
Standing  on  My  Chariot:  A  Poetic 

Journey

Introduction

In the realm of literature, repetition is a poetic device 

that has captivated readers and writers for centuries. 

Its  ability to create rhythm, emphasize meaning,  and 

evoke emotion has made it an indispensable tool in the 

hands  of  poets  seeking  to  craft  works  of  art  that 

resonate with their audience.

This book delves into the rich and multifaceted world 

of repetition in poetry, exploring its significance in the 

works of three towering figures of American literature: 

Walt  Whitman,  Wallace  Stevens,  and  John  Ashbery. 

Through a close examination of their poetry, we will 

uncover the diverse ways in which repetition can be 
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employed to achieve poetic effects, from the subtle to 

the profound.

Walt Whitman, with his expansive and inclusive style, 

embraced  repetition  as  a  means  of  capturing  the 

vastness and diversity of the American experience. His 

poems, such as "Song of Myself" and "Leaves of Grass," 

are characterized by their rhythmic incantations and 

the repetition of key words and phrases, which create a 

sense  of  unity  and  coherence  amidst  the  sprawling 

landscape of his verse.

Wallace  Stevens,  a  master  of  precision  and imagery, 

employed  repetition  to  explore  the  complexities  of 

modern life and the human condition. His poems, such 

as "Sunday Morning" and "The Emperor of Ice-Cream," 

are replete with repeated motifs, symbols, and sounds, 

which  weave  together  a  tapestry  of  meaning  that 

invites multiple interpretations.

John Ashbery, a pioneer of the avant-garde, pushed the 

boundaries  of  poetic  form and language.  His  poems, 
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such  as  "Self-Portrait  in  a  Convex  Mirror"  and  "The 

Skaters,"  are  characterized  by  their  fragmented  and 

elliptical  style,  in which repetition serves to create a 

sense  of  dislocation  and  uncertainty,  reflecting  the 

fragmented nature of contemporary experience.

By examining the work of these three poets, we gain a 

deeper understanding of the power and versatility of 

repetition  as  a  poetic  device.  We  will  explore  how 

repetition  can  be  used  to  create  rhythm,  emphasize 

meaning,  evoke emotion,  and shape poetic  form.  We 

will also consider the role of repetition in the broader 

context  of  literary  history  and  its  significance  in 

shaping the American poetic tradition.

Through this exploration, we will  come to appreciate 

the  enduring  legacy  of  repetition  in  poetry  and  its 

ability to capture the essence of the human experience 

in all its complexity and beauty.
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Book Description

In the realm of literature, repetition is a poetic device 

that has captivated readers and writers for centuries. 

Its  ability to create rhythm, emphasize meaning,  and 

evoke emotion has made it an indispensable tool in the 

hands  of  poets  seeking  to  craft  works  of  art  that 

resonate with their audience.

This book delves into the rich and multifaceted world 

of repetition in poetry, exploring its significance in the 

works of three towering figures of American literature: 

Walt  Whitman,  Wallace  Stevens,  and  John  Ashbery. 

Through  a  close  examination  of  their  poetry,  we 

uncover the diverse ways in which repetition can be 

employed to achieve poetic effects, from the subtle to 

the profound.

Walt Whitman, with his expansive and inclusive style, 

embraced  repetition  as  a  means  of  capturing  the 

vastness and diversity of the American experience. His 
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poems, such as "Song of Myself" and "Leaves of Grass," 

are characterized by their rhythmic incantations and 

the repetition of key words and phrases, which create a 

sense  of  unity  and  coherence  amidst  the  sprawling 

landscape of his verse.

Wallace  Stevens,  a  master  of  precision  and imagery, 

employed  repetition  to  explore  the  complexities  of 

modern life and the human condition. His poems, such 

as "Sunday Morning" and "The Emperor of Ice-Cream," 

are replete with repeated motifs, symbols, and sounds, 

which  weave  together  a  tapestry  of  meaning  that 

invites multiple interpretations.

