a curious species. We are constantly
trying to understand the world around us and to
predict what will happen next. This desire to know the
future is driven by a number of factors, including our
fear of the unknown, our desire for control, and our

hope for a better tomorrow.

The fear of the unknown is a powerful motivator. We
are afraid of what we cannot see or predict, and we
often try to reduce our anxiety by trying to predict the
future. By knowing what is going to happen, we feel

like we have more control over our lives.

The desire for control is another reason why we are so
drawn to predictions. We want to be able to control our
own lives and the lives of those around us. We want to
be able to make choices that will lead to the best

possible outcomes. By predicting the future, we feel
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like we can gain some measure of control over our

lives.

Finally, we hope for a better tomorrow. We want to
believe that the future will be better than the present,
and we often look to predictions to confirm our hopes.
By imagining a better future, we can motivate

ourselves to work towards it.

The allure of predicting the future is strong, and it is
easy to see why so many people are drawn to it.
However, it is important to remember that the future is
inherently uncertain. No matter how sophisticated our
tools and techniques become, we can never truly know

what will happen next.

This uncertainty can be frightening, but it can also be
liberating. It can free us from the illusion that we can
control everything and allow us to embrace the beauty

and mystery of the unknown.



Chapter 1: The Illusion of Control

The limits of human foresight

The future is a vast and unknowable realm. It is a
tapestry woven from the threads of countless
interconnected factors, many of which are beyond our
comprehension. This makes it impossible for us to

predict the future with perfect accuracy.

Our ability to predict the future is further limited by
our own cognitive biases. We tend to overweight recent
events and ignore historical data that contradicts our
expectations. We are also more likely to remember
things that confirm our existing beliefs and forget
things that challenge them. These biases can lead us to
make poor decisions and to overestimate our ability to

control the future.

Even if we had perfect knowledge of the present and
the past, we would still be unable to predict the future

with certainty. This is because the future is constantly
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changing. New technologies are being developed, new
political and economic forces are emerging, and new
social and cultural trends are taking shape. These
changes can have a profound impact on the future, and

they are impossible to predict with accuracy.

The limits of human foresight are a humbling reminder
that we do not control the future. We can make plans
and take actions to shape the future, but we cannot
control it. This can be a frightening realization, but it
can also be liberating. It can free us from the illusion
that we can control everything and allow us to

embrace the beauty and mystery of the unknown.

In this chapter, we will explore the limits of human
foresight and the dangers of trying to control the
future. We will also discuss the importance of
accepting uncertainty and living in the present

moment.

The Dangers of Trying to Control the Future



Our desire to control the future can lead us to do some
very foolish things. We may make decisions based on
fear and anxiety rather than on reason and logic. We
may try to manipulate and control others in order to
get what we want. We may even resort to violence and
aggression in an attempt to shape the future to our

liking.

Trying to control the future is not only futile, it is also
dangerous. It can lead to conflict, oppression, and even
war. It can also lead to a sense of disillusionment and
despair when things do not turn out the way we want

them to.
The Ilusion of Control

The desire to control the future is often based on the
illusion that we can control everything. We think that if
we can just plan and prepare enough, we can avoid all
risks and ensure that everything turns out the way we

want it to.
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But this is an illusion. The future is inherently
uncertain. There are always things that we cannot
predict or control. No matter how much we plan and

prepare, there will always be surprises.

The sooner we accept the limits of our control, the
better off we will be. We can then stop trying to control
everything and start living in the present moment. We
can focus on the things that we can control, such as our
own thoughts, feelings, and actions. And we can learn

to embrace the uncertainty of the future.
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Chapter 1: The Illusion of Control

The dangers of hubris

The ancient Greeks had a word for it: hubris. It is a
character flaw that leads to arrogance, overconfidence,
and a disregard for the consequences of one's actions.
Hubris is often seen as a tragic flaw, and for good

reason. It can lead to downfall and ruin.

In the realm of predicting and controlling the future,
hubris is a particularly dangerous vice. When we are
overly confident in our ability to predict the future, we
are more likely to make mistakes. We may take risks
that we would not otherwise take, or we may fail to

prepare for events that we did not see coming.

The history of human civilization is littered with
examples of the dangers of hubris. In the early 20th
century, many people believed that science and
technology had conquered all of nature's challenges.

They were confident that the future would be one of
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progress and prosperity. But then came the Great
Depression and the two World Wars, which shattered

this illusion.

More recently, we have seen the rise of futurology, a
field that attempts to predict the future based on
current trends and data. Futurists often make bold
predictions about the future of technology, society, and
the environment. But these predictions are often based
on incomplete information and faulty assumptions. As

a result, they are often wrong.

The dangers of hubris are not limited to individuals.
Organizations and governments can also fall prey to
this vice. When leaders are overly confident in their
ability to control the future, they may make decisions

that have disastrous consequences.

For example, in the lead-up to the Iraq War, the Bush
administration was convinced that they could quickly
and easily overthrow Saddam Hussein and establish a

democratic government in Iraq. They were so confident
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in their own intelligence that they ignored warnings
from experts who said that the war would be costly
and destabilizing. The result was a long and bloody
conflict that cost the lives of thousands of American

soldiers and Iraqi civilians.

The dangers of hubris are real and ever-present. We
must be humble in our attempts to predict and control
the future. We must recognize that the future is
inherently uncertain and that we can never truly

control it.

Instead of trying to control the future, we should focus
on living in the present moment and making the best
choices we can with the information we have. We
should also be prepared for the unexpected and have

contingency plans in place for when things go wrong.

By avoiding hubris and embracing uncertainty, we can
create a better future for ourselves and for generations

to come.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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