
Fields of Tears

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco, like many other Irish Americans, 

has  a  deep  fascination  with  the  history  of  their 

ancestors.  When  Pasquale  De  Marco  delved  into 

researching for this Fields of Tears, Pasquale De Marco 

discovered  a  wealth  of  fascinating  stories  and 

experiences  that  had  been  passed  down  through 

generations. This book is a collection of some of those 

stories,  told  in  the  hope  that  they  will  inspire  and 

inform readers about the rich history of  the Irish in 

America.

The Irish have a long and proud history, dating back to 

the  ancient  Celts.  They  have  faced  many  challenges 

over the centuries,  but they have always persevered. 

This book tells the story of the Irish people in America, 
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from their humble beginnings as immigrants to their 

rise to prominence in all walks of life.

The  Irish  have  made  significant  contributions  to 

American society,  in  areas  such as  politics,  business, 

the arts, and sports. They have also played a major role 

in the military, fighting in every American war since 

the Revolutionary War.

This  book is  more than just  a  history of  the Irish in 

America.  It  is  also a  celebration of  their  culture and 

heritage. The Irish have a unique way of looking at the 

world, and they have brought their own special brand 

of humor, music, and storytelling to America.

The Irish have also faced their share of discrimination 

and prejudice in America. But they have never given 

up on their dreams. They have always fought for their 

rights, and they have always come out stronger in the 

end.
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The story of  the Irish in America is  a  story of  hope, 

perseverance, and success. It is a story that should be 

told  and retold,  so  that  future generations can learn 

from the experiences of their ancestors.
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Book Description

Fields  of  Tears is  a  comprehensive  and  engaging 

exploration of the Irish American experience, from the 

early days of immigration to the present day. This book 

is  a  must-read for  anyone who wants  to  learn more 

about the history and culture of the Irish in America.

In Fields of Tears, Pasquale De Marco tells the story of 

the  Irish  in  America  through  the  lives  of  ordinary 

people.  These are  the stories  of  immigrants  who left 

their  homeland in search of  a  better  life,  of  families 

who struggled to make a new home in a strange land, 

and of individuals who achieved great success in their 

adopted country.

Fields of Tears is more than just a history book. It is 

also a celebration of Irish American culture. The book 

explores  the  Irish  influence  on  American  music, 

literature, art, and sports. It also examines the role of 

the Irish in American politics and society.
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Fields of Tears is a valuable resource for anyone who 

wants  to  learn  more  about  the  Irish  American 

experience. This book is essential reading for anyone 

who wants to understand the history and culture of the 

United States.

Fields of  Tears is  a  well-written and engaging book 

that is sure to appeal to a wide range of readers. This 

book is  a  must-read for  anyone who is  interested in 

Irish American history, culture, or identity. 
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Chapter 1: The Journey Begins

Topic 1: The Plight of the Irish

The Irish people have a long and storied history, but it 

is also a history marked by hardship and oppression. 

For  centuries,  the  Irish  were  subjected  to 

discrimination  and  persecution  by  the  British,  who 

ruled Ireland as a colony. The Irish were denied basic 

rights and freedoms, and they were forced to live in 

poverty and squalor.

The Great Famine of the 1840s was a particularly dark 

period in  Irish  history.  The famine was  caused by a 

combination  of  factors,  including  a  potato  blight, 

British economic policies, and absentee landlords. The 

famine  resulted  in  the  deaths  of  over  one  million 

people, and it forced millions more to flee Ireland in 

search of a better life.

The  Irish  who came to  America  in  the  19th  century 

faced  many  challenges.  They  were  often  met  with 
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prejudice and discrimination, and they had to compete 

for jobs with other immigrants. But the Irish were also 

a  determined  and  resourceful  people,  and  they 

eventually found success in their new country.

The Irish made significant contributions to American 

society, in areas such as politics, business, and the arts. 

They also played a major role in the military, fighting 

in every American war since the Revolutionary War.

The  Irish  experience  in  America  is  a  story  of  hope, 

perseverance, and success. It is a story that should be 

told  and retold,  so  that  future generations can learn 

from the experiences of their ancestors.
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Chapter 1: The Journey Begins

Topic 2: The Decision to Leave

The decision to leave one's homeland is never easy. It is 

a  decision  that  is  often  fraught  with  fear  and 

uncertainty.  But  for  many  Irish  people  in  the  19th 

century,  it  was  a  decision  that  was  made  out  of 

necessity.

The Great Famine of 1845-1849 was a devastating event 

in  Irish  history.  The  potato  blight,  a  disease  that 

destroyed potato crops, led to widespread famine and 

starvation.  Over  one  million  people  died  during  the 

famine,  and  another  million  emigrated  to  other 

countries, including the United States.

For  those  who  made  the  difficult  decision  to  leave 

Ireland, the journey to America was long and perilous. 

They  traveled  in  overcrowded  ships,  often  in 

unsanitary conditions. Many died during the journey, 
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and those who survived often arrived in America sick 

and destitute.

Despite the hardships they faced, the Irish who came to 

America  in  the  19th  century  made  significant 

contributions to their new country. They worked hard, 

they  raised  families,  and  they  helped  to  build  the 

United States into the great nation it is today.

Mary and Michael Sullivan were two of the many Irish 

people who made the difficult decision to leave their 

homeland during the Great Famine. They left  behind 

their family and friends, and they arrived in America 

with little  more than the clothes  on their  backs.  But 

they  were  determined  to  make  a  better  life  for 

themselves  and  their  children,  so  they  worked  hard 

and saved their money. Eventually, they were able to 

buy a small farm in upstate New York, and they raised 

a family of five children.

The Sullivans'  story is  just  one example of  the many 

stories of courage and determination that can be found 
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in the history of the Irish in America.  The Irish who 

came  to  America  in  the  19th  century  faced  many 

challenges,  but  they never  gave up on their  dreams. 

They  worked  hard,  they  raised  families,  and  they 

helped to build the United States into the great nation it 

is today.
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Chapter 1: The Journey Begins

Topic 3: The Dangers of the Sea

Traveling across the Atlantic Ocean in the 19th century 

was  a  perilous  journey.  The  ships  were  often 

overcrowded and unsanitary, and the passengers were 

at  the  mercy  of  the  elements.  Storms,  disease,  and 

starvation were all common occurrences.

One of the biggest dangers was the risk of shipwreck. 

The ships  were  often not  seaworthy,  and they could 

easily be damaged in a storm. If  a ship did sink,  the 

passengers often had little chance of survival.

Another danger was the risk of disease. The ships were 

often overcrowded and unsanitary, and diseases such 

as typhus, cholera, and smallpox were rampant. Many 

passengers died from disease before they even reached 

their destination.

Starvation  was  also  a  common  problem.  The  ships 

often did not carry enough food for the passengers, and 
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they could be delayed for  weeks or  even months by 

storms. Many passengers died from starvation before 

they reached their destination.

The journey across the Atlantic Ocean was a difficult 

and dangerous one. But for many Irish people, it was 

the only way to escape the poverty and oppression of 

their homeland.

Despite the dangers, millions of Irish people made the 

journey across the Atlantic Ocean in the 19th century. 

They came to America in search of a better life,  and 

they were willing to risk everything to get there.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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