The People's Court: A Critical

Examination

Introduction

The American justice system is in crisis. The costs are
too high, the outcomes are too uncertain, and the
system is too often stacked against the poor and the
powerless. In The People's Court: A Critical
Examination, Pasquale De Marco takes a hard look at
the problems facing our justice system and proposes

bold reforms to make it fairer and more just for all.

Pasquale De Marco begins by examining the role of the
media in shaping public opinion about crime and
justice. He argues that the media's sensationalistic
coverage of crime has created a climate of fear and
mistrust that makes it difficult for the justice system to

function properly. He also criticizes the media for its



role in promoting celebrity justice, a system in which
celebrities are treated differently than ordinary

citizens by the justice system.

Pasquale De Marco then turns his attention to the high
cost of justice. He argues that the exorbitant fees
charged by defense attorneys and the financial burden
on victims and their families are making it impossible
for many people to get justice. He also criticizes the
plea bargain system, which he says is often used to
pressure innocent people into pleading guilty to crimes

they did not commit.

In the second half of the book, Pasquale De Marco
proposes a number of reforms to address the problems
facing the justice system. He calls for a more diverse
and representative jury system, an end to the death
penalty, and a reduction in mass incarceration. He also
proposes a number of reforms to the plea bargain

system and the way that defense attorneys are paid.



Pasquale De Marco concludes by arguing that the
future of justice in America depends on the people. He
calls on citizens to become more involved in the justice
system and to demand reforms that will make it fairer

and more just for all.

The People's Court: A Critical Examination is a
powerful and provocative book that challenges us to
rethink the way we think about crime and justice in
America. Pasquale De Marco offers a clear-eyed
assessment of the problems facing our justice system
and proposes bold reforms to make it fairer and more

just for all.



Book Description

The People's Court: A Critical Examination examines
the problems facing the American justice system and
proposes bold reforms to make it fairer and more just

for all.

Pasquale De Marco begins by examining the role of the
media in shaping public opinion about crime and
justice. He argues that the media's sensationalistic
coverage of crime has created a climate of fear and
mistrust that makes it difficult for the justice system to
function properly. He also criticizes the media for its
role in promoting celebrity justice, a system in which
celebrities are treated differently than ordinary

citizens by the justice system.

Pasquale De Marco then turns his attention to the high
cost of justice. He argues that the exorbitant fees
charged by defense attorneys and the financial burden

on victims and their families are making it impossible



for many people to get justice. He also criticizes the
plea bargain system, which he says is often used to
pressure innocent people into pleading guilty to crimes

they did not commit.

In the second half of the book, Pasquale De Marco
proposes a number of reforms to address the problems
facing the justice system. He calls for a more diverse
and representative jury system, an end to the death
penalty, and a reduction in mass incarceration. He also
proposes a number of reforms to the plea bargain

system and the way that defense attorneys are paid.

Pasquale De Marco concludes by arguing that the
future of justice in America depends on the people. He
calls on citizens to become more involved in the justice
system and to demand reforms that will make it fairer

and more just for all.

The People's Court: A Critical Examination is a
powerful and provocative book that challenges us to

rethink the way we think about crime and justice in
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America. Pasquale De Marco offers a clear-eyed
assessment of the problems facing our justice system

and proposes bold reforms to make it fairer and more

just for all.



Chapter 1: The People's Court

The rise of celebrity trials

Celebrity trials have become a staple of American
culture. From the O.]. Simpson trial in the 1990s to the
Johnny Depp v. Amber Heard trial in 2022, these trials
have captivated the public's attention and sparked
endless debates about race, class, gender, and the

justice system.

There are a number of factors that have contributed to
the rise of celebrity trials. One factor is the 24-hour
news cycle. With the advent of cable news and the
internet, the media is constantly hungry for new stories
to fill their airtime and websites. Celebrity trials
provide a steady stream of sensationalistic content that

is sure to attract viewers and readers.

