
The Saga of Local Governance

Introduction

Local  government  is  the  level  of  government  that  is 

closest  to  the  people.  It  is  responsible  for  providing 

essential  services,  such as  police  and fire  protection, 

garbage  collection,  and  road  maintenance.  Local 

governments also play a role in promoting economic 

development, regulating land use, and planning for the 

future.

The structure of local government varies from state to 

state. In some states, the mayor is the head of the local 

government, while in other states, the city manager is 

the  chief  executive.  The  mayor  and  city  council  are 

typically responsible for setting policy,  while the city 

manager is responsible for carrying out those policies.
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Local  governments  are  funded  through  a  variety  of 

sources, including property taxes, sales taxes, and fees. 

The amount  of  revenue that  a  local  government  has 

available  to  spend  depends  on  the  size  of  the 

community, the wealth of the residents, and the level of 

services that are provided.

Local governments play an important role in the lives 

of  their  residents.  They  provide  essential  services, 

promote economic development, and regulate land use. 

Local governments also play a role in planning for the 

future  and  addressing  the  challenges  that  their 

communities face.

In recent years, local governments have been facing a 

number of challenges, including:

 Rising  costs:  The  cost  of  providing  essential 

services  is  rising,  while  the  revenue  that  local 

governments  have  available  to  spend  is  not 

keeping pace.
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 Changing  demographics:  The  population  of  the 

United States is becoming more diverse, and this 

is changing the needs of local governments.

 Climate  change:  Local  governments  are  on  the 

front  lines  of  climate  change,  and  they  are 

having to deal with the impacts of sea level rise, 

more  extreme  weather  events,  and  other 

climate-related challenges.

Despite these challenges, local governments continue to 

play a  vital  role  in  the lives  of  their  residents.  They 

provide  essential  services,  promote  economic 

development,  and  regulate  land  use.  Local 

governments also play a role in planning for the future 

and addressing the challenges that their communities 

face.
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Book Description

The  Saga  of  Local  Governance:  A  Comprehensive 

Guide to the Structure, Functions, and Challenges of 

Local Government in the United States

Local  government  is  the  level  of  government  that  is 

closest  to  the  people.  It  is  responsible  for  providing 

essential  services,  such as  police  and fire  protection, 

garbage  collection,  and  road  maintenance.  Local 

governments also play a role in promoting economic 

development, regulating land use, and planning for the 

future.

The  Saga  of  Local  Governance provides  a 

comprehensive  overview  of  the  structure,  functions, 

and  challenges  of  local  government  in  the  United 

States. This book is essential reading for anyone who 

wants to understand how local government works and 

how it affects their lives.
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The Saga of Local Governance covers a wide range of 

topics, including:

 The different types of local governments

 The structure of local government

 The functions of local government

 Local government finance

 Local government and the law

 Local government and the environment

 Local government and social services

 Local government and education

 Local government and transportation

 The future of local government

The Saga of Local Governance is  written in a clear 

and concise style, making it accessible to readers of all 

backgrounds.  This  book  is  also  up-to-date  with  the 

latest developments in local government, making it an 

essential  resource  for  anyone  who  wants  to  stay 

informed about this important topic.
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Whether  you  are  a  student,  a  public  official,  or  a 

concerned citizen,  The Saga of Local Governance is 

the  perfect  book  for  you.  This  book  will  help  you 

understand how local  government works and how it 

affects your life. 
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Chapter 1: Setting the Stage

Local Governance: An Introduction

Local  governance  is  the  level  of  government  that  is 

closest  to  the  people.  It  is  responsible  for  providing 

essential  services,  such as  police  and fire  protection, 

garbage  collection,  and  road  maintenance.  Local 

governments also play a role in promoting economic 

development, regulating land use, and planning for the 

future.

The structure of local government varies from state to 

state. In some states, the mayor is the head of the local 

government, while in other states, the city manager is 

the  chief  executive.  The  mayor  and  city  council  are 

typically responsible for setting policy,  while the city 

manager is responsible for carrying out those policies.

Local  governments  are  funded  through  a  variety  of 

sources, including property taxes, sales taxes, and fees. 

The amount  of  revenue that  a  local  government  has 
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available  to  spend  depends  on  the  size  of  the 

community, the wealth of the residents, and the level of 

services that are provided.

