
Operation Moonrise

Introduction

The Night Witches were a group of female pilots who 

flew for the Soviet Air Force during World War II. They 

were known for their bravery and their skill in flying 

vintage biplanes  at  night  to  bomb German positions. 

The  Night  Witches  were  a  thorn  in  the  side  of  the 

German army, and they played a significant role in the 

Soviet victory.

In this book, we will explore the history of the Night 

Witches,  from  their  early  days  to  their  eventual 

disbandment. We will learn about the women who flew 

for the Night Witches, the aircraft they flew, and the 

tactics they used. We will also examine the impact of 

the Night Witches on the war and their legacy in the 

years since.
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The Night Witches were a remarkable group of women 

who defied the  odds  to  fight  for  their  country.  They 

were brave, skilled, and determined, and they made a 

significant contribution to the Soviet victory in World 

War II. Their story is one that deserves to be told and 

retold, and it is a story that continues to inspire people 

around the world.

In this book, we will tell the story of the Night Witches 

in their own words. We will draw on interviews with 

surviving Night Witches, as well as from letters, diaries, 

and  other  sources.  We  will  also  provide  a  detailed 

account  of  the  Night  Witches'  operations,  from their 

early days to their eventual disbandment.

We hope that this book will help to shed light on the 

Night Witches' story and to inspire future generations 

of  women  to  follow  in  their  footsteps.  The  Night 

Witches were pioneers in the field of aviation, and they 

showed the world that women are capable of anything 
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that  men  can  do.  Their  story  is  a  testament  to  the 

power of courage, determination, and teamwork.

The  Night  Witches  are  a  reminder  that  anything  is 

possible  if  you  set  your  mind  to  it.  They  are  an 

inspiration to  us  all,  and their  story  is  one that  will 

continue to be told for generations to come.
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Book Description

The Night Witches were a group of female pilots who 

flew for the Soviet Air Force during World War II. They 

were known for their bravery and their skill in flying 

vintage biplanes  at  night  to  bomb German positions. 

The  Night  Witches  were  a  thorn  in  the  side  of  the 

German army, and they played a significant role in the 

Soviet victory.

In  Operation Moonrise,  Pasquale De Marco tells  the 

story of the Night Witches in their own words. Drawing 

on interviews with surviving Night Witches, as well as 

from letters,  diaries,  and other  sources,  Pasquale  De 

Marco  provides  a  detailed  account  of  the  Night 

Witches'  operations,  from  their  early  days  to  their 

eventual disbandment.

Operation Moonrise is more than just a history of the 

Night  Witches.  It  is  also  a  story  of  courage, 

determination, and teamwork. The Night Witches were 
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pioneers in the field of aviation, and they showed the 

world that women are capable of  anything that men 

can do. Their story is an inspiration to us all, and it is 

one  that  will  continue  to  be  told  for  generations  to 

come.

In this book, you will learn about:

 The history of the Night Witches, from their early 

days to their eventual disbandment

 The women who flew for the Night Witches

 The aircraft they flew

 The tactics they used

 The impact of the Night Witches on the war

 The legacy of the Night Witches

Operation  Moonrise is  a  must-read  for  anyone 

interested in the history of World War II, the history of 

aviation, or the history of women in the military. It is a 

story that will inspire you, amaze you, and leave you in 
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awe  of  the  bravery  and  determination  of  the  Night 

Witches. 
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Chapter 1: Dawn of the Moon

History of aviation

Aviation has a long and storied history, dating back to 

the earliest attempts at human flight. The first recorded 

attempts at flying were made by the Chinese in the 5th 

century BC, but it was not until the 19th century that 

significant progress was made. In 1890, Otto Lilienthal 

made the first successful glider flight, and in 1903, the 

Wright brothers made the first powered airplane flight.

The early days of aviation were marked by a spirit of 

experimentation and innovation. Aviators pushed the 

limits of what was possible, and new technologies were 

developed rapidly. In 1909, Louis Blériot made the first 

successful  flight  across  the  English  Channel,  and  in 

1911, Calbraith Rodgers made the first transcontinental 

flight across the United States.

During World War I, aviation played a vital role in the 

conflict.  Airplanes  were  used  for  reconnaissance, 
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bombing,  and  strafing.  The  war  also  saw  the 

development of new aircraft technologies, such as the 

fighter plane and the bomber.

After the war, aviation continued to develop rapidly. In 

1919, the first commercial airline was founded, and in 

1927,  Charles  Lindbergh  made  the  first  solo 

transatlantic flight. The 1930s saw the development of 

new aircraft designs, such as the monoplane and the jet 

engine.