Another factor that has contributed to the rise of
celebrity trials is the growth of social media. Social

media platforms such as Twitter and Facebook allow
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people to share their thoughts and opinions on current
events in real time. This has created a feedback loop in
which the media's coverage of celebrity trials drives
public interest, which in turn drives even more media

coverage.

The rise of celebrity trials has had a number of
negative consequences. One consequence is that it has
led to a decline in public trust in the justice system.
When celebrities are seen to be treated differently than
ordinary citizens, it undermines the public's faith in

the fairness of the system.

Another consequence of the rise of celebrity trials is
that it has made it more difficult for victims of crime to
get justice. When the media is focused on celebrity
trials, it can be difficult for victims of less newsworthy
crimes to get their stories heard. This can lead to a
sense of injustice and frustration for victims and their

families.



Despite the negative consequences, celebrity trials are
likely to continue to be a staple of American culture.
The public's fascination with celebrities is unlikely to
wane, and the media will continue to feed that
fascination by providing wall-to-wall coverage of

celebrity trials.

It is important to be aware of the negative
consequences of celebrity trials and to take steps to
mitigate them. One step that can be taken is to demand
that the media provide more balanced coverage of
celebrity trials. Another step 1is to support
organizations that provide legal assistance to victims of
crime. By taking these steps, we can help to ensure that

the justice system remains fair and accessible to all.



Chapter 1: The People's Court

The role of the media in shaping public
opinion

The media plays a powerful role in shaping public
opinion about crime and justice. Through their
coverage of crime stories, the media can influence the
way that people think about crime, criminals, and the

justice system.

The media's coverage of crime is often sensationalistic
and biased, which can lead to inaccurate and distorted
perceptions of crime and justice. For example, the
media tends to focus on violent crimes, which are more
likely to attract viewers and readers. This can lead
people to believe that violent crime is more common

than it actually is.

The media also tends to portray criminals in a negative
light. Criminals are often depicted as being dangerous
and violent, which can lead people to fear and distrust
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them. This can make it difficult for criminals to
reintegrate into society after they have served their

sentences.

The media's coverage of the justice system is also often
biased. The media tends to focus on high-profile cases,
which are more likely to attract viewers and readers.
This can lead people to believe that the justice system is

unfair and that it favors the wealthy and powerful.

The media's coverage of crime and justice can have a
number of negative consequences. It can lead to
inaccurate and distorted perceptions of crime and
justice, it can make it difficult for criminals to
reintegrate into society, and it can undermine public

trust in the justice system.

It is important to be aware of the media's role in
shaping public opinion about crime and justice. We
should be critical of the media's coverage of crime and
justice, and we should not let it influence our opinions

about these important issues.
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Chapter 1: The People's Court

The impact of social media on the justice

system

Social media has become a ubiquitous part of our lives.
We use it to stay connected with friends and family, to
share our thoughts and experiences, and to get news
and information. But social media also has a dark side.
It can be used to spread misinformation, to harass and

bully others, and to incite violence.

The impact of social media on the justice system is still
being studied, but there is no doubt that it is having a

significant effect. Social media can be used to:

e Spread misinformation about crimes and trials.
e Harass and bully victims, witnesses, and jurors.
¢ Incite violence and unrest.

e Interfere with investigations and trials.
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In one recent case, a man was acquitted of murder
after his defense attorney used social media to discredit
the victim. The defense attorney posted photos of the
victim on social media, along with comments that
suggested that the victim was a drug dealer and a
prostitute. The jury acquitted the defendant, even
though there was strong evidence that he had

committed the murder.

This case is just one example of how social media can
be used to interfere with the justice system. As social
media becomes more and more prevalent, it is likely

that we will see more cases like this.

It is important to be aware of the potential impact of
social media on the justice system. We need to be
careful about what we post on social media, and we
need to be critical of the information that we see on
social media. We also need to support laws and policies
that protect the justice system from the harmful effects

of social media.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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