
The Warriors of the Great Plains

Introduction

The Battle of Little Bighorn was a momentous event in 

the history of the American West. Fought on June 25, 

1876,  it  pitted  General  George  Custer's  7th  Cavalry 

against  a  coalition  of  Native  American  tribes  led  by 

Sitting  Bull  and  Crazy  Horse.  The  battle  ended  in  a 

decisive victory for the Native Americans, and Custer 

and his men were killed.

The  Battle  of  Little  Bighorn  has  been  the  subject  of 

much  debate  and  controversy  over  the  years.  Some 

historians have argued that Custer was a reckless and 

overconfident  commander  who  led  his  men  to  their 

deaths. Others have argued that the Native Americans 

were  justified  in  their  resistance  to  the  US 

government's attempts to take their land.
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Regardless of one's interpretation of the battle, there is 

no doubt that it was a watershed moment in the history 

of the American West. It marked the end of the Indian 

Wars  and  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  in  which  the 

United States government would have to deal with the 

Native Americans on a more equal footing.

In this book, we will explore the events leading up to 

the  Battle  of  Little  Bighorn,  the  battle  itself,  and  its 

aftermath.  We  will  also  examine  the  different 

perspectives  on  the  battle  and  its  significance  in 

American history.

The Battle of Little Bighorn was a complex and tragic 

event. It is a reminder of the often-difficult relationship 

between the United States government and the Native 

Americans. It is also a reminder of the importance of 

understanding  different  perspectives  and  working 

together to build a more just and equitable society.
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Book Description

This book tells the story of the Battle of Little Bighorn, 

one  of  the  most  famous  and  controversial  battles  in 

American history.

On June 25,  1876,  George Custer and his 7th Cavalry 

were defeated by a coalition of Native American tribes 

led by Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse. The battle was a 

watershed  moment  in  the  history  of  the  American 

West, and it continues to be debated and studied today.

In this book, we will explore the events leading up to 

the battle, the battle itself, and its aftermath. We will 

also examine the different  perspectives  on the battle 

and its significance in American history.

We will  also  explore the legacy of  the battle  and its 

impact  on  the  lives  of  Native  Americans  and 

Americans. The Battle of Little Bighorn was a tragedy, 

but it also led to important changes in the way that the 

United States government dealt with Native Americans.
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This  book  is  a  must-read  for  anyone  interested  in 

American history, the American West, or the Battle of 

Little  Bighorn.  It  is  a  well-researched  and  engaging 

account  of  one  of  the  most  important  events  in 

American history.
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Chapter 1: The Genesis of Conflict

1. The Great Plains: A Contested Landscape

The Great Plains, a vast expanse of rolling grasslands 

and rugged terrain,  have been a contested landscape 

throughout history. Native American tribes, drawn to 

the  region's  abundant  resources,  established  their 

territories  and  cultural  identities  on  these  sprawling 

lands. Their way of life was intricately connected to the 

rhythms of the Great Plains ecosystem, with hunting, 

gathering,  and  spiritual  practices  deeply  intertwined 

with the region's flora and fauna.

Over time, westward expansion and the relentless push 

by European settlers disrupted the delicate balance of 

the  Great  Plains.  As  settlers  encroached  on  Native 

American  territories,  conflicts  arose,  fueled  by  the 

desire for land, resources, and control. The Great Plains 

became a battleground, a stage for both violent clashes 
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and diplomatic efforts as Native American tribes fought 

to defend their homelands and way of life.

The  US  government,  driven  by  a  Manifest  Destiny 

ideology  that  justified  westward  expansion,  pursued 

policies that sought to assimilate Native Americans and 

extinguish their land claims. Treaties were negotiated 

and  broken,  promises  made  and  betrayed,  as  the 

federal government aimed to reshape the Great Plains 

according to its own vision.

Amidst this clash of  cultures and interests,  the Great 

Plains  bore  witness  to  both  tragedy  and  resilience. 

Native American tribes,  despite  facing overwhelming 

odds, displayed unwavering determination in resisting 

encroachment  and  preserving  their  traditions.  Their 

deep  connection  to  the  land  and  their  unwavering 

spirit became a symbol of resistance and a testament to 

their unyielding will.

The contested landscape of the Great Plains stands as a 

poignant  reminder  of  the  complex  and  often 
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tumultuous  relationship  between  Native  Americans 

and European settlers. It serves as a microcosm of the 

broader struggle for land, identity, and sovereignty that 

has shaped the history of the American West.
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Chapter 1: The Genesis of Conflict

2.  Native  American  Perspectives  and 

Grievances

The Native American tribes of the Great Plains had a 

long  history  of  grievances  against  the  United  States 

government. These grievances stemmed from a variety 

of factors, including the government's failure to honor 

treaties,  its  attempts  to  assimilate  Native  Americans 

into white society, and its seizure of Native American 

lands.

One  of  the  most  important  grievances  was  the 

government's  failure  to  honor  treaties.  The  United 

States government had signed numerous treaties with 

Native American tribes, promising to protect their land 

and their way of life. However, the government often 

violated these treaties,  either by failing to uphold its 

promises or by unilaterally changing the terms of the 

agreements.
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Another  major  grievance  was  the  government's 

attempts  to  assimilate  Native  Americans  into  white 

society.  The  government  believed  that  Native 

Americans  were  inferior  to  whites  and  that  they 

needed to be "civilized."  As a result,  the government 

established a system of boarding schools, where Native 

American children were forced to learn English, adopt 

Christian values, and abandon their traditional ways of 

life.

Finally,  the Native Americans were also angry about 

the  government's  seizure  of  their  lands.  The  United 

States  government  had  acquired  vast  tracts  of  land 

from Native  American tribes,  often  through force  or 

coercion. This land was then sold to white settlers, who 

used it for farming, mining, and other purposes.

The Native  Americans'  grievances  against  the  United 

States  government  led  to  a  great  deal  of  resentment 

and  anger.  This  resentment  and  anger  eventually 
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boiled over into violence, culminating in the Battle of 

Little Bighorn.
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Chapter 1: The Genesis of Conflict

3. Government Policies and Broken Promises

The  US  government's  policies  towards  Native 

Americans  were  based  on  a  combination  of  greed, 

racism,  and  paternalism.  The  government  wanted 

access to Native American land and resources,  but it 

also saw Native Americans as inferior and in need of 

protection. This combination of motives led to a series 

of  broken  promises  and  betrayals  that  ultimately 

resulted in the Battle of Little Bighorn.

One  of  the  most  egregious  examples  of  government 

betrayal  was  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  of  1868.  This 

treaty  promised  the  Sioux  and  Cheyenne  tribes 

ownership of  the Black Hills,  a  sacred area that  was 

also rich in gold. However, when gold was discovered 

in the Black Hills in 1874, the government ignored the 

treaty and allowed miners to flood into the area. This 

led to a series of conflicts between the miners and the 
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Native Americans, and ultimately to the Battle of Little 

Bighorn.

Another  example  of  government  betrayal  was  the 

Indian  Removal  Act  of  1830.  This  act  forced  Native 

Americans to relocate from their  traditional  lands to 

reservations in the West.  The relocation process was 

often  brutal,  and  many Native  Americans  died  from 

disease or starvation. The Indian Removal Act also had 

a devastating impact on Native American culture and 

spirituality.

The government's  policies  towards  Native  Americans 

were a major factor in the Battle of Little Bighorn. The 

government's greed, racism, and paternalism created a 

climate of mistrust and resentment that ultimately led 

to war.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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