
Children: The Most Precious Treasure

Introduction

Pasquale  De  Marco,  a  leading  expert  on  child 

protection,  has  written  a  comprehensive  guide  to 

protecting  children  from  abuse.  Children:  The  Most 

Precious Treasure is a must-read for parents, teachers, 

law enforcement officers, social workers, and anyone 

else who works with children.

In this book, Pasquale De Marco provides a clear and 

concise overview of the different types of child abuse, 

the causes and effects of abuse, and the risk factors for 

child abuse. Pasquale De Marco also discusses the roles 

that parents, teachers, law enforcement, social services, 

the  community,  the  media,  and  faith-based 

organizations can play in preventing and responding to 

child abuse.

1



Children: The Most Precious Treasure is full of practical 

advice  and  resources  that  can  help  you  protect  the 

children in your life. Pasquale De Marco provides tips 

on how to recognize the signs of child abuse, how to 

report  suspected  abuse,  and  how  to  create  a  safe 

environment  for  children.  Pasquale  De  Marco  also 

includes a directory of resources that can provide help 

and  support  to  victims  of  child  abuse  and  their 

families.

If you are concerned about the safety of a child, please 

read Children: The Most Precious Treasure. This book 

could save a child's life.
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Book Description

Children:  The  Most  Precious  Treasure is  the 

definitive  guide  to  protecting  children  from  abuse. 

Written  by  Pasquale  De  Marco,  a  leading  expert  on 

child protection,  this book provides a comprehensive 

overview  of  the  different  types  of  child  abuse,  the 

causes  and  effects  of  abuse,  and  the  risk  factors  for 

child abuse. Pasquale De Marco also discusses the roles 

that parents, teachers, law enforcement, social services, 

the  community,  the  media,  and  faith-based 

organizations can play in preventing and responding to 

child abuse.

Children:  The  Most  Precious  Treasure is  full  of 

practical  advice  and  resources  that  can  help  you 

protect  the  children in  your  life.  Pasquale  De Marco 

provides  tips  on how to  recognize  the  signs  of  child 

abuse,  how  to  report  suspected  abuse,  and  how  to 

create  a  safe  environment  for  children.  Pasquale  De 

Marco also includes a directory of resources that can 
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provide help and support to victims of child abuse and 

their families.

If  you  are  concerned  about  the  safety  of  a  child, 

please read Children: The Most Precious Treasure. 

This book could save a child's life.

Pasquale  De  Marco  is  a  leading  expert  on  child 

protection.  Pasquale  De  Marco  has  worked  with 

children  and  families  for  over  20  years,  and 

Pasquale De Marco has written extensively on the 

topic  of  child  abuse.  Pasquale  De  Marco  is  the 

author  of  several  books  on  child  protection, 

including Children: The Most Precious Treasure.

Children: The Most Precious Treasure is a must-read 

for  anyone  who  works  with  children.  This  book 

provides a comprehensive overview of the different 

types of child abuse, the causes and effects of abuse, 

and the  risk  factors  for  child  abuse.  Pasquale  De 

Marco  also  discusses  the  roles  that  parents, 

teachers,  law  enforcement,  social  services,  the 
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community,  the  media,  and  faith-based 

organizations  can  play  in  preventing  and 

responding to child abuse.

If  you  are  concerned  about  the  safety  of  a  child, 

please read Children: The Most Precious Treasure. 

This book could save a child's life. 
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Chapter 1: Protecting Our Children

Recognizing the Signs of Child Abuse

Child abuse is a serious problem that affects millions of 

children every year. It can take many forms, including 

physical,  emotional,  sexual,  and  neglect.  Recognizing 

the  signs  of  child  abuse  is  essential  for  protecting 

children and getting them the help they need.

There are many different signs that may indicate that a 

child is being abused. Some of the most common signs 

include:

 Physical signs: These may include bruises, cuts, 

burns,  broken bones,  or other injuries that are 

not accidental.

 Behavioral  signs: These  may  include 

withdrawal,  aggression,  changes  in  eating  or 

sleeping habits, or difficulty concentrating.

