
Kawasaki  EX500:  A  Complete Guide to 

Repair and Maintenance

Introduction

Welcome to the comprehensive guide to the Kawasaki 

EX500,  a  beloved  motorcycle  renowned  for  its 

versatility,  reliability,  and  affordability.  Whether 

you're a seasoned rider or just starting your journey on 

two wheels, this book provides an invaluable resource 

for maintaining, repairing, and enhancing your EX500.

Delving  into  the  intricacies  of  the  EX500's  engine, 

powertrain,  electrical  system,  suspension,  steering, 

brakes,  tires,  bodywork,  and  more,  this  book  equips 

you  with  the  knowledge  and  skills  to  tackle  a  wide 

range  of  maintenance  and  repair  tasks.  With  clear, 

step-by-step  instructions  and  detailed  illustrations, 

you'll  gain  the  confidence  to  troubleshoot  problems, 

1



perform  routine  maintenance,  and  customize  your 

EX500 to suit your riding preferences.

Whether you're looking to keep your EX500 in pristine 

condition,  enhance  its  performance,  or  simply 

understand how it  works,  this  book is  your ultimate 

companion. From basic maintenance tasks to advanced 

modifications,  we  cover  it  all,  empowering  you  to 

maintain and improve your EX500 for years to come.

Throughout the book, we emphasize the importance of 

safety and provide valuable tips for ensuring a safe and 

enjoyable  riding  experience.  We  also  include 

troubleshooting guides to help you identify and resolve 

common  problems,  saving  you  time  and  money  on 

repairs.

Whether you're a do-it-yourself enthusiast or prefer to 

leave  certain  tasks  to  the  professionals,  this  book 

serves  as  an  indispensable  resource  for  all  EX500 

owners.  With  its  comprehensive  coverage,  clear 

explanations,  and  practical  advice,  you'll  have  the 
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knowledge and confidence to keep your EX500 running 

smoothly and looking its best.

Get  ready  to  embark  on  a  journey  of  discovery  and 

empowerment as you delve into the world of Kawasaki 

EX500 maintenance and repair. With this book as your 

guide, you'll unlock the full potential of your EX500 and 

enjoy countless miles of riding pleasure.
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Book Description

Welcome  to  the  definitive  guide  to  maintaining, 

repairing,  and  customizing  your  Kawasaki  EX500. 

Whether you're a seasoned rider or just starting out, 

this comprehensive book provides everything you need 

to keep your EX500 running smoothly and looking its 

best.

With  clear,  step-by-step  instructions  and  detailed 

illustrations,  this  book  guides  you  through  a  wide 

range  of  maintenance  and  repair  tasks,  from  basic 

tune-ups to advanced troubleshooting. You'll learn how 

to:

 Perform routine maintenance tasks,  such as oil 

changes,  brake  inspections,  and  tire 

replacements

 Diagnose and repair engine problems, electrical 

issues, and suspension problems
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 Customize  your  EX500  with  performance 

upgrades,  bodywork  modifications,  and 

accessories

Whether you're looking to keep your EX500 in pristine 

condition or unleash its full potential, this book has you 

covered. You'll find expert advice on:

 Maintaining  the  engine,  powertrain,  and 

electrical system

 Troubleshooting  and  repairing  common 

problems

 Upgrading the suspension, brakes, and tires

 Customizing the bodywork and appearance

 Ensuring a safe and enjoyable riding experience

With its  comprehensive coverage,  clear explanations, 

and practical tips, this book is your ultimate resource 

for keeping your EX500 running smoothly and looking 

its best. Whether you're a DIY enthusiast or prefer to 

leave certain tasks to the professionals, this book is an 

indispensable tool for all EX500 owners.
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Take  control  of  your  EX500's  maintenance  and 

performance  with  this  comprehensive  guide.  Get 

your  copy  today  and  unlock  the  full  potential  of 

your motorcycle! 
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Chapter 1: Understanding the Kawasaki 

EX500

History and Evolution of the EX500

The Kawasaki EX500, also known as the Ninja 500R in 

some  markets,  is  a  legendary  motorcycle  that  has 

captured  the  hearts  of  riders  worldwide.  Its  journey 

began  in  1987  when  Kawasaki  engineers  set  out  to 

create  a  motorcycle  that  was  both  beginner-friendly 

and exhilarating to ride.

The EX500's roots can be traced back to the early 1980s 

when Kawasaki was experiencing tremendous success 

with  its  GPz  series  of  motorcycles.  These  bikes  were 

known for their powerful engines and sporty handling, 

but they were also quite intimidating for novice riders. 

Kawasaki realized the need for a motorcycle that could 

bridge  the  gap  between  beginner  and  experienced 

riders, and the EX500 was born.
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The EX500 made its debut in 1987 and quickly gained 

popularity  among  riders  of  all  skill  levels.  Its 

lightweight  chassis,  responsive handling,  and smooth 

power delivery made it an ideal choice for new riders, 

while  its  sporty  styling  and  spirited  performance 

appealed to more experienced riders as well.

Over the years, the EX500 underwent several updates 

and  improvements.  In  1990,  it  received  a  revised 

engine  with  increased power and torque.  In  1994,  it 

was given a new fairing and a more aggressive riding 

position. And in 2001, it received its final major update, 

which  included  a  new  fuel  injection  system  and  a 

revised suspension.

The EX500 was discontinued in 2009, but it remains a 

popular  choice  among  riders  who  appreciate  its 

versatility, reliability, and affordability. It is often used 

as a starter bike for new riders, a commuter bike for 

urban riders,  and even a  track  bike  for  experienced 

riders.
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The EX500's  legacy lives on today in the form of the 

Ninja 400, a modern sportbike that shares many of the 

same design  principles  as  its  predecessor.  The  Ninja 

400 is lighter, more powerful, and more technologically 

advanced than the EX500, but it retains the same user-

friendly nature that made the EX500 such a success.

