In Praise of Poesy and the World: A

Dialogue

Introduction

In a world increasingly dominated by science and
technology, it is easy to forget the profound importance
of poetry and the arts. We have come to rely on science
to explain the world around us, and we often overlook
the role that poetry and the arts can play in helping us

to understand ourselves and our place in the universe.

This book is an exploration of the relationship between
science and poetry. It argues that these two ways of
knowing are not opposed to each other, but rather that
they can be seen as complementary. Science can help
us to understand the physical world, while poetry can

help us to understand the human experience.



The book begins by examining the rise of scientific
materialism in the 17th century. This new way of
thinking led to a decline in the arts and humanities,
and to a fragmentation of knowledge. The book argues
that this fragmentation has had a negative impact on
our understanding of the world, and that it has led to a

loss of meaning and purpose.

The book then turns to the power of poetry. Poetry is a
way of knowing that is different from science. It is a
way of understanding the world through images,
symbols, and metaphors. Poetry can help us to see the
world in new ways, and it can help us to connect with

our own emotions and experiences.

The book argues that poetry and the arts can help us to
overcome the limitations of science. They can help us
to see the world as a whole, and they can help us to

find meaning and purpose in our lives.

The book concludes with a call for a new synthesis of

science and poetry. This new synthesis would draw on
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the strengths of both ways of knowing, and it would
help us to create a more holistic understanding of the

world.



Book Description

In a world dominated by science and technology, it is
easy to forget the importance of poetry and the arts.
This book argues that these two ways of knowing are
not opposed to each other, but rather that they can be

seen as complementary.

Science can help us to understand the physical world,
while poetry can help us to understand the human
experience. This book explores the relationship
between science and poetry, and argues that a new
synthesis of these two ways of knowing is needed to

create a more holistic understanding of the world.

The book begins by examining the rise of scientific
materialism in the 17th century. This new way of
thinking led to a decline in the arts and humanities,
and to a fragmentation of knowledge. The book argues

that this fragmentation has had a negative impact on



our understanding of the world, and that it has led to a

loss of meaning and purpose.

The book then turns to the power of poetry. Poetry is a
way of knowing that is different from science. It is a
way of understanding the world through images,
symbols, and metaphors. Poetry can help us to see the
world in new ways, and it can help us to connect with

our own emotions and experiences.

The book argues that poetry and the arts can help us to
overcome the limitations of science. They can help us
to see the world as a whole, and they can help us to

find meaning and purpose in our lives.

This book is a call for a new synthesis of science and
poetry. This new synthesis would draw on the
strengths of both ways of knowing, and it would help

us to create a more holistic understanding of the world.



Chapter 1: The Tyranny of Science

The Rise of Scientific Materialism

The rise of scientific materialism in the 17th century
was a watershed moment in human history. It marked
a shift away from the traditional view of the world as a
place of mystery and wonder, towards a view of the
world as a machine that could be understood and

controlled through the application of scientific reason.

This new way of thinking led to a number of important
advances in our understanding of the physical world. It
also led to a decline in the arts and humanities, and to a

fragmentation of knowledge.

The decline of the arts and humanities was a direct
result of the rise of scientific materialism. The new
emphasis on reason and logic led to a devaluation of
the imagination and the emotions. The arts were seen
as a waste of time, and they were no longer considered

to be a legitimate form of knowledge.
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The fragmentation of knowledge was another
consequence of the rise of scientific materialism. The
new emphasis on specialization led to a narrowing of
focus, and scholars became increasingly isolated from
one another. This made it difficult to see the world as a

whole, and it led to a loss of meaning and purpose.

The rise of scientific materialism has had a profound
impact on our world. It has led to a number of
important advances in our understanding of the
physical world, but it has also led to a number of
problems, including the decline of the arts and
humanities, the fragmentation of knowledge, and the

loss of meaning and purpose.

In order to overcome these problems, we need to find a
new way of thinking about the world. We need to find
a way to integrate science and poetry, reason and
imagination. We need to find a way to see the world as
a whole, and we need to find meaning and purpose in

our lives.



Chapter 1: The Tyranny of Science

The Decline of the Arts and Humanities

The rise of scientific materialism in the 17th century
led to a decline in the arts and humanities. This was

due to a number of factors, including:

e The new emphasis on reason and logic, which
led to a devaluation of the arts and humanities as
being too subjective and emotional.

e The rise of the scientific method, which led to a
focus on empirical evidence and a distrust of
anything that could not be proven scientifically.

e The increasing specialization of knowledge,
which led to a fragmentation of the arts and
humanities and a loss of the sense of their

interconnectedness.

The decline of the arts and humanities has had a

number of negative consequences, including:



e Aloss of beauty and meaning in our lives.

e A decline in our ability to understand ourselves

and our place in the world.
e Arise in materialism and consumerism.

e A loss of social cohesion and a sense of

community.

The arts and humanities are essential for a healthy and
well-rounded education. They help us to develop our
critical thinking skills, our creativity, and our ability to
communicate. They also help us to understand

ourselves and our place in the world.

We need to do more to support the arts and
humanities. We need to increase funding for arts
education, and we need to encourage more people to
pursue careers in the arts and humanities. We also
need to create more opportunities for people to
experience the arts and humanities in their everyday

lives.



The arts and humanities are not a luxury. They are a
necessity. They are essential for our understanding of

the world and for our ability to live meaningful lives.
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Chapter 1: The Tyranny of Science

The Fragmentation of Knowledge

The rise of scientific materialism in the 17th century
led to a new way of thinking about the world. This new
way of thinking emphasized the importance of
observation and experimentation, and it led to a
dramatic increase in our understanding of the physical
world. However, this new way of thinking also led to a

fragmentation of knowledge.

Prior to the rise of scientific materialism, knowledge
was seen as a unified whole. The natural world, the
human world, and the divine world were all seen as
interconnected. However, the rise of scientific
materialism led to a division between the natural
world and the human world. The natural world was
seen as the realm of science, while the human world

was seen as the realm of the humanities.
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This division between the natural world and the
human world has had a number of negative
consequences. It has led to a loss of meaning and
purpose in life, as people have become increasingly
disconnected from the natural world. It has also led to
a decline in the arts and humanities, as these fields

have been seen as less important than science.

The fragmentation of knowledge has also made it
difficult to address the complex problems that we face
today. These problems, such as climate change and
poverty, require a holistic approach that draws on
knowledge from a variety of disciplines. However, the
fragmentation of knowledge makes it difficult for
scientists, humanists, and artists to work together to

solve these problems.

We need to overcome the fragmentation of knowledge
and create a new synthesis of science and poetry. This

new synthesis would draw on the strengths of both
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ways of knowing, and it would help us to create a more

holistic understanding of the world.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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