Local governments play an important role in the lives 

of  their  residents.  They  provide  essential  services, 

promote economic development, and regulate land use. 

Local governments also play a role in planning for the 

future  and  addressing  the  challenges  that  their 

communities face.

In recent years, local governments have been facing a 

number of challenges, including:

 Rising  costs:  The  cost  of  providing  essential 

services  is  rising,  while  the  revenue  that  local 

governments  have  available  to  spend  is  not 

keeping pace.

 Changing  demographics:  The  population  of  the 

United States is becoming more diverse, and this 

is changing the needs of local governments.

8



 Climate  change:  Local  governments  are  on  the 

front  lines  of  climate  change,  and  they  are 

having to deal with the impacts of sea level rise, 

more  extreme  weather  events,  and  other 

climate-related challenges.

Despite these challenges, local governments continue to 

play a  vital  role  in  the lives  of  their  residents.  They 

provide  essential  services,  promote  economic 

development,  and  regulate  land  use.  Local 

governments also play a role in planning for the future 

and addressing the challenges that their communities 

face.
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Chapter 1: Setting the Stage

The Role of Local Government in the U.S

Local  government  plays  a  vital  role  in  the  lives  of 

Americans. It is the level of government that is closest 

to  the  people,  and  it  is  responsible  for  providing 

essential  services  that  residents  rely  on  every  day. 

These  services  include  police  and  fire  protection, 

garbage collection, road maintenance, and water and 

sewer service.

In  addition  to  providing  essential  services,  local 

governments also play a role in promoting economic 

development, regulating land use, and planning for the 

future.  They  also  work  to  protect  the  environment, 

provide social services, and promote public health and 

safety.

The structure of local government varies from state to 

state. In some states, the mayor is the head of the local 

government, while in other states, the city manager is 
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the  chief  executive.  The  mayor  and  city  council  are 

typically responsible for setting policy,  while the city 

manager is responsible for carrying out those policies.

Local  governments  are  funded  through  a  variety  of 

sources, including property taxes, sales taxes, and fees. 

The amount  of  revenue that  a  local  government  has 

available  to  spend  depends  on  the  size  of  the 

community, the wealth of the residents, and the level of 

services that are provided.

Local governments play an important role in the lives 

of Americans. They provide essential services, promote 

economic  development,  and  regulate  land  use.  They 

also work to protect  the environment,  provide social 

services, and promote public health and safety.

Local governments are facing a number of challenges, 

including  rising  costs,  changing  demographics,  and 

climate change. However, local governments continue 

to play a vital role in the lives of their residents, and 
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they  are  working  to  address  these  challenges  and 

continue to provide essential services.
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Chapter 1: Setting the Stage

The History of Local Government

Local government has a long and storied history, dating 

back  to  the  earliest  days  of  human  civilization.  In 

ancient Greece,  city-states such as Athens and Sparta 

had well-developed systems of local government. These 

systems  were  responsible  for  providing  essential 

services,  such as water and sanitation, as well  as for 

managing the city's finances and defense.

In the Roman Empire, local government was organized 

into  provinces,  each  of  which  was  governed  by  a 

governor  appointed  by  the  emperor.  The  governors 

were  responsible  for  maintaining  law  and  order, 

collecting  taxes,  and building  and maintaining  roads 

and bridges.

In the Middle Ages,  local  government in Europe was 

often carried out by feudal lords. These lords had the 

power to levy taxes, dispense justice, and raise armies. 

13



In  some  cases,  they  also  had  the  power  to  grant 

charters  to  towns  and  cities,  which  gave  these 

communities a degree of self-government.

In the United States,  the history of  local  government 

can be traced back to the colonial era. The first local 

governments  in the colonies  were established by the 

English  colonists.  These  governments  were  typically 

modeled  on the  English  system of  local  government, 

with a mayor, council, and town meeting.

After  the  American  Revolution,  the  new  state 

governments  created  their  own  systems  of  local 

government. These systems varied from state to state, 

but  they  all  shared  some  common  features.  For 

example, most local governments in the United States 

have a mayor, a council, and a city manager or county 

administrator.

Local governments in the United States play a vital role 

in the lives of  their residents.  They provide essential 

services,  such  as  police  and  fire  protection,  garbage 
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collection, and road maintenance.  Local governments 

also play a role in promoting economic development, 

regulating land use, and planning for the future.

15



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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