During World War II,  aviation played an even more 

important role than it had in World War I. Airplanes 

were  used  for  a  wide  variety  of  purposes,  including 

bombing, reconnaissance, and transportation. The war 

also saw the development of new aircraft technologies, 

such as the radar and the atomic bomb.

After the war, aviation continued to develop rapidly. In 

the  1950s,  the  jet  engine  became  the  standard 

powerplant for commercial airliners, and in the 1960s, 

the  first  supersonic  passenger  plane  was  developed. 
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The  1970s  saw  the  development  of  new  aircraft 

designs, such as the wide-body jet and the jumbo jet.

In the 21st century, aviation continues to play a vital 

role in the global economy and society. Airplanes are 

used  for  a  wide  variety  of  purposes,  including 

transportation, commerce, and tourism. The industry is 

constantly  evolving,  and  new  technologies  are  being 

developed all the time.
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Chapter 1: Dawn of the Moon

The rise of the Soviet Air Force

In the early days of aviation, the Soviet Union was a 

relative latecomer to the field. However, in the years 

leading up to World War II, the Soviet Union made a 

concerted effort  to build up its  air  force,  and by the 

outbreak of war in 1941, the Soviet Air Force was one 

of the largest and most powerful in the world.

There were a number of factors that contributed to the 

rise  of  the  Soviet  Air  Force.  First,  the  Soviet 

government invested heavily in aviation research and 

development. This investment led to the development 

of  a  number  of  new  aircraft,  including  the  MiG-3 

fighter and the Il-2 ground-attack aircraft. Second, the 

Soviet Union had a large pool of skilled engineers and 

workers  who  were  able  to  produce  aircraft  in  large 

numbers. Third, the Soviet Union had a strong tradition 
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of military discipline and organization, which allowed 

it to quickly train and deploy its air force.

The Soviet Air Force played a major role in the Soviet 

victory in World War II.  Soviet aircraft were used to 

attack German ground forces, to provide air cover for 

Soviet troops, and to carry out bombing raids against 

German targets. The Soviet Air Force also played a key 

role in the Battle  of  Stalingrad,  which was a turning 

point in the war.

After World War II, the Soviet Air Force continued to 

grow in size and strength. The Soviet Union developed 

a number of new aircraft, including the MiG-15 fighter 

and the Tu-95 bomber. The Soviet Air Force also played 

a major role in the Cold War, and it was involved in a 

number of conflicts, including the Korean War and the 

Vietnam War.

Today, the Soviet Air Force is known as the Russian Air 

Force.  The  Russian  Air  Force  is  one  of  the  most 
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powerful air forces in the world,  and it  continues to 

play a major role in Russian military strategy.
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Chapter 1: Dawn of the Moon

The role of women in the Soviet military

The role of women in the Soviet military has been a 

complex and ever-changing one.  In the early days of 

the Soviet Union, women were largely excluded from 

military  service.  However,  as  the  country 

industrialized and the need for manpower increased, 

women  began  to  be  recruited  into  the  military  in 

increasing numbers. By the time World War II broke 

out, women made up over 30% of the Soviet military.

Women  served  in  a  variety  of  roles  in  the  Soviet 

military,  including  as  pilots,  snipers,  medics,  and 

engineers.  They  also  played  a  vital  role  in  the 

production of war materiel. In fact, it is estimated that 

women  produced  over  70%  of  the  Soviet  Union's 

military hardware during World War II.

The Night Witches were a group of female pilots who 

flew for the Soviet Air Force during World War II. They 
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were known for their bravery and their skill in flying 

vintage biplanes  at  night  to  bomb German positions. 

The  Night  Witches  were  a  thorn  in  the  side  of  the 

German army, and they played a significant role in the 

Soviet victory.

The Night Witches were just one example of the many 

women who served in the Soviet military during World 

War II.  These women played a  vital  role  in  the war 

effort,  and  they  helped  to  pave  the  way  for  greater 

equality for women in the Soviet Union.

After the war, women continued to serve in the Soviet 

military,  although their numbers declined somewhat. 

In the 1990s, women made up about 10% of the Russian 

military.  Today,  women  make  up  about  15%  of  the 

Russian military, and they serve in a variety of roles, 

including as combat pilots, ship captains, and generals.

The role of women in the Soviet military has been a 

complex  and  ever-changing  one.  However,  women 
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have always played a vital role in the defense of their 

country, and they continue to do so today.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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