
Stained Prophecy: Revelation in the Art 

of Glass

Introduction

Stained glass windows,  with their  radiant colors and 

intricate  designs,  have  captivated  humanity  for 

centuries. They adorn cathedrals, churches, and other 

sacred  spaces,  casting  an  ethereal  glow that  inspires 

awe and reverence. Beyond their religious significance, 

stained glass windows also hold immense artistic and 

cultural  value,  serving as windows into the past  and 

testaments to human creativity.

This book delves into the fascinating world of stained 

glass, exploring its rich history, diverse techniques, and 

enduring  impact  on  society.  Through  the  lens  of 

renowned stained glass artist  John Piper,  we embark 

on  a  journey  that  unveils  the  secrets  behind  this 
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extraordinary art form. From the selection of materials 

to  the  intricate  process  of  creation,  we  discover  the 

meticulous craftsmanship that brings stained glass to 

life.

Moreover,  we  delve  into  the  symbolism  and 

iconography embedded within stained glass windows, 

uncovering the hidden meanings and narratives they 

convey.  These  windows  often  serve  as  visual 

representations of religious stories, moral lessons, and 

historical events, offering a glimpse into the beliefs and 

values of the communities they adorn.

The  book  also  examines  the  role  of  stained  glass  in 

contemporary  art  and  architecture,  showcasing  how 

this ancient art form continues to inspire and captivate 

audiences  worldwide.  From  public  installations  to 

private residences, stained glass finds new expression 

in modern settings,  blurring the boundaries between 

the sacred and the secular.
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Ultimately, this book is an invitation to appreciate the 

beauty,  complexity,  and  enduring  legacy  of  stained 

glass.  It  celebrates  the  artistry,  craftsmanship,  and 

symbolism that make this art form a timeless treasure, 

connecting us to our past, present, and future.
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Book Description

In  the  realm  of  art  and  spirituality,  stained  glass 

windows stand as radiant beacons, captivating hearts 

and  minds  for  centuries.  This  comprehensive  book 

invites you on a journey into the mesmerizing world of 

stained  glass,  unveiling  its  rich  history,  diverse 

techniques, and enduring impact on society.

Through the lens of renowned stained glass artist John 

Piper,  we embark on a  quest  to  discover  the secrets 

behind this extraordinary art form. From the selection 

of  materials  to  the  intricate  process  of  creation,  we 

witness the meticulous craftsmanship that breathes life 

into stained glass.

Delving  deeper,  we  explore  the  symbolism  and 

iconography embedded within stained glass windows, 

uncovering the hidden meanings and narratives they 

convey.  These  windows  often  serve  as  visual 

representations of religious stories, moral lessons, and 
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historical events, offering a glimpse into the beliefs and 

values of the communities they adorn.

The book also delves into the role of stained glass in 

contemporary  art  and  architecture,  showcasing  how 

this ancient art form continues to inspire and captivate 

audiences  worldwide.  From  public  installations  to 

private residences, stained glass finds new expression 

in modern settings,  blurring the boundaries between 

the sacred and the secular.

Moreover,  this  book  celebrates  the  artistry, 

craftsmanship, and symbolism that make stained glass 

a timeless treasure, connecting us to our past, present, 

and future. It is an invitation to appreciate the beauty 

and complexity of  this art  form, and to recognize its 

enduring legacy as a testament to human creativity and 

spiritual expression.

Join us on this captivating journey through the world of 

stained glass, where light, color, and artistry converge 

to create a symphony of beauty and inspiration.
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Chapter 1: The Luminous Legacy

The Enduring Allure of Stained Glass

Stained glass  windows have captivated humanity  for 

centuries, adorning sacred spaces and public buildings 

alike  with  their  radiant  colors  and  intricate  designs. 

Their enduring allure can be attributed to a multitude 

of factors, including their aesthetic beauty, their ability 

to convey stories and messages, and their association 

with spirituality and transcendence.

The visual impact of stained glass is undeniable.  The 

interplay of light and color creates a symphony of hues 

that dances across the walls and floors of the spaces 

they inhabit. The intricate patterns and designs, often 

depicting religious scenes or historical narratives, draw 

the  viewer's  eye  and  invite  contemplation.  Stained 

glass windows are a feast for the senses, engaging both 

the visual and emotional realms.
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Beyond their aesthetic appeal,  stained glass windows 

serve as powerful storytellers. They depict scenes from 

religious  texts,  historical  events,  and  moral  tales, 

offering a visual representation of narratives that have 

shaped cultures and societies. These windows provide 

a glimpse into the beliefs, values, and aspirations of the 

communities  they  adorn.  They  educate,  inspire,  and 

challenge viewers to reflect on the deeper meanings of 

life.

Furthermore, stained glass windows have a profound 

spiritual  and  transcendent  quality.  They  are  often 

associated  with  sacred  spaces,  such as  churches  and 

cathedrals,  where  they  create  an  atmosphere  of 

reverence  and  awe.  The  play  of  light  through  the 

colored  glass  evokes  a  sense  of  the  divine,  inviting 

contemplation  and  introspection.  Stained  glass 

windows remind us of the beauty and mystery of the 

universe and our place within it.
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The enduring allure of stained glass lies in its ability to 

transcend  time  and  space.  These  windows  have 

survived  wars,  natural  disasters,  and  the  passage  of 

centuries,  bearing  witness  to  the  ebb  and  flow  of 

history.  They  connect  us  to  the  past,  providing  a 

glimpse into the lives and beliefs of our ancestors. At 

the  same  time,  stained  glass  windows  continue  to 

inspire  and  captivate  contemporary  audiences, 

demonstrating the enduring power of art to transcend 

generations and cultures.
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Chapter 1: The Luminous Legacy

A  Journey  Through  Time:  Stained  Glass 

Across Eras

Stained glass windows have borne witness to the ebb 

and flow of civilizations, reflecting the beliefs, values, 

and  aspirations  of  humanity  across  the  ages.  Their 

history is a testament to the enduring power of art to 

transcend time  and  space,  connecting  us  to  the  past 

and inspiring generations to come.

