A Soldier's Duty, A Nation's Fate

Introduction

Charles Cornwallis, the second Earl Cornwallis, is a
figure shrouded in controversy. To some, he is a
ruthless general who waged a brutal war against the
American colonists. To others, he is a noble soldier who

fought bravely for his king and country.

Cornwallis was born into a wealthy and powerful
family in England in 1738. He received a privileged
education and entered the military at a young age. He
quickly rose through the ranks and served with

distinction in the Seven Years' War.

In 1775, Cornwallis was sent to America to help
suppress the rebellion of the American colonists. He

arrived in America with a reputation as a brilliant



military commander. However, he soon found himself

facing a determined and resourceful enemy.

The American colonists were fighting for their freedom
and independence. They were willing to fight and die
for their cause. Cornwallis and his troops were fighting
for a king who was thousands of miles away. They did

not have the same motivation as the colonists.

Cornwallis's troops were also poorly equipped and
supplied. They were often short of food, clothing, and
ammunition. The colonists, on the other hand, were
well-supplied and had the support of the local

population.

Despite these challenges, Cornwallis won several early
victories against the colonists. He captured the city of
New York and defeated the Continental Army at the
Battle of Camnden. However, Cornwallis's victories were

short-lived.



In 1781, Cornwallis was forced to surrender to the
Continental Army at Yorktown. This was a major
turning point in the American Revolution. It convinced
the British government that they could not defeat the

colonists.

Cornwallis returned to England in disgrace. He was
never able to live down the humiliation of his defeat at

Yorktown. He died in 1805 at the age of 67.

Cornwallis's legacy is complex and controversial. He
was a brave and skilled military commander, but he
was also a ruthless and ambitious man. He was a loyal
servant of the British Crown, but he failed to
understand the American colonists' desire for freedom

and independence.



Book Description

Charles Cornwallis, the second Earl Cornwallis, is a
figure shrouded in controversy. To some, he is a
ruthless general who waged a brutal war against the
American colonists. To others, he is a noble soldier who

fought bravely for his king and country.

In A Soldier's Duty, A Nation's Fate, historian John
Smith takes a fresh look at the life and career of
Charles Cornwallis. Smith draws on a wealth of new
sources to paint a vivid portrait of a complex and

contradictory figure.

Smith begins by examining Cornwallis's early life and
military career. He shows how Cornwallis's upbringing
and education shaped his views on war and empire.
Smith also explores Cornwallis's role in the Seven
Years' War, where he gained a reputation as a brilliant

military commander.



Smith then turns to Cornwallis's involvement in the
American Revolution. He argues that Cornwallis was a
reluctant participant in the war, but that he eventually
came to believe that it was his duty to suppress the
rebellion of the American colonists. Smith provides a
detailed account of Cornwallis's campaigns in the
Southern theater of the war, including his victories at
Camden and Guilford Court House. He also examines
Cornwallis's defeat at Yorktown, which was a major

turning point in the war.

Smith concludes by exploring Cornwallis's legacy. He
argues that Cornwallis was a complex and flawed
figure, but that he was also a man of courage and
honor. Smith shows how Cornwallis's experiences in
the American Revolution shaped his views on war and
empire, and how his legacy continues to be debated

today.

A Soldier's Duty, A Nation's Fate is a major new

biography of Charles Cornwallis. It is a must-read for



anyone interested in the American Revolution, British

history, or the history of warfare.



Chapter 1: The Reluctant General

The Early Life of Charles Cornwallis

Charles Cornwallis was born into a wealthy and
powerful family in England in 1738. His father was
Charles Cornwallis, the first Earl Cornwallis, and his
mother was Elizabeth Ashe. Cornwallis had three older

sisters and one younger brother.

Cornwallis received a privileged education. He
attended Eton College and then Clare College,
Cambridge. At Cambridge, he studied mathematics and
classics. He also developed a love of military history

and strategy.

In 1756, Cornwallis left Cambridge and joined the
British Army. He was commissioned as a lieutenant in
the 1st Foot Guards. Cornwallis quickly rose through
the ranks. He served with distinction in the Seven

Years' War, which lasted from 1756 to 1763.



During the Seven Years' War, Cornwallis fought in
several major battles, including the Battle of Minden in
1759. He also served as aide-de-camp to General James
Wolfe at the Battle of Quebec in 1759. Cornwallis was

wounded in the Battle of Quebec, but he survived.