John Ashbery, a pioneer of the avant-garde, pushed the 

boundaries  of  poetic  form and language.  His  poems, 

such  as  "Self-Portrait  in  a  Convex  Mirror"  and  "The 

Skaters,"  are  characterized  by  their  fragmented  and 

elliptical  style,  in which repetition serves to create a 

sense  of  dislocation  and  uncertainty,  reflecting  the 

fragmented nature of contemporary experience.
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By examining the work of these three poets, we gain a 

deeper understanding of the power and versatility of 

repetition  as  a  poetic  device.  We  explore  how 

repetition  can  be  used  to  create  rhythm,  emphasize 

meaning,  evoke emotion,  and shape poetic  form.  We 

also  consider  the  role  of  repetition  in  the  broader 

context  of  literary  history  and  its  significance  in 

shaping the American poetic tradition.

Through this  exploration,  we come to appreciate  the 

enduring legacy of repetition in poetry and its ability to 

capture the essence of the human experience in all its 

complexity and beauty.
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Chapter 1: Unveiling Poetic Rhythms

The Essence of Repetition in Poetry

In  the  realm  of  poetry,  repetition  is  a  versatile  and 

evocative device that poets have employed throughout 

history to achieve a wide range of effects. Its essence 

lies  in  the  deliberate  reiteration  of  words,  phrases, 

sounds, or structures, creating a rhythmic pattern that 

captivates the reader's ear and mind.

Repetition can serve as a foundation for poetic rhythm, 

establishing  a  steady  beat  or  pulse  that  propels  the 

poem  forward.  The  repetition  of  certain  words  or 

phrases  at  regular  intervals  creates  a  sense  of 

momentum and energy,  drawing the reader  into  the 

poet's world.

Beyond  rhythm,  repetition  can  also  be  used  to 

emphasize  key  ideas  or  images,  allowing  them  to 

resonate more deeply with the reader. By repeating a 

particular  word  or  phrase,  poets  can  underscore  its 
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significance, driving it home and ensuring that it leaves 

a lasting impression on the reader's consciousness.

Furthermore, repetition can be used to create a sense 

of  unity  and  coherence  within  a  poem.  By  weaving 

repeated  elements  throughout  the  text,  poets  can 

establish  connections  between  different  sections  or 

stanzas, tying them together into a cohesive whole. This 

technique can help to create a sense of completeness 

and satisfaction for the reader.

In  addition  to  its  structural  and  rhythmic  functions, 

repetition  can  also  be  used  to  evoke  emotion  and 

atmosphere. Through the repetition of certain words or 

phrases,  poets  can  create  a  mood  or  feeling  that 

permeates the entire poem. For example, the repetition 

of  dark  and  somber  imagery  can  create  a  sense  of 

melancholy  or  foreboding,  while  the  repetition  of 

bright and cheerful words can evoke a sense of joy or 

optimism.
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Moreover,  repetition  can  be  used  to  explore  the 

nuances of language and meaning. By repeating words 

or  phrases  in  different  contexts  or  with  slightly 

different  variations,  poets  can  shed  light  on  the 

multiple layers of meaning that language contains. This 

technique can encourage readers to delve deeper into 

the poem, examining the subtle shifts in meaning and 

connotation that repetition can reveal.

In essence, the essence of repetition in poetry lies in its 

ability  to  shape  rhythm,  emphasize  meaning,  create 

unity,  evoke  emotion,  and  explore  the  nuances  of 

language.  It  is  a  powerful  tool  that  poets  can use  to 

craft  poems  that  resonate  with  readers  on  multiple 

levels.
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Chapter 1: Unveiling Poetic Rhythms

Walt Whitman's Expansive Embrace

Walt  Whitman,  the  bard  of  democracy  and  the 

American spirit, embraced repetition as a poetic device 

with  an  expansive  and  inclusive  fervor.  His  poetry, 

characterized  by  its  sweeping  lines  and  rhythmic 

incantations,  sought  to  capture  the  vastness  and 

diversity of the American experience.

