
Recollections and Reflections

Introduction

Pasquale  De  Marco,  a  Cuban  exile  who  left  his 

homeland in the early days of Fidel Castro's regime, has 

written a deeply personal and moving account of the 

Cuban exile  experience.  Recollections and Reflections 

tells the story of the hundreds of thousands of Cubans 

who  fled  their  homeland  in  the  wake  of  the  Cuban 

Revolution,  and  the  challenges  they  faced  as  they 

rebuilt their lives in a foreign land.

Pasquale De Marco draws on his own experiences as an 

exile  to  provide  a  unique  perspective  on  the  Cuban 

exile experience. He writes about the pain of leaving 

his  homeland,  the  challenges  of  adapting  to  a  new 

culture,  and the search for identity.  He also explores 

the impact of exile on families, the role of the Cuban 
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diaspora in the struggle for a free Cuba, and the future 

of Cuba.

Recollections  and  Reflections  is  a  powerful  and 

evocative  account  of  the  Cuban  exile  experience. 

Pasquale De Marco writes with a deep understanding 

of the human condition, and his book is a testament to 

the resilience and strength of the Cuban people.

In  Recollections  and  Reflections,  Pasquale  De  Marco 

has created a valuable resource for anyone interested 

in the Cuban exile experience. His book is a must-read 

for  anyone  who  wants  to  understand  the  history  of 

Cuba, the Cuban Revolution, and the impact of exile on 

individuals and families.

Recollections and Reflections is a timely and important 

book.  As  the  world  grapples  with  the  challenges  of 

mass  migration,  Pasquale  De  Marco's  book  offers  a 

valuable  perspective  on  the  experiences  of  refugees 

and exiles. Recollections and Reflections is a powerful 
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reminder  of  the  human cost  of  war  and oppression, 

and it is a call for compassion and understanding.
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Book Description

Recollections  and  Reflections is  a  powerful  and 

evocative  account  of  the  Cuban  exile  experience. 

Pasquale  De  Marco,  a  Cuban  exile  who  left  his 

homeland in  the early  days  of  Fidel  Castro's  regime, 

writes  with  a  deep  understanding  of  the  human 

condition. His book is a testament to the resilience and 

strength of the Cuban people.

Recollections  and  Reflections tells  the  story  of  the 

hundreds  of  thousands  of  Cubans  who  fled  their 

homeland  in  the  wake  of  the  Cuban  Revolution. 

Pasquale De Marco draws on his own experiences as an 

exile to provide a unique perspective on the challenges 

they faced as they rebuilt their lives in a foreign land. 

He writes about the pain of leaving one's homeland, the 

challenges of adapting to a new culture, and the search 

for identity.
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Pasquale De Marco also explores the impact of exile 

on  families,  the  role  of  the  Cuban  diaspora  in  the 

struggle  for  a  free  Cuba,  and  the  future  of  Cuba. 

Recollections  and  Reflections is  a  must-read  for 

anyone who wants to understand the history of Cuba, 

the  Cuban  Revolution,  and  the  impact  of  exile  on 

individuals and families.

Recollections  and  Reflections is  a  timely  and 

important  book.  As  the  world  grapples  with  the 

challenges  of  mass  migration,  Pasquale  De  Marco's 

book offers a valuable perspective on the experiences 

of refugees and exiles.  Recollections and Reflections 

is a powerful reminder of the human cost of war and 

oppression,  and  it  is  a  call  for  compassion  and 

understanding.

In  Recollections and Reflections, Pasquale De Marco 

has created a valuable resource for anyone interested 

in the Cuban exile experience. His book is a testament 
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to the power of the human spirit, and it is a reminder 

of the importance of freedom and democracy.
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Chapter 1: The Crucible of Change

The Dawn of a New Era

The year 1959 marked the dawn of a new era in Cuba. 

Fidel  Castro,  a  young  and  charismatic  revolutionary, 

had  overthrown  the  US-backed  dictator  Fulgencio 

Batista  and  seized  power.  Castro  promised  to  bring 

about a new era of social justice and economic equality, 

and many Cubans were hopeful for the future.

However, Castro's revolution soon took a dark turn. He 

began to suppress dissent and consolidate his power. 

He  nationalized  businesses  and  industries,  and  he 

aligned  Cuba  with  the  Soviet  Union.  Thousands  of 

Cubans who opposed Castro's regime were imprisoned, 

tortured, or executed.

The Cuban Revolution had a profound impact on the 

lives of all Cubans. Those who supported Castro were 

filled with hope and optimism. They believed that he 

would  lead  Cuba  to  a  better  future.  However,  those 
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who  opposed  Castro  were  filled  with  fear  and 

uncertainty. They knew that their lives would never be 

the same.

