Was It Worth It?

Introduction

The decision to go to war is one of the most
consequential decisions that a nation can make. It is a
decision that can have profound and far-reaching
implications for individuals, societies, and the entire
world. As such, it is imperative that we carefully
consider the moral, ethical, and practical dimensions of
war before embarking on such a momentous course of

action.

In this book, we will explore the complex and
challenging issues surrounding the morality of war. We
will examine the just war tradition and its principles,
as well as the arguments for and against war from a
variety of perspectives. We will also consider the
decision-making process that leads to war, the conduct

of war, and the aftermath of war.



Our goal is to provide readers with a clear and
comprehensive understanding of the moral issues
involved in war, so that they can make informed
judgments about the use of military force. We believe
that this is an essential task in an era when war

remains a persistent feature of international relations.

One of the key questions that we will address is the
justification for war. When is it morally permissible to
resort to violence to resolve a conflict? There are a
number of different theories that attempt to answer
this question, each with its own strengths and
weaknesses. We will examine these theories in detail,
and we will also consider the practical challenges of

applying them in the real world.

Another important question that we will explore is the
conduct of war. Once a decision has been made to go to
war, how should it be fought? What are the moral

limits on the use of force? We will discuss these issues



in depth, and we will also consider the impact of new

technologies on the conduct of war.

Finally, we will consider the aftermath of war. What
are the long-term consequences of war for individuals,
societies, and the environment? How can we promote
healing and reconciliation after a war has ended?
These are difficult questions, but they are essential to

ask if we want to build a more peaceful world.

We hope that this book will contribute to a better
understanding of the moral issues surrounding war.
We believe that this is an essential step towards
reducing the incidence of war and building a more just

and peaceful world.



Book Description

War is a complex and challenging phenomenon that
has been with us for centuries. It is a topic that has
been debated by philosophers, theologians, and
political leaders for millennia. In this book, we explore
the moral, ethical, and practical dimensions of war in a

comprehensive and accessible manner.

We begin by examining the just war tradition and its
principles, which have been used for centuries to
justify or condemn the use of military force. We then
consider the arguments for and against war from a
variety of perspectives, including pacifism, realism,

and humanitarian intervention.

We also explore the decision-making process that leads
to war, the conduct of war, and the aftermath of war.
We consider the role of leaders, the influence of public
opinion, and the impact of new technologies on the

decision to go to war. We also discuss the moral limits



on the use of force, the responsibility to protect
civilians, and the challenges of post-war reconstruction

and peacebuilding.

This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to
understand the moral issues surrounding war. It is a
valuable resource for students, scholars, policymakers,
and anyone else who is interested in making informed

judgments about the use of military force.
In this book, you will find:

e A clear and comprehensive overview of the
moral issues involved in war

e An examination of the just war tradition and its
principles

e A discussion of the arguments for and against
war from a variety of perspectives

e An analysis of the decision-making process that
leads to war

e A consideration of the conduct of war and the

moral limits on the use of force



e An exploration of the aftermath of war and the
challenges of post-war reconstruction and

peacebuilding

This book is a must-read for anyone who wants to
understand the complex and challenging issues

surrounding war.



Chapter 1: The Road to War

The historical context of the Persian Gulf

region

The Persian Gulf region has a long and complex
history, dating back thousands of years. It is a region of
great strategic importance, due to its location at the
crossroads of three continents: Asia, Africa, and
Europe. The region is also home to some of the world's
largest oil reserves, which has made it a focal point of

international attention in recent decades.

The modern history of the Persian Gulf region is largely
shaped by the rise of Islam in the 7th century CE. The
Islamic caliphate quickly expanded across the region,
and it soon became a major center of Islamic culture
and learning. In the 16th century, the Portuguese
arrived in the Persian Gulf, and they were followed by
the British and the Dutch. These European powers

competed for control of the region's trade routes and
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resources, and their rivalry eventually led to a series of

wars.

In the 20th century, the Persian Gulf region became
increasingly important due to the discovery of oil. The
British played a major role in the development of the
region's oil industry, and they maintained a strong
military presence in the region until the 1970s. After
the British withdrawal, the United States became the

dominant military power in the Persian Gulf.

The 1979 Iranian Revolution and the subsequent Iran-
Irag War had a profound impact on the region. The
war lasted for eight years and resulted in the deaths of
hundreds of thousands of people. It also led to a sharp
increase in tensions between Iran and the United

States.

In 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait, which led to the Gulf
War. The Gulf War was a major military conflict that
lasted for six months and resulted in the liberation of

Kuwait. However, the war also had a devastating
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impact on the region, and it led to the deaths of

hundreds of thousands of people.

The Persian Gulf region remains a volatile and unstable
region today. The ongoing conflict in Iraq and Syria has
created a humanitarian crisis, and the region is also
facing a number of other -challenges, including

terrorism, climate change, and water scarcity.