The earliest known stained glass windows date back to 

the 6th century,  found in the remnants of  Byzantine 

churches and monasteries. These early windows were 

small and simple, often depicting geometric patterns or 

simple religious symbols. As the craft evolved, stained 

glass windows grew in size and complexity, becoming 

elaborate masterpieces of color and light.

During the Middle Ages, stained glass windows reached 

their  zenith  in  the  cathedrals  of  Europe.  These 
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magnificent  structures  were  adorned  with  vast 

expanses  of  stained  glass,  creating  an  ethereal 

atmosphere that  awed and inspired the faithful.  The 

windows depicted scenes from the Bible,  the lives of 

saints, and historical events, serving as visual teaching 

tools for a largely illiterate population.

The Renaissance and Reformation periods saw a shift 

in  the  focus  of  stained  glass  windows.  Humanist 

themes  and  classical  motifs  gained  prominence, 

reflecting the intellectual and cultural changes of the 

time.  Artists  began  to  incorporate  more  realistic 

depictions of human figures and landscapes into their 

work, creating windows that were both beautiful and 

thought-provoking.

In  the  19th  century,  the  Gothic  Revival  movement 

sparked  a  renewed  interest  in  stained  glass.  This 

revival  led  to  the  restoration  of  many  medieval 

windows and the creation of new windows in a similar 
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style.  Stained  glass  also  began to  be  used  in  secular 

settings, such as public buildings and private homes.

Today,  stained  glass  continues  to  be  a  vibrant  and 

evolving  art  form.  Contemporary  artists  are  pushing 

the boundaries of the medium, creating works that are 

both innovative and thought-provoking.  Stained glass 

windows can be found in  a  wide variety  of  settings, 

from  traditional  churches  and  cathedrals  to  modern 

museums and corporate offices.

The journey of stained glass across eras is a testament 

to its enduring beauty and significance. These windows 

have stood as silent witnesses to history, reflecting the 

beliefs, values, and aspirations of humanity throughout 

the  ages.  They  continue  to  inspire  and  captivate 

audiences today, serving as a reminder of the power of 

art to transcend time and space.
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Chapter 1: The Luminous Legacy

The Divine and the Profane: Stained Glass as 

a Tapestry of Belief

Stained glass windows have long been a medium for 

expressing both religious and secular beliefs. In sacred 

spaces, they depict scenes from religious texts, the lives 

of  saints,  and  moral  lessons,  serving  as  visual 

representations of the divine. In secular settings, they 

may  depict  historical  events,  landscapes,  or  abstract 

patterns,  reflecting  the  values  and aspirations  of  the 

community they adorn.

The divine and the profane are  often intertwined in 

stained glass  windows.  Religious  scenes  may include 

elements of everyday life, while secular windows may 

contain symbolic references to religious themes.  This 

interplay between the sacred and the secular reflects 

the complex and multifaceted nature of human belief 

and experience.
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Stained glass windows have the power to inspire awe 

and reverence,  to  uplift  the  spirit  and connect  us  to 

something  greater  than  ourselves.  They  can  also 

challenge our beliefs and assumptions, prompting us to 

reflect  on  the  deeper  meanings  of  life.  In  this  way, 

stained  glass  windows  serve  as  a  tapestry  of  belief, 

weaving together the sacred and the secular, the divine 

and the profane.

The Sacred and the Sublime

Stained glass windows in religious spaces often depict 

scenes  from  the  Bible,  the  lives  of  saints,  and  other 

sacred  texts.  These  windows  are  intended  to  inspire 

awe and reverence, to uplift the spirit and connect the 

viewer to the divine. The use of light and color in these 

windows is particularly effective in creating a sense of 

the sublime, that feeling of overwhelming emotion and 

wonder  that  is  often  associated  with  religious 

experiences.

The Secular and the Symbolic
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Stained glass windows in secular settings may depict 

historical  events,  landscapes,  or  abstract  patterns. 

These  windows are  not  intended to  inspire  religious 

devotion, but they can still convey powerful messages 

about  the  values  and  aspirations  of  the  community 

they adorn. For example, a stained glass window in a 

public building might depict a scene from the town's 

history, or a window in a private home might depict a 

family's crest or motto.

The Interplay of the Sacred and the Secular

The divine and the profane are  often intertwined in 

stained glass  windows.  Religious  scenes  may include 

elements of everyday life, while secular windows may 

contain symbolic references to religious themes.  This 

interplay between the sacred and the secular reflects 

the complex and multifaceted nature of human belief 

and experience.

Stained  glass  windows  are  a  powerful  medium  for 

expressing both religious and secular beliefs. They can 
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inspire awe and reverence, uplift the spirit, challenge 

our  beliefs,  and  prompt  us  to  reflect  on  the  deeper 

meanings  of  life.  In  this  way,  stained glass  windows 

serve  as  a  tapestry  of  belief,  weaving  together  the 

sacred and the secular, the divine and the profane.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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