9



Chapter 1: Understanding the Kawasaki 

EX500

Specifications and Features of the EX500

The Kawasaki EX500, also known as the Ninja 500R, is a 

versatile and reliable motorcycle that has captured the 

hearts  of  riders  worldwide.  Introduced  in  1987,  the 

EX500  quickly  gained popularity  for  its  user-friendly 

nature, impressive performance, and exceptional fuel 

efficiency.

Engine and Performance

At the heart of the EX500 lies a liquid-cooled, parallel-

twin engine with a displacement of 498cc. This compact 

and  efficient  powerplant  produces  a  healthy  45 

horsepower at 9,500 RPM and 31 lb-ft of torque at 7,500 

RPM,  providing  a  smooth  and  responsive  ride.  The 

engine's  DOHC  design  and  four-valve  cylinder  head 

contribute to its impressive performance, while its fuel 
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injection  system  ensures  precise  fuel  delivery  and 

optimal combustion.

Chassis and Suspension

The  EX500's  chassis  is  constructed  from  lightweight 

and durable steel, providing a solid foundation for the 

motorcycle.  The  front  suspension  consists  of  a 

conventional  telescopic  fork  with  41mm  stanchions, 

offering 5.9 inches of travel. At the rear, a single shock 

absorber with adjustable preload handles suspension 

duties, providing a comfortable and controlled ride.

Brakes and Wheels

The EX500's braking system features dual 270mm front 

discs with dual-piston calipers and a single 220mm rear 

disc  with  a  single-piston caliper.  This  setup provides 

ample  stopping  power  and  excellent  feel,  ensuring 

confident  braking  in  various  conditions.  The 

motorcycle rolls on lightweight alloy wheels, with a 17-

inch front wheel and a 17-inch rear wheel, shod with 
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sport-oriented  tires  that  provide  excellent  grip  and 

handling.

Features and Amenities

The EX500 comes equipped with a  range of  features 

that  enhance  its  practicality  and  comfort.  The 

instrument  cluster  includes  a  tachometer, 

speedometer,  odometer,  and  fuel  gauge,  providing 

essential  riding  information  at  a  glance.  The 

motorcycle also features a comfortable upright riding 

position,  making it  suitable  for  both  commuting  and 

long-distance touring.

Versatility and Affordability

The  Kawasaki  EX500  is  renowned  for  its  versatility, 

making  it  a  popular  choice  among riders  of  all  skill 

levels. Its user-friendly nature and forgiving handling 

characteristics  make  it  an  ideal  motorcycle  for 

beginners,  while  its  impressive  performance  and 

sporty  handling  capabilities  appeal  to  experienced 
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riders  as  well.  Additionally,  the  EX500's  affordability 

and low maintenance costs make it an excellent value 

proposition for budget-conscious riders.
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Chapter 1: Understanding the Kawasaki 

EX500

Identifying Different EX500 Models

Kawasaki's  EX500,  renowned  for  its  versatility  and 

popularity, has undergone several iterations and model 

changes  throughout  its  production  lifespan.  Each 

model  year  brought  forth  unique  features, 

improvements,  and design variations,  catering to  the 

evolving  needs  and  preferences  of  riders. 

Understanding the distinctions between these models is 

crucial for owners, enthusiasts, and prospective buyers 

seeking the perfect EX500 to suit their riding style and 

requirements.

EX500 A1-A7 (1987-1993)

The first generation of the EX500, known as the A1-A7 

models,  debuted  in  1987  and  continued  production 

until 1993. These early EX500s featured a classic design 

with a round headlight, analog instrumentation, and a 
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comfortable  upright  riding  position.  They  were 

powered by a reliable and fuel-efficient 498cc parallel-

twin engine paired with a five-speed transmission. The 

A1-A7 models are known for their simplicity,  ease of 

maintenance,  and  excellent  fuel  economy,  making 

them ideal for beginner riders and commuters.

EX500 B1-B8 (1994-2002)

The second generation of the EX500, designated as the 

B1-B8 models,  was introduced in 1994 and produced 

until  2002.  This  generation  received  significant 

updates,  including  a  more  aerodynamic  fairing,  a 

digital  instrument  cluster,  and  a  revised  suspension 

system.  The engine  was  refined for  improved power 

and torque, while the ergonomics were enhanced for a 

more comfortable riding experience. The B1-B8 models 

also  saw  the  addition  of  a  sixth  gear  to  the 

transmission,  providing  smoother  highway  cruising 

and better fuel efficiency.
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EX500 C1-C9 (2003-2009)

The third and final generation of the EX500, known as 

the  C1-C9  models,  was  produced  from  2003  to  2009. 

These models underwent a major redesign, featuring a 

sleeker and more aggressive bodywork, a fully digital 

instrument cluster, and a revised exhaust system. The 

engine  remained  largely  unchanged,  but  the 

suspension  and  brakes  were  upgraded  for  improved 

handling  and  performance.  The  C1-C9  models  also 

received a new fuel injection system, resulting in better 

throttle response and fuel economy.

Regardless  of  the  model  year,  all  EX500  motorcycles 

share  a  reputation  for  reliability,  affordability,  and 

versatility.  Whether  you're  a  daily  commuter,  a 

weekend enthusiast, or an aspiring sport rider, there's 

an  EX500  model  that  fits  your  needs  and  riding 

preferences.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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