Watercolor Portraits of the European

Street

Introduction

Street painting is a unique and captivating art form
that has been practiced for centuries. From the
cobblestone streets of Europe to the bustling sidewalks
of New York City, street artists have been using their
skills to create temporary masterpieces that amaze and

inspire passersby.

In this book, we will explore the world of European
street painting, from its humble beginnings to its
modern-day resurgence. We will learn about the
techniques and challenges of street painting, and we
will meet some of the most famous street artists in

Europe.



Whether you are a seasoned street painter or simply an
admirer of this beautiful art form, this book is sure to

fascinate and inspire you.
The History of Street Painting

The origins of street painting can be traced back to the
Middle Ages, when traveling minstrels and jugglers
would often use chalk to draw pictures on the ground
to attract attention. These early street paintings were
often simple and crude, but they laid the foundation for
the more sophisticated street art that would develop in

later centuries.

In the 16th century, street painting began to flourish in
Europe, particularly in Italy and France. During this
time, street artists began to use more sophisticated
techniques and materials, and they began to create

more elaborate and realistic paintings.

By the 19th century, street painting had become a

popular form of entertainment in many European



cities. Street artists would often set up their easels in
busy public squares and paint portraits of passersby

for a few cents.

In the 20th century, street painting continued to evolve,
and new styles and techniques emerged. In the 1960s,
for example, street artists began to use spray paint to

create large-scale murals on the sides of buildings.

Today, street painting is more popular than ever
before. Street painting festivals are held all over the
world, and street artists are commissioned to create

murals for businesses and public spaces.
The Techniques of Street Painting

Street painting is a unique art form that requires a
combination of skill, patience, and creativity. Street
painters must be able to work quickly and efficiently,
as they often have only a few hours to complete their

paintings before the rain or wind washes them away.



The most common medium used for street painting is
chalk, which is available in a wide range of colors.
Street painters also use charcoal, pastels, and even

paint to create their works of art.

The first step in street painting is to choose a location.
Street painters often choose busy public spaces where
they can attract a large audience. Once they have
chosen a location, they must prepare the surface by

sweeping away any dirt or debris.

The next step is to sketch out the design of the painting.
Street painters often use a projector to project the
image onto the ground, but they can also sketch the

design freehand.

Once the design is sketched out, the street painter can
begin to fill in the colors. They often use a variety of
brushes and sponges to create different textures and

effects.



The final step is to add the finishing touches to the
painting. This may include adding highlights, shadows,

and details.
The Challenges of Street Painting

Street painting is a challenging art form, but it is also a
rewarding one. Street painters must be able to work
quickly and efficiently, and they must be able to adapt

to the changing conditions of the environment.

One of the biggest challenges of street painting is the
weather. Street painters must be able to work in all

types of weather, from rain and wind to snow and ice.

Another challenge of street painting is the crowds.
Street painters often work in busy public spaces, and
they must be able to deal with the constant flow of

people.

The time limit is another challenge of street painting.

Street painters often have only a few hours to complete



their paintings before the rain or wind washes them

away.

Despite the challenges, street painting is a rewarding
art form. Street painters have the opportunity to share
their art with a wide audience, and they can make a

positive impact on their communities.



Book Description

Watercolor Portraits of the European Street is the
definitive guide to the world of European street
painting. From the cobblestone streets of Paris to the
bustling sidewalks of London, street artists have been
using their skills to create temporary masterpieces that

amaze and inspire passersby.

In this book, you will learn about the history,
techniques, and challenges of street painting. You will
also meet some of the most famous street artists in
Europe, and you will see some of their most amazing

work.

Whether you are a seasoned street painter or simply an
admirer of this beautiful art form, this book is sure to

fascinate and inspire you.
Inside, you will find:

e A comprehensive history of street painting in

Europe



e A detailed guide to the techniques and materials

used by street painters

e Interviews with some of the most famous street
artists in Europe

e A gallery of stunning street paintings from

around the world

e Tips and advice for aspiring street painters

Watercolor Portraits of the European Street is the
perfect book for anyone who wants to learn more
about the world of European street painting. It is also a
great gift for art lovers and anyone who appreciates

the beauty of public art.
About the Author

Pasquale De Marco is a writer and editor with a
passion for street art. He has written extensively about
street painting in Europe, and he has interviewed some

of the most famous street artists in the world.



Chapter 1: European Watercolor

Masters

Topic 1: John Constable

John Constable was an English landscape painter who
is considered one of the greatest exponents of the
Romantic movement. He was born in Suffolk, England,
in 1776. He studied art at the Royal Academy in
London, but he was largely self-taught as a landscape

painter.

