Learning to Edutain: A Modern

Perspective

Introduction

Open education has emerged as a transformative force
in the educational landscape, challenging traditional
approaches to learning and offering new possibilities
for accessible, flexible, and inclusive education. In this
comprehensive book, Pasquale De Marco delves into
the world of open education, exploring its origins,

principles, and practices.

The journey begins with an exploration of open
education's historical roots and the key advocates who
shaped its philosophy. We examine the evolution of
open education concepts, tracing their development
from early experiments to contemporary models. This

chapter sets the stage for wunderstanding the



fundamental values and principles that underpin open
education, including social justice, equity, and the

democratization of knowledge.

Moving forward, we delve into the practical aspects of
implementing open education in various contexts. Case
studies of successful programs showcase innovative
approaches, highlighting the challenges and
opportunities encountered along the way. We
investigate the changing role of educators in open
education, examining the skills and competencies
required to navigate this dynamic learning

environment.

A critical examination of curriculum and assessment in
open education reveals the importance of designing
effective learning experiences that cater to diverse
learner needs. The integration of open educational
resources (OER) and the adoption of inclusive

assessment strategies are explored as key elements in



promoting equitable and meaningful learning

outcomes.

The intersection of open education and social justice is
a central theme throughout the book. We explore how
open education can address disparities in education,
promote access and equity, and empower marginalized
communities. The global perspectives on social justice
in education shed light on the importance of context
and the need for tailored approaches to achieving

educational equality.

Technology plays a pivotal role in open education,
enabling new modes of learning and expanding the
reach of education beyond traditional boundaries. We
examine the affordances of online learning platforms,
OER, and blended learning models, highlighting their
potential to enhance teaching and learning
experiences. The future of open education is explored

through the lens of emerging technologies, lifelong



learning, and the redefinition of education in the 21st

century.



Book Description

In a time when education is undergoing profound
transformations, Learning to Edutain: A Modern
Perspective emerges as an essential guide to navigating
the ever-evolving landscape of open education. This
comprehensive book delves into the principles,
practices, and challenges of open education, offering a

fresh perspective on the future of learning.

Pasquale De Marco takes readers on an enlightening
journey, exploring the historical roots of open
education and the key advocates who shaped its
philosophy. The book examines the evolution of open
education concepts, tracing their development from
early experiments to contemporary models. It sets the
stage for understanding the fundamental values and
principles that underpin open education, including
social justice, equity, and the democratization of

knowledge.



Moving forward, the book delves into the practical
aspects of implementing open education in various
contexts. Case studies of successful programs showcase
innovative approaches, highlighting the challenges and
opportunities encountered along the way. The
changing role of educators in open education is
examined, emphasizing the skills and competencies
required to navigate this dynamic learning

environment.

A critical examination of curriculum and assessment in
open education reveals the importance of designing
effective learning experiences that cater to diverse
learner needs. The integration of open educational
resources (OER) and the adoption of inclusive
assessment strategies are explored as key elements in
promoting equitable and meaningful learning

outcomes.

The intersection of open education and social justice is

a central theme throughout the book. It explores how



open education can address disparities in education,
promote access and equity, and empower marginalized
communities. The global perspectives on social justice
in education shed light on the importance of context
and the need for tailored approaches to achieving

educational equality.

Technology plays a pivotal role in open education,
enabling new modes of learning and expanding the
reach of education beyond traditional boundaries. The
book examines the affordances of online learning
platforms, OER, and blended learning models,
highlighting their potential to enhance teaching and
learning experiences. The future of open education is
explored through the lens of emerging technologies,
lifelong learning, and the redefinition of education in

the 21st century.



Chapter 1: Open Education Origins

Evolution of Open Education

The journey of open education has been a dynamic and
evolving one, marked by transformative ideas,
changing landscapes, and a persistent drive to
democratize access to knowledge. In this chapter, we
embark on a journey through the annals of open
education, tracing its historical roots, exploring the key
advocates who shaped its philosophy, and examining
the evolution of concepts that have driven its

development.

The origins of open education can be traced back to the
early 20th century, with pioneers like John Dewey and
Maria Montessori advocating for learner-centered
approaches to education. Their ideas laid the
foundation for progressive education movements,
which emphasized experiential learning, collaboration,

and individualized instruction. These early proponents



of open education believed in unlocking the potential
of every learner, regardless of their background or

circumstances.

