
The French State That Spies

Introduction

The French intelligence agency known as the Direction 

Générale de la Sécurité Extérieure (DGSE) is one of the 

most  secretive  and  powerful  organizations  in  the 

world. For decades, the DGSE has played a vital role in 

protecting  France's  national  security,  from  the  Cold 

War era to the present day.

In recent years, the DGSE has come under increasing 

scrutiny for  its  alleged involvement  in  human rights 

abuses and its role in the global surveillance network 

known  as  "Frenchelon."  However,  despite  the 

controversy, the DGSE remains a vital part of France's 

security apparatus and is likely to continue to play a 

major role in shaping the country's future.
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This book provides a comprehensive overview of the 

DGSE, from its humble beginnings to its current status 

as  one  of  the  world's  most  respected  intelligence 

agencies.  The book draws on interviews with former 

DGSE  agents,  government  officials,  and  intelligence 

experts to provide a unique insider's perspective on the 

agency's operations, capabilities, and challenges.

The book also examines the DGSE's role in some of the 

most  important  events  in  French  history,  from  the 

Algerian War to the present day. The book argues that 

the DGSE has often been a force for good, but it has also 

made some serious mistakes.

Overall, the book provides a balanced and informative 

look at  the DGSE,  one of  the world's  most  important 

intelligence agencies. The book is essential reading for 

anyone  interested  in  French  history,  intelligence,  or 

national security.
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Book Description

From the humble beginnings of the Bureau Central de 

Renseignement et d'Action (BCRA) during World War II 

to  its  current  status  as  one  of  the  world's  most 

respected intelligence agencies, the Direction Générale 

de la Sécurité Extérieure (DGSE) has played a vital role 

in protecting France's national security.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the 

DGSE, from its clandestine operations during the Cold 

War to its role in the fight against terrorism in the 21st 

century.  The  book  draws  on  interviews  with  former 

DGSE  agents,  government  officials,  and  intelligence 

experts to provide a unique insider's perspective on the 

agency's operations, capabilities, and challenges.

The book also examines the DGSE's role in some of the 

most  important  events  in  French  history,  from  the 

Algerian War to the present day. The book argues that 
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the DGSE has often been a force for good, but it has also 

made some serious mistakes.

Overall, the book provides a balanced and informative 

look at  the DGSE,  one of  the world's  most  important 

intelligence agencies. The book is essential reading for 

anyone  interested  in  French  history,  intelligence,  or 

national security.

The book is divided into ten chapters,  each of which 

focuses  on  a  different  aspect  of  the  DGSE.  The  first 

chapter provides a brief history of the agency, from its 

humble beginnings to its current status as one of the 

world's  most  respected  intelligence  agencies.  The 

second  chapter  examines  the  DGSE's  structure  and 

organization,  while  the  third  chapter  discusses  the 

agency's human resources and training.

The fourth chapter focuses on the DGSE's operational 

capabilities,  including  its  intelligence  collection, 

analysis,  and  dissemination  capabilities.  The  fifth 

chapter examines the DGSE's role in counterterrorism, 
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while  the  sixth  chapter  discusses  the  agency's 

involvement in other national security issues, such as 

cyberwarfare and counterintelligence.

The seventh chapter examines the DGSE's relationship 

with  the  French  government  and  other  intelligence 

agencies,  while  the  eighth  chapter  discusses  the 

agency's future challenges. The ninth chapter provides 

a case study of the DGSE's involvement in the Algerian 

War,  while  the  tenth  chapter  provides  a  concluding 

assessment  of  the  agency's  role  in  French  national 

security.
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Chapter 1: The Phoenix Rises

The DGSE's Humble Beginnings

France has  a  long and storied history of  intelligence 

gathering,  dating  back  to  the  days  of  the  Sun  King, 

Louis XIV. However, the DGSE, in its modern form, is a 

relatively  young  organization,  founded  in  1982  by 

President François Mitterrand.

The  DGSE  was  created  in  response  to  a  number  of 

factors, including the growing threat of terrorism, the 

collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union,  and  the  increasing 

sophistication  of  global  intelligence  networks. 

Mitterrand believed that France needed a centralized 

intelligence  agency  that  could  collect  and  analyze 

information from around the world and provide timely 

and accurate assessments to policymakers.

The DGSE's early years were marked by a number of 

challenges.  The  agency  was  underfunded  and 

understaffed, and it lacked the technical capabilities of 

6



its more established counterparts, such as the CIA and 

MI6.  However,  the  DGSE  quickly  proved  its  worth, 

playing a key role in the fight against  terrorism and 

other threats to French national security.

One of the DGSE's most notable early successes was the 

1985  bombing  of  the  Greenpeace  ship  Rainbow 

Warrior.  The  Rainbow  Warrior  was  sunk  by  DGSE 

agents  in  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  in  an  attempt  to 

prevent it from protesting French nuclear testing in the 

Pacific.  The  bombing  resulted  in  the  death  of  one 

Greenpeace activist and led to a major diplomatic crisis 

between France and New Zealand.

Despite  the  Rainbow  Warrior  affair,  the  DGSE 

continued to grow and develop in the 1980s and 1990s. 