After the Seven Years' War, Cornwallis returned to
England. He was promoted to colonel and given
command of the 33rd Regiment of Foot. In 1768,
Cornwallis was appointed Governor of Nova Scotia. He

served in this position until 1775.

Cornwallis was a reluctant general. He did not want to
fight against the American colonists. However, he was a
loyal servant of the British Crown. When he was
ordered to America to help suppress the rebellion of

the American colonists, he obeyed.

Cornwallis arrived in America in 1775. He quickly
realized that the American colonists were determined

to fight for their freedom and independence.



Cornwallis was also surprised by the skill and

determination of the American soldiers.

Cornwallis fought bravely in the American Revolution.
He won several early victories against the colonists.
However, he was eventually defeated at the Battle of
Yorktown in 1781. This defeat led to the surrender of
the British Army in America and the end of the

American Revolution.



Chapter 1: The Reluctant General

Cornwallis's Military Career

Cornwallis was born into a military family. His father,
Charles Cornwallis, 1st Earl Cornwallis, was a
distinguished general who served in the War of the
Austrian Succession and the Seven Years' War.
Cornwallis's mother, Elizabeth Townshend, was the
daughter of Charles Townshend, 2nd Viscount
Townshend, who had also served as a general in the

British Army.

Cornwallis received a military education from a young
age. He attended Eton College and the Royal Military
Academy, Woolwich. After graduating from Woolwich,
Cornwallis was commissioned as an ensign in the 1st

Regiment of Foot Guards in 1756.

Cornwallis served in the Seven Years' War, where he
saw action in Germany and North America. He was

promoted to lieutenant colonel in 1761 and colonel in
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1771. In 1775, Cornwallis was promoted to major
general and sent to America to help suppress the

rebellion of the American colonists.

Cornwallis was a skilled and experienced military
commander. He was known for his courage,
determination, and attention to detail. He was also a
strict disciplinarian who demanded obedience from his

troops.

Cornwallis's military career was marked by both
successes and failures. He won several early victories
against the American colonists, but he was eventually
defeated at the Battle of Yorktown in 1781. This defeat
led to the surrender of the British army in America and

the end of the American Revolution.

Despite his defeat at Yorktown, Cornwallis remained a
respected military commander. He was appointed
Governor-General of India in 1786 and served in that

position until 1793. He died in 1805 at the age of 67.
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Cornwallis's military career was a long and
distinguished one. He served his country with honor
and distinction for over 40 years. He was a brave and
skilled commander who won many victories against
formidable enemies. However, he was also a
controversial figure who was criticized for his harsh

treatment of his troops and his lack of political acumen.
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Chapter 1: The Reluctant General

The Outbreak of the American Revolution

In the spring of 1775, tensions between the British
government and the American colonists reached a
boiling point. The colonists had been chafing under
British rule for years, and they were determined to
assert their rights. The British government, for its part,
was determined to maintain its authority over the

colonies.

The first shots of the American Revolution were fired at
Lexington and Concord in April of 1775. The British
army marched out of Boston to seize a cache of
weapons that the colonists had stored in Concord. The
colonists were waiting for them, and they fought back.
The British were forced to retreat, and the American

Revolution had begun.

Charles Cornwallis was a young British officer who was

serving in America at the time of the outbreak of the
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revolution. He was a reluctant participant in the
conflict. He had no desire to fight against the colonists,
but he was a loyal soldier, and he felt that he had no

choice but to follow orders.

Cornwallis was a skilled and experienced military
commander, and he quickly rose through the ranks. He
was soon given command of a British army in the
southern colonies. Cornwallis was determined to defeat
the colonists, but he was also a fair and honorable man.
He treated his prisoners well, and he did not tolerate

atrocities against civilians.

The American Revolution was a long and bloody
conflict. It lasted for eight years, and it claimed the
lives of thousands of people. In the end, the colonists
were victorious. They won their independence from
Great Britain, and they established the United States of

America.

Cornwallis was one of the most prominent British

commanders in the American Revolution. He fought
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bravely and skillfully, but he was ultimately defeated.
He returned to England in disgrace, but he eventually
regained his honor. He served as governor of India and

as commander-in-chief of the British army.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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