In the mid-20th century, the concept of open education
gained momentum with the advent of distance learning
and correspondence courses. The Open University in
the United Kingdom, founded in 1969, became a
trailblazer in this field, offering flexible and accessible
education to students from diverse backgrounds. This
pioneering institution demonstrated the viability of
open education models and inspired similar initiatives

worldwide.

The 1970s and 1980s witnessed a surge of interest in
open education, fueled by technological advancements
and a growing awareness of social justice issues.
Advocates like Ivan Illich and Paulo Freire challenged
traditional educational structures, calling for more
equitable and inclusive approaches. Their writings

sparked discussions about the democratization of



knowledge and the need to break down barriers to

education.

The advent of the internet in the 1990s marked a
pivotal moment for open education. The World Wide
Web created unprecedented opportunities for sharing
and accessing educational resources on a global scale.
Open educational resources (OER), such as textbooks,
videos, and interactive simulations, became widely
available, empowering educators and learners to
create and customize learning materials that best

suited their needs.
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Chapter 1: Open Education Origins

Roots of Open Education

The roots of open education can be traced back to the
early 20th century, when pioneers in the field of
education began to question traditional approaches to
teaching and learning. These educators believed that
education should be accessible to all, regardless of their
socioeconomic status, location, or background. They
also advocated for a more learner-centered approach
to education, one that emphasized the importance of

active learning and collaboration.

One of the key figures in the early open education
movement was John Dewey, an American philosopher,
psychologist, and educational reformer. Dewey
believed that education should be a lifelong process
that takes place both inside and outside of the
classroom. He also emphasized the importance of

critical thinking and problem-solving skills.
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Another important figure in the open education
movement was Maria Montessori, an Italian physician
and educator. Montessori developed a method of
education that emphasized the importance of child-
centered learning. She believed that children learn best
when they are allowed to explore and discover their

world at their own pace.

The open education movement gained momentum in
the 1960s and 1970s, as a growing number of educators
became dissatisfied with the traditional, teacher-
centered approach to education. This led to the
development of a variety of open education programs
and schools, such as the Open University in the United
Kingdom and the Sudbury Valley School in

Massachusetts.

Today, open education is a global movement that is
transforming the way that people learn. Open
educational resources (OER) are freely available online,

and they can be used by anyone, anywhere. Open

12



education also includes online learning, blended
learning, and other innovative approaches to teaching

and learning.

The roots of open education are firmly planted in the
belief that education should be accessible to all,
regardless of their circumstances. Open education is a
powerful tool for promoting social justice and equity,
and it has the potential to transform the lives of

millions of people around the world.
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Chapter 1: Open Education Origins

Historical Educational Background

Educational history is replete with pedagogical shifts,
each leaving an indelible mark on the trajectory of
learning. Open education, with its emphasis on
accessibility, flexibility, and social justice, has its roots
deeply embedded in this rich tapestry of educational
evolution. To fully grasp the significance of open
education, it is essential to trace its historical roots and
understand the educational landscape that gave rise to

its emergence.

Open education finds its genesis in the progressive
education movement of the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. This movement, spearheaded by educational
reformers such as John Dewey and Maria Montessori,
advocated for a learner-centered approach to
education that emphasized hands-on experiences,

critical thinking, and social responsibility. Progressive
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educators believed that education should be adapted to
the needs of individual learners and that schools
should be more responsive to the changing needs of

society.

The influence of the progressive education movement
can be seen in the development of open education.
Open educators share the belief that learning should be
accessible to all, regardless of their background or
circumstances. They also emphasize the importance of
learner autonomy and the need for education to be

relevant to the real world.

In the mid-20th century, the open education movement
gained momentum with the advent of new
technologies, such as the internet and personal
computers. These technologies made it possible to
share educational resources and connect learners from
all over the world. This led to the development of
online learning platforms, open educational resources

(OER), and massive open online courses (MOOCs).
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The open education movement has continued to grow
in recent years, as more and more people have come to
appreciate the benefits of open education. Today, open
education is seen as a viable alternative to traditional
forms of education, and it is having a significant impact

on the way that people learn and teach.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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