The  agency  played  a  key  role  in  the  fight  against 

terrorism,  including  the  1989  bombing  of  the  UTA 

Flight  772 and the 1995 bombing of  the Paris  Métro. 

The  DGSE  also  played  a  key  role  in  the  French 

intervention in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the 1990s.
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Today,  the  DGSE  is  one  of  the  most  respected 

intelligence  agencies  in  the  world.  The agency has  a 

global reach and a wide range of capabilities, including 

human  intelligence,  signals  intelligence,  and 

cyberintelligence.  The  DGSE  is  also  responsible  for 

protecting French citizens and interests abroad.

The  DGSE's  mission  is  to  protect  France  from  all 

threats, foreign and domestic. The agency plays a vital 

role in ensuring the security of the French people and 

their interests.
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Chapter 1: The Phoenix Rises

The Shadowy World of French Intelligence

The French intelligence agency known as the Direction 

Générale de la Sécurité Extérieure (DGSE) is one of the 

most  secretive  and  powerful  organizations  in  the 

world. For decades, the DGSE has played a vital role in 

protecting  France's  national  security,  from  the  Cold 

War era to the present day.

The  DGSE  is  responsible  for  a  wide  range  of 

intelligence  activities,  including  espionage, 

counterintelligence, and covert operations. The agency 

has a global reach, with offices in over 100 countries. 

The DGSE's agents are highly trained and experienced 

professionals, and they are often called upon to operate 

in dangerous and hostile environments.

The DGSE has a long and storied history. The agency 

was founded in 1946, in the aftermath of World War II. 

The DGSE's early years were marked by a number of 
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high-profile  successes,  including  the  recruitment  of 

Soviet agents and the infiltration of the East German 

government.

In recent years, the DGSE has come under increasing 

scrutiny for  its  alleged involvement  in  human rights 

abuses and its role in the global surveillance network 

known  as  "Frenchelon."  However,  despite  the 

controversy, the DGSE remains a vital part of France's 

security apparatus and is likely to continue to play a 

major role in shaping the country's future.

The  DGSE's  headquarters  are  located  in  the  15th 

arrondissement  of  Paris.  The  agency's  building  is  a 

nondescript, gray structure that is heavily guarded. The 

DGSE's employees are known for their discretion, and 

they rarely speak to the press.

The DGSE's budget is a closely guarded secret, but it is 

estimated to be in the billions of dollars.  The agency 

has access to a wide range of resources, including state-

10



of-the-art  technology  and  a  network  of  informants 

around the world.

The DGSE is led by a director who is appointed by the 

President of France. The current director of the DGSE is 

Bernard Émié. Émié is a career intelligence officer who 

has served in a variety of positions within the DGSE.

The DGSE is  a  complex and fascinating organization. 

The  agency  plays  a  vital  role  in  protecting  France's 

national security, and it is likely to continue to do so for 

many years to come.
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Chapter 1: The Phoenix Rises

The Importance of Human Intelligence

Human  intelligence  (HUMINT)  is  the  collection  of 

information from human sources. It is one of the oldest 

and most important methods of intelligence gathering. 

HUMINT  can  be  used  to  collect  a  wide  range  of 

information,  including  political,  military,  economic, 

and social intelligence.

HUMINT  is  often  used  in  situations  where  other 

methods  of  intelligence  gathering,  such  as  signals 

intelligence (SIGINT)  or  imagery intelligence (IMINT), 

are not possible or effective. For example, HUMINT can 

be  used  to  collect  information  from  inside  a  hostile 

country or from a terrorist group.

HUMINT  officers  are  trained  to  collect  information 

from a variety of sources, including informants, agents, 

and  defectors.  They  may  also  use  a  variety  of 
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techniques to collect information, such as interviews, 

surveillance, and interrogation.

HUMINT  is  a  complex  and  challenging  discipline.  It 

requires  a  high  level  of  skill  and  training  to  collect 

accurate and reliable information. However, HUMINT 

can be a valuable source of information for intelligence 

agencies and policymakers.

In recent years, there has been a growing emphasis on 

the importance of HUMINT. This is due in part to the 

increasing  complexity  of  the  global  security 

environment. HUMINT is often the only way to collect 

information about emerging threats, such as terrorism 

and cyberwarfare.

The DGSE has a long and distinguished history of using 

HUMINT to collect intelligence. The agency's HUMINT 

officers have played a vital  role in protecting France 

from  a  variety  of  threats,  including  terrorism, 

organized crime, and nuclear proliferation.

13



The DGSE's HUMINT capabilities are among the best in 

the world. The agency's officers are highly trained and 

experienced. They are able to collect information from 

a variety of sources, including informants, agents, and 

defectors.

The DGSE's HUMINT capabilities are a valuable asset to 

France's national security. The agency's officers play a 

vital role in protecting France from a variety of threats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

19


	The French State That Spies
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: The Phoenix Rises
	The DGSE's Humble Beginnings

	Chapter 1: The Phoenix Rises
	The Shadowy World of French Intelligence

	Chapter 1: The Phoenix Rises
	The Importance of Human Intelligence

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