 Emotional signs: These may include depression, 

anxiety, fear, or low self-esteem.
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 Sexual  signs: These  may  include  difficulty 

walking or sitting, pain or itching in the genital 

area, or sexual knowledge that is not appropriate 

for the child's age.

 Neglect: This  may  include  a  child  who  is  not 

properly  fed,  clothed,  or  supervised,  or  who is 

left alone for long periods of time.

It is important to note that not all children who exhibit 

these  signs  are  being  abused.  However,  if  you  are 

concerned  that  a  child  may  be  being  abused,  it  is 

important to report your concerns to the authorities.

If you suspect that a child is being abused, there are a 

few things you can do to help:

 Talk to the child. Let the child know that you 

are concerned about them and that you are there 

to help.
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 Report your concerns to the authorities. You 

can  do  this  by  calling  the  police  or  Child 

Protective Services.

 Provide support to the child and their family. 

This  may  include  offering  emotional  support, 

practical help, or information about resources. 
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 Chapter 1: Protecting Our Children

 Reporting Suspected Abuse

If  you  suspect  that  a  child  is  being  abused,  it  is 

important to report it  to the authorities immediately. 

Child abuse is a serious crime, and it is important to 

take action to protect the child from further harm.

There  are  many  different  ways  to  report  suspected 

child  abuse.  You  can  call  the  police,  the  local  child 

protective services agency, or the National Child Abuse 

Hotline (1-800-4-A-CHILD). You can also make a report 

online at the National Center for Missing & Exploited 

Children's website (www.missingkids.com).

When you make a report of suspected child abuse, be 

sure to provide as much information as possible. This 

includes the child's name, age, and address, as well as 

the  name  and  contact  information  of  the  suspected 

abuser. You should also describe the type of abuse that 

you suspect is occurring.
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It is important to remember that you are not required 

to have proof of abuse in order to make a report. If you 

have  a  reasonable  suspicion  that  a  child  is  being 

abused, you should report it to the authorities.

The authorities  will  investigate your report  and take 

appropriate  action.  This  may  include  removing  the 

child  from  the  home,  providing  the  child  with 

counseling, or arresting the suspected abuser.

Reporting suspected child abuse is not always easy. You 

may be afraid of  retaliation from the abuser,  or you 

may be concerned about the child's safety. However, it 

is important to remember that you are not alone. There 

are many people who are willing to help you protect 

children from abuse.

If you are concerned about the safety of a child, please 

report it to the authorities immediately. You could save 

a child's life.

10



Chapter 1: Protecting Our Children

Creating a Safe Environment

Creating a safe environment for children is essential to 

preventing child abuse. Children need to feel safe and 

secure in their surroundings in order to thrive. Parents 

and  caregivers  can  create  a  safe  environment  for 

children by:

 Providing  a  stable  and  nurturing  home. 

Children  need  to  feel  loved,  accepted,  and 

supported  by  their  parents  and  caregivers.  A 

stable home environment provides children with 

a sense of security and belonging.

 Setting clear rules and expectations. Children 

need to know what is expected of them and what 

the consequences will be if they break the rules. 

Clear  rules  and  expectations  help  children  to 

learn self-discipline and to behave appropriately.
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 Monitoring  children's  activities. Parents  and 

caregivers  need  to  know  where  their  children 

are  and  what  they  are  doing.  Monitoring 

children's activities helps to keep them safe and 

out of harm's way.

 Talking to children about abuse. Parents and 

caregivers need to talk to children about abuse 

in  a  way  that  is  age-appropriate  and 

understandable.  Children  need  to  know  that 

abuse is wrong and that they have the right to 

say no to any unwanted touch.

 Supporting children who have been abused. If 

a  child  has  been  abused,  it  is  important  to 

provide  them  with  support  and  help.  Children 

who  have  been  abused  may  need  counseling, 

medical care, and other services.

Creating a safe environment for children is not always 

easy, but it is essential. Parents and caregivers can help 

to protect  children from abuse by providing a stable 
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and  nurturing  home,  setting  clear  rules  and 

expectations, monitoring children's activities, talking to 

children  about  abuse,  and  supporting  children  who 

have been abused.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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