The Dawn of a New Era was a time of great change and 

upheaval in Cuba. It was a time of hope and fear, of 

dreams  and  nightmares.  It  was  a  time  that  would 

forever change the course of Cuban history.

As the revolution progressed,  Castro's  grip on power 

grew  stronger.  He  established  a  one-party  state  and 

suppressed all forms of dissent. He also implemented a 

series of economic policies that led to shortages of food 

and other basic necessities.

Many Cubans began to realize that the revolution had 

not  brought  about  the  changes  they  had  hoped  for. 

They were disillusioned with Castro's regime and they 

began to leave the country in search of a better life.

The Cuban exile community grew rapidly in the years 

after the revolution. Cubans fled to the United States, 
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Spain,  Mexico,  and other  countries.  They left  behind 

their homes, their families, and their friends.

The  Cuban  exile  community  is  a  diverse  group  of 

people  who  come  from  all  walks  of  life.  They  are 

doctors, lawyers, teachers, engineers, and artists. They 

are young and old, men and women, black and white.

Despite their differences, Cuban exiles share a common 

bond: they all left Cuba because they believed that they 

could not live freely under Castro's regime. They are all 

hopeful  for  a  better  future  for  Cuba,  and  they  all 

believe that one day they will be able to return to their 

homeland.
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Chapter 1: The Crucible of Change

The Seeds of Revolution

The Cuban Revolution did not come out of nowhere. It 

was  the  culmination  of  decades  of  social,  economic, 

and  political  unrest  on  the  island.  Corruption  and 

poverty  were  widespread,  and  the  gap  between  the 

rich and the poor was growing wider. The United States 

had a strong influence on Cuba's economy and politics, 

and many Cubans resented this foreign interference.

The seeds of  revolution were sown in the early 20th 

century. In 1933, a group of young military officers led 

by  Fulgencio  Batista  overthrew  the  government  of 

Gerardo  Machado.  Batista  established  a  dictatorship 

that  was  corrupt  and  repressive.  In  the  years  that 

followed,  there  were  several  attempts  to  overthrow 

Batista's government, but they were all unsuccessful.

In 1952, Batista staged a coup d'état and seized power 

once  again.  This  time,  he  was  determined to  stay  in 
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power  at  all  costs.  He  cracked down on dissent  and 

suspended the constitution. Many Cubans began to lose 

hope for a peaceful transition to democracy.

In the mid-1950s, a young lawyer named Fidel Castro 

emerged  as  a  leader  of  the  opposition  to  Batista's 

dictatorship.  Castro  was  a  charismatic  and articulate 

speaker.  He  spoke  to  the  hopes  and  dreams  of  the 

Cuban people.  He  promised  to  bring  democracy  and 

social justice to Cuba.

Castro  and  his  followers  launched  a  guerrilla  war 

against  Batista's  government in 1956.  The war lasted 

for two years and ended with Batista's  overthrow in 

1959. Castro and his followers then established a new 

government in Cuba.

The Cuban Revolution was a watershed event in Cuban 

history.  It  brought  about  a  profound  change  in  the 

country's political, social, and economic landscape. The 

revolution also had a major impact on the United States 

and the rest of the world.
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Chapter 1: The Crucible of Change

The Rise of Fidel Castro

Fidel Castro was born in 1926 to a wealthy family in 

eastern Cuba.  He attended the University  of  Havana, 

where he became involved in politics and joined the 

Communist  Party.  After  graduating,  he  traveled  to 

Mexico, where he met Ernesto "Che" Guevara.

In 1956,  Castro returned to Cuba and led a group of 

rebels  in  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  overthrow  the 

government  of  Fulgencio  Batista.  After  two  years  of 

fighting  in  the  Sierra  Maestra  mountains,  Castro's 

forces finally defeated Batista in 1959.

Castro's  victory  was  a  major  turning point  in  Cuban 

history.  He  quickly  established  a  communist 

government and began to implement a series of radical 

reforms, including the nationalization of industry and 

the collectivization of agriculture.
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Castro's  reforms  were  met  with  both  support  and 

resistance  from  the  Cuban  people.  Some  Cubans 

welcomed the changes, seeing them as a step towards a 

more  just  and  equitable  society.  Others  opposed 

Castro's policies, fearing that they would lead to a loss 

of freedom and economic opportunity.

Despite the opposition, Castro remained in power for 

over 40 years. He presided over a period of significant 

economic  and social  change in  Cuba,  but  his  regime 

was  also  marked  by  political  repression  and  human 

rights abuses.

Castro's  legacy  is  complex  and  controversial.  He  is 

admired  by  some  for  his  role  in  leading  Cuba  to 

independence  from  the  United  States  and  for  his 

commitment  to  social  justice.  However,  he  is  also 

criticized for his authoritarian rule and his suppression 

of dissent.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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