Constable's paintings are characterized by their
naturalistic depiction of the English countryside. He
often painted scenes of the River Stour, which flows
through Suffolk. He was also a pioneer in the use of oil

paint to create landscapes.

Constable's work was not fully appreciated until after
his death. In the 20th century, his paintings became
highly sought-after by collectors. Today, his work is

represented in many of the world's leading museums.
9



One of Constable's most famous paintings is "The Hay
Wain" (1821). This painting depicts a hay wagon
crossing a river. The painting is a masterpiece of
landscape painting, and it is considered one of the most

important works of British art.

Another famous painting by Constable is "Salisbury
Cathedral from the Meadows" (1831). This painting
depicts the Salisbury Cathedral from a nearby meadow.
The painting is a beautiful example of Constable's skill

in capturing the effects of light and atmosphere.

Constable was a prolific artist, and he produced over
500 paintings during his lifetime. His work has had a
profound influence on subsequent generations of
landscape painters. He is considered one of the most

important figures in the history of British art.
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Chapter 1: European Watercolor

Masters

Topic 2: J.M.W. Turner

Joseph Mallord William Turner was one of the most
famous and influential English landscape painters of
the 19th century. He is best known for his dramatic,

atmospheric paintings of the sea and sky.

Turner was born in London in 1775. He studied art at
the Royal Academy, and he began exhibiting his
paintings at the age of 15. Turner's early paintings were
mostly of topographical subjects, but he soon began to
experiment with more imaginative and romantic

themes.

In the 1800s, Turner traveled extensively throughout
Europe, and he was particularly inspired by the
landscapes of Italy and Switzerland. His paintings of
these countries are often characterized by their use of

bright colors and dramatic lighting.
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Turner's work was often controversial, and he was
criticized by some for his unconventional style.
However, he was also a great admirer of the works of
the Old Masters, and he sought to emulate their

techniques in his own paintings.

Turner's paintings are now considered to be among the
greatest works of English art. They are held in
collections all over the world, and they continue to

inspire artists and art lovers alike.

Turner died in London in 1851. He is buried in St.

Paul's Cathedral.
Turner's Techniques

Turner was a master of watercolor painting. He
developed a unique technique that allowed him to
create luminous and atmospheric effects. Turner often
used a wet-on-wet technique, in which he applied paint
to damp paper. This allowed him to create soft, blurred

edges and subtle gradations of color.
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Turner also used a variety of other techniques to create
his paintings. He often used scraping and scratching to
create texture, and he sometimes used sponges and
other objects to apply paint. Turner's paintings are
often characterized by their use of light and shadow.
He was able to create a sense of drama and atmosphere

in his paintings by using contrasting colors and values.
Turner's Legacy

Turner is considered to be one of the most important
and influential artists of the 19th century. His work has
had a profound impact on the development of
landscape painting, and he is still admired by artists

and art lovers today.

Turner's paintings are held in collections all over the
world, and they continue to be exhibited in major
museums and galleries. His work has been the subject
of numerous books and articles, and he is considered to

be one of the greatest British artists of all time.
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Chapter 1: European Watercolor

Masters

Topic 3: Claude Monet

Claude Monet was a French impressionist painter who
is considered one of the founders of the movement. He
is best known for his paintings of landscapes and water
lilies, which often capture the changing effects of light

and atmosphere.

Monet was born in Paris in 1840. He began painting at
a young age, and by the time he was 18, he was
studying at the Académie des Beaux-Arts. Monet was
initially influenced by the Barbizon School of painters,
who were known for their naturalistic landscapes.
However, he soon began to develop his own unique
style, which was characterized by its use of bright

colors and loose brushwork.

In 1874, Monet and a group of other artists held the

first Impressionist exhibition in Paris. The exhibition
14



was a critical and commercial failure, but it marked the
beginning of a new era in art history. Monet and the
other Impressionists continued to exhibit their work
together, and they eventually gained recognition for

their innovative approach to painting.

Monet's paintings are often characterized by their
sense of movement and light. He was particularly
skilled at capturing the changing effects of the weather
and the seasons. Monet's paintings are also known for
their use of color. He often used bright, contrasting

colors to create a sense of vibrancy and energy.

Monet's work has been exhibited in museums and
galleries around the world. He is considered one of the
most important and influential artists of the 19th
century. His paintings continue to be admired for their
beauty and their ability to capture the beauty of the

natural world.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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