In the Heart of France

Introduction

In the heart of France, nestled amidst rolling vineyards
and picturesque villages, lies a hidden gem waiting to
be discovered. "In the Heart of France: Our Journey of
Transformation in Burgundy" is a captivating memoir
that takes readers on an extraordinary journey of love,

renovation, and self-discovery.

When American poet Jeffrey Greene and his wife,
Mary, stumbled upon a moss-covered stone presbytery
in the charming village of Puisaye, they knew they had
found their destiny. With hearts filled with
anticipation, they embarked on an adventure to
transform this 300-year-old building into a habitable
refuge. Little did they know that this decision would
not only change their living space but also their lives

forever.



As they delved into the renovation process, Jeffrey and
Mary encountered unexpected challenges and
heartwarming surprises. From uncovering hidden
treasures within the old stones to navigating cultural
differences with the locals, their journey was filled with
both laughter and tears. Along the way, they
discovered the true meaning of community and the

importance of embracing the unknown.

With each passing day, Jeffrey and Mary became more
deeply immersed in the French way of life. They
explored bustling markets, savored delectable local
cuisine, and formed deep connections with the people
of Puisaye. Through their experiences, they gained a
newfound appreciation for simplicity, authenticity, and

the art of living well.

"In the Heart of France" is a poignant and inspiring
story of transformation. It is a testament to the power
of embracing change, stepping outside one's comfort

zone, and finding beauty in the unexpected. As readers



journey alongside Jeffrey and Mary, they will be
reminded of the importance of cherishing life's simple
pleasures and the transformative power of human

connection.

So, come, dear reader, embark on this extraordinary
journey with us. Let the rolling hills of Burgundy, the
warmth of the French people, and the transformative
power of love inspire you to embrace new adventures
and discover the hidden treasures that await you in the

heart of France.



Book Description

"In the Heart of France: Our Journey of Transformation
in Burgundy" is an inspiring and heartwarming
memoir that takes readers on an extraordinary journey

of love, renovation, and self-discovery.

When American poet Jeffrey Greene and his wife,
Mary, stumbled upon a moss-covered stone presbytery
in the charming village of Puisaye, they knew they had
found their destiny. With hearts filled with
anticipation, they embarked on an adventure to
transform this 300-year-old building into a habitable
refuge. Little did they know that this decision would
not only change their living space but also their lives

forever.

With vivid prose and disarming honesty, Jeffrey Greene
chronicles their renovation journey, filled with
unexpected challenges and heartwarming surprises.

From uncovering hidden treasures within the old



stones to navigating cultural differences with the locals,
their story is a testament to the power of perseverance,

resilience, and the transformative power of love.

As they delved deeper into the French way of life,
Jeffrey and Mary discovered the true meaning of
community and the importance of embracing the
unknown. They explored bustling markets, savored
delectable local cuisine, and formed deep connections
with the people of Puisaye. Through their experiences,
they gained a newfound appreciation for simplicity,

authenticity, and the art of living well.

"In the Heart of France" is more than just a renovation
story; it is a poignant and inspiring tale of
transformation. It is a reminder of the importance of
cherishing life's simple pleasures, embracing change,
and stepping outside one's comfort zone. As readers
journey alongside Jeffrey and Mary, they will be
inspired to discover the hidden treasures that await

them in the heart of France and within themselves.



With its lyrical prose, heartwarming anecdotes, and
universal themes of love, transformation, and the
pursuit of happiness, "In the Heart of France" is a must-
read for anyone seeking inspiration, adventure, and a

deeper connection to the world around them.



Chapter 1: A New Beginning in
Burgundy

Discovering the Enchanting Village

As Jeffrey and Mary's car wound its way through the
picturesque countryside, they couldn't help but feel a
sense of awe and wonder. The rolling hills, dotted with
vineyards and ancient chateaux, seemed to beckon
them into a realm of enchantment. As they approached
the village of Puisaye, they were greeted by a

symphony of colors and scents.

The village nestled amidst lush greenery, its stone
cottages adorned with colorful shutters and
overflowing flower boxes. The air was filled with the
heady fragrance of lavender and rosemary, carried by
a gentle breeze. As they strolled through the
cobblestone streets, Jeffrey and Mary felt like they had

stepped back in time.



The villagers, with their warm smiles and friendly
greetings, welcomed them with open arms. They
stopped to chat with a group of elderly women knitting
on a bench, who shared stories of the village's history
and traditions. At the local boulangerie, they savored
the aroma of freshly baked bread and pastries, and the

butcher greeted them with a hearty handshake.