Chapter 1: The Road to War

The rise of Saddam Hussein and his

ambitions

Saddam Hussein rose to power in Iraq in 1979, after a
series of coups and power struggles within the Ba'ath
Party. He quickly consolidated his control over the
country, and embarked on a ruthless campaign to
eliminate his political rivals. He also began to build up
Iraq's military, with the goal of making it the dominant

power in the Middle East.

Hussein's ambitions were not limited to Iraq. He also
had designs on Kuwait, a small but wealthy
neighboring country. In 1990, he invaded Kuwait,
claiming that it was historically part of Iraq. The
invasion of Kuwait sparked the Gulf War, a conflict that

lasted for six weeks and resulted in the defeat of Iraq.

Hussein's rise to power and his subsequent invasion of
Kuwait were the culmination of a long process of state-
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building and military expansion. He was a ruthless and
ambitious dictator, who was determined to make Iraq a
regional superpower. His actions had a profound
impact on the Middle East, and they continue to shape

the region today.
The Ba'ath Party and the Rise of Saddam Hussein

The Ba'ath Party was founded in Syria in 1947. It was a
pan-Arab nationalist party, which advocated for the
unification of all Arab countries into a single state. The
Ba'ath Party gained popularity in Iraq in the 1950s and
1960s, and it eventually came to power in a coup in

1968.

Saddam Hussein was a member of the Ba'ath Party,
and he quickly rose through the ranks. He became Vice
President in 1975, and he took over as President in
1979. Hussein was a charismatic and ruthless leader,
and he quickly consolidated his power. He eliminated
his political rivals, and he established a personality cult

around himself.
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Iraq's Military Buildup

Once Hussein had consolidated his power, he began to
build up Iraq's military. He increased the size of the
army, and he purchased large quantities of weapons
from the Soviet Union and other countries. Hussein
also developed Iraq's nuclear and chemical weapons

programs.

Hussein's military buildup was a major factor in the
outbreak of the Gulf War. He believed that Iraq was
strong enough to defeat Kuwait and its allies, and he

was determined to annex Kuwait to Iraq.
The Invasion of Kuwait

On August 2, 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait. Hussein
claimed that Kuwait was historically part of Iraq, and
that he was liberating it from Kuwaiti rule. However,
the real reason for the invasion was economic. Iraq
was facing a severe financial crisis, and Hussein hoped

to seize Kuwait's oil wealth to solve his problems.
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The invasion of Kuwait sparked the Gulf War. A
coalition of countries, led by the United States, quickly
assembled to expel Iraq from Kuwait. The war lasted
for six weeks, and it resulted in the defeat of Iraqg.
Hussein was forced to withdraw his troops from

Kuwait, and he was left weakened and isolated.
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Chapter 1: The Road to War

The Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and the

international response

On August 2, 1990, Iraqi forces invaded Kuwait, a small,
oil-rich country on the Persian Gulf. The invasion was
swift and decisive, and within a matter of hours, Iraqi
troops had occupied Kuwait City and most of the
country. The invasion shocked the world and sparked

an international crisis.

The United Nations Security Council quickly
condemned the invasion and demanded that Iraq
withdraw its troops from Kuwait. The United States,
along with its allies, began to assemble a military
coalition to enforce the UN resolutions. In November
1990, the UN Security Council authorized the use of
force to expel Iraq from Kuwait if it did not comply

with the UN resolutions.
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In January 1991, the United States and its allies
launched Operation Desert Storm, a massive military
campaign to liberate Kuwait. The air campaign lasted
six weeks and was followed by a ground offensive that
quickly defeated the Iraqi forces. Kuwait was liberated
on February 26, 1991, and Iraqi troops were expelled

from the country.

The international response to the Iraqi invasion of
Kuwait was swift and decisive. The United Nations
Security Council quickly condemned the invasion and
demanded that Iraq withdraw its troops from Kuwait.
The United States, along with its allies, began to
assemble a military coalition to enforce the UN
resolutions. In November 1990, the UN Security Council
authorized the use of force to expel Iraq from Kuwait if

it did not comply with the UN resolutions.

The international response to the Iraqi invasion of
Kuwait was significant for a number of reasons. First, it

demonstrated the international community's
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commitment to the principle of collective security,
which holds that all nations have a responsibility to
maintain peace and security. Second, it showed that the
United Nations Security Council was capable of taking
decisive action to enforce its resolutions. Third, it
helped to establish the principle that aggression will

not be tolerated.

The Iraqi invasion of Kuwait also had a profound
impact on the Middle East. The invasion led to the Gulf
War, which was a major military conflict that had a
significant impact on the region. The war also led to the
rise of Saddam Hussein, who became a major threat to

regional and international security.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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