Whitman's  use of  repetition is  evident in his  famous 

collection "Leaves of Grass," which is a celebration of 

the American landscape, its people, and its democratic 

ideals. In poems such as "Song of Myself" and "Crossing 

Brooklyn Ferry," Whitman employs repetition to create 

a sense of unity and coherence amidst the sprawling 

panorama of his verse.

One  of  the  key  ways  in  which  Whitman  utilizes 

repetition is through the anaphora, or the repetition of 

a word or phrase at the beginning of successive lines or 
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clauses. This technique creates a sense of rhythm and 

momentum,  propelling  the  reader  through the  poem 

and emphasizing the importance of the repeated words 

or phrases.

Another  technique  employed  by  Whitman  is  the 

parallel  structure,  in  which  similar  grammatical 

structures are repeated in successive lines or clauses. 

This creates a sense of balance and symmetry, adding 

to the overall musicality of the poem.

Whitman  also  uses  repetition  to  create  a  sense  of 

intimacy and connection with the reader. By repeating 

certain  words  or  phrases,  he  invites  the  reader  to 

participate in the poem's journey, to become immersed 

in its sights, sounds, and emotions.

Furthermore, Whitman's use of repetition reflects his 

belief  in  the  interconnectedness  of  all  things.  By 

repeating words and phrases, he suggests that there is 

a  underlying  unity  that  binds  together  the  diverse 

elements of the universe.
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Ultimately, Whitman's expansive embrace of repetition 

serves  to  create  a  poetry  that  is  both  grand  and 

intimate, that captures the sweep of American history 

and the inner lives of its people. His use of repetition is 

a testament to his belief in the power of language to 

unite and inspire.
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Chapter 1: Unveiling Poetic Rhythms

Wallace Stevens's Exquisite Patterns

Wallace  Stevens,  a  master  of  poetic  craft,  employed 

repetition as a key element in his exquisite patterns of 

language and imagery. His poems are characterized by 

a meticulous attention to rhythm, sound, and form, and 

repetition serves as a powerful tool in his arsenal of 

poetic techniques.

Stevens's use of repetition is often subtle and nuanced, 

creating a sense of  rhythm and flow that carries the 

reader  through  his  poems.  In  his  poem  "Sunday 

Morning," for instance, he repeats the word "morning" 

seven  times,  creating  a  rhythmic  incantation  that 

evokes the peace and tranquility of the Sabbath. The 

repetition  of  the  word  "morning"  also  serves  to 

emphasize the cyclical nature of time and the beauty of 

the natural world.
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In  addition  to  creating  rhythm,  Stevens  also  uses 

repetition  to  emphasize  key  words  and  phrases, 

thereby highlighting their  significance and emotional 

impact.  In his  poem "The Emperor of  Ice-Cream,"  he 

repeats the line "The only emperor is the emperor of 

ice-cream" three times, imbuing the image of the ice-

cream emperor with a sense of authority and grandeur. 

The  repetition  of  this  line  also  creates  a  sense  of 

mystery and intrigue, inviting the reader to ponder the 

deeper meaning behind Stevens's imagery.

Stevens's use of repetition is not limited to individual 

words  and phrases.  He also  employs  repetition on a 

larger  scale,  creating  patterns  of  imagery  and 

symbolism  that  echo  and  reinforce  each  other 

throughout his poems. In his poem "Sea Surface Full of 

Clouds," for example, he repeats the image of the sea 

and the clouds in  various  forms,  creating a  sense of 

unity  and  coherence  amidst  the  poem's  shifting  and 

fragmented landscape.
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Through his exquisite use of repetition, Stevens creates 

poems  that  are  both  aesthetically  pleasing  and 

intellectually stimulating. His patterns of language and 

imagery invite the reader to engage with the poem on 

multiple  levels,  rewarding  close  reading  and 

contemplation.  Stevens's  poetry  demonstrates  the 

power  of  repetition  as  a  poetic  device,  capable  of 

creating beauty, meaning, and emotional impact.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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