Exploring the village, Jeffrey and Mary stumbled upon
hidden gems at every turn. They discovered a
charming old church with intricate stained-glass
windows, a quaint village square where children
played and laughter filled the air, and a babbling brook
that cascaded down a nearby hillside. Each discovery

deepened their connection to this enchanting place.

As they settled into their new home, Jeffrey and Mary
embraced the village's unique rhythm of life. They
attended local festivals, where they danced and sang

alongside the villagers, and they participated in



community events, feeling a sense of belonging they

had never experienced before.

In the heart of France, Jeffrey and Mary found more
than just a new home; they discovered a magical
village that captured their hearts and souls. It was a
place where time seemed to slow down, where
traditions were cherished, and where the beauty of life

was celebrated in every moment.



Chapter 1: A New Beginning in
Burgundy

Embracing the French Countryside

The rolling hills of Burgundy, adorned with vineyards
and dotted with charming villages, beckoned us with
their tranquil beauty. As we ventured beyond the
bustling city streets and into the heart of the
countryside, we discovered a world untouched by the

relentless pace of modern life.

In the quaint village of Puisaye, we stumbled upon a
hidden gem—a moss-covered stone presbytery nestled
amidst lush greenery. This enchanting abode, with its
rich history and rustic charm, captivated our hearts
and sealed our fate. We had found our new home, a
place where we could escape the mundane and

embrace the extraordinary.

With each step we took into the French countryside, we

were greeted by breathtaking vistas that seemed to
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stretch on forever. Verdant meadows, dotted with
vibrant wildflowers, carpeted the landscape, while
ancient forests whispered secrets of a bygone era. The
air was alive with the sweet fragrance of blooming

lavender and the melodious chirping of birdsong.

As we explored the winding country roads, we
encountered friendly locals who welcomed us with
open arms. They shared stories of their traditions, their
love for the land, and their unwavering commitment to
preserving the simple way of life that had been passed

down through generations.

In the local markets, we discovered an abundance of
fresh produce, artisanal cheeses, and handmade crafts.
The vibrant colors and tantalizing aromas filled our
senses as we strolled through the stalls, eager to sample
the delights of the region. We savored the juicy
sweetness of sun-ripened peaches, the earthy flavor of
locally grown mushrooms, and the crusty perfection of

freshly baked baguettes.

11



Our daily routine became a harmonious blend of
exploration and relaxation. We spent mornings tending
to our garden, nurturing the soil and watching with
delight as our vegetables and herbs flourished under
the warm Burgundy sun. In the afternoons, we
embarked on leisurely walks through the surrounding
countryside, marveling at the intricate tapestry of

nature.

As we embraced the French countryside, we realized
that true wealth lies not in material possessions but in
the simple pleasures of life. We learned to appreciate
the beauty of a tranquil sunset, the joy of sharing a
meal with loved ones, and the satisfaction of living in
harmony with nature. The French countryside had
become our sanctuary, a place where we could
reconnect with ourselves, with each other, and with the

world around us.
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Chapter 1: A New Beginning in
Burgundy

Overcoming Language Barriers

Arriving in Puisaye, a charming village nestled in the
heart of Burgundy, Jeffrey and Mary were immediately
confronted with the challenge of language. English,
their native tongue, was rarely spoken in this
predominantly French-speaking region. Undeterred,
they embraced this obstacle as an opportunity for

growth and connection.

With open hearts and a willingness to learn, they
immersed themselves in the local language. They
attended French classes, eagerly absorbing new words
and phrases. They struck up conversations with
neighbors and shopkeepers, practicing their newfound

skills and gaining insights into the local culture.

At first, communication was slow and halting. They

often relied on gestures, facial expressions, and a
13



shared sense of humor to bridge the gaps in
understanding. However, with each passing day, their
fluency improved, and they began to feel a sense of

belonging within the community.

Beyond the practicalities of everyday communication,
Jeffrey and Mary discovered that language was a
gateway to a deeper understanding of French culture.
Through conversations with locals, they learned about
the region's history, traditions, and unique way of life.
They gained a newfound appreciation for the nuances
of the French language, its rich vocabulary, and its

expressive nature.

Overcoming the language barrier was not without its
challenges. There were moments of frustration and
misunderstanding. However, these experiences
ultimately strengthened their bond as a couple and
deepened their connection to their new home. As they

became more proficient in French, they found
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themselves embraced by the community, welcomed

into homes, and invited to share in local celebrations.

In the end, Jeffrey and Mary's journey to overcome the
language barrier was a testament to the power of
human connection and the transformative nature of
embracing new challenges. It taught them the
importance of patience, perseverance, and a
willingness to step outside their comfort zone. Most
importantly, it enriched their lives with a newfound
appreciation for the beauty and diversity of human

culture.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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