
Safeguarding  Liberty:  Unconventional 

Perspectives  on  the  Provision  of 

Security

Introduction

This  book  delves  into  the  intricate  relationship 

between liberty and security and the need to strike a 

balance between these seemingly antithetical concepts 

in  modern  society  to  create  a  safer  world  for  all 

without compromising essential  rights and autonomy 

of  individuals  and  communities  alike  while  also 

addressing  current  and  future  threats  to  society  at 

large  with  conviction  and  uncompromising  rigor 

through a comprehensive inquiry into various aspects 

of security provision it also seeks to provide a nuanced 

perspective  on  the  relationship  between  liberty  and 

security while exploring avenues for a more effective 
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and  just  approach  to  security  provision  in  an  ever 

evolving  society  characterized  by  heightened 

complexity  and uncertainty  it  attempts  to  bridge the 

divide  between  theory  and  practice  by  offering 

practical  insights  and  recommendations  for 

policymakers and practitioners alike thereby laying the 

groundwork for transformative change in the realm of 

security provision

The book aims to provide a comprehensive overview of 

the current state of security provision highlighting its 

shortcomings and exploring alternative approaches to 

ensure  a  safer  society  while  preserving  individual 

liberties  it  seeks  to  challenge  conventional  wisdom 

regarding the role of the state as the sole provider of 

security  and  posit  that  a  privatized  security  system 

could potentially offer superior outcomes in terms of 

efficiency  effectiveness  and  accountability  through  a 

rigorous  analysis  of  historical  precedent  theoretical 

frameworks and empirical evidence this book aims to 

make  a  significant  contribution  to  the  ongoing 
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discourse on security provision and its implications for 

society

Moreover the book delves into the ethical dimensions 

of security provision examining the moral implications 

of  various  approaches  to  securing  society  and  the 

potential for unintended consequences it explores the 

relationship between security and justice and the need 

to  strike  a  balance  between  the  two  while  also 

considering  the  role  of  technology  and  its 

transformative impact on security provision in an era 

of rapidly evolving technological capabilities

This  book  is  a  timely  and  thought  provoking 

exploration of security provision in the modern world 

it offers a fresh perspective on an issue of paramount 

importance  to  contemporary  society  and  provides 

valuable  insights  for  policymakers  practitioners  and 

scholars alike in their quest for a more secure and just 

world
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Book Description

In a world grappling with evolving threats and shifting 

geopolitical landscapes, the concept of national defense 

is undergoing a profound transformation. Safeguarding 

Liberty: Unconventional Perspectives on the Provision 

of  Security  offers  a  fresh  and  thought-provoking 

exploration  of  security  provision,  challenging 

conventional wisdom and proposing a paradigm shift 

towards privatized security systems.

This  book  is  a  comprehensive  examination  of  the 

current  state  of  security  provision,  meticulously 

analyzing its strengths and weaknesses. It delves into 

the  historical  underpinnings  of  national  defense, 

exposing its inherent limitations and the potential for 

abuse.  Through  a  rigorous  analysis  of  theoretical 

frameworks and empirical evidence, the authors make 

a  compelling  case  for  a  privatized  security  system, 

arguing that it can deliver superior outcomes in terms 

of efficiency, effectiveness, and accountability.

4



Moreover,  Safeguarding  Liberty  explores  the  ethical 

dimensions  of  security  provision,  delving  into  the 

moral implications of various approaches to securing 

society and the potential for unintended consequences. 

It  examines  the  relationship  between  security  and 

justice,  emphasizing  the  need  to  strike  a  delicate 

balance between the two. The book also considers the 

impact  of  technological  advancements  on  security 

provision, acknowledging the transformative power of 

technology while  also highlighting the potential  risks 

and challenges.

With its interdisciplinary approach and comprehensive 

analysis,  Safeguarding  Liberty  offers  a  unique  and 

valuable perspective on security provision in the 21st 

century.  It  is  essential  reading  for  policymakers, 

practitioners,  scholars,  and  anyone  concerned  about 

the future of security in an increasingly complex and 

interconnected world.

5



This  book  will  appeal  to  a  wide  range  of  readers, 

including:

 Policymakers  seeking  innovative  solutions  to 

address evolving security challenges

 Practitioners  in  the  security  field  looking  to 

enhance  their  understanding  of  security 

provision and its complexities

 Scholars interested in the theoretical and ethical 

dimensions of security

 General  readers concerned about  the future of 

security  and  the  implications  for  liberty  and 

justice
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 Chapter 1: The Illusion of National 

Defense

 The Myth of National Defense

National defense is a cornerstone of modern society, a 

concept deeply embedded in our collective psyche as 

an indispensable bulwark against external threats. Yet, 

upon  closer  examination,  this  so-called  national 

defense often reveals itself to be a carefully constructed 

illusion,  a  myth  propagated  by  those  who  seek  to 

maintain their power and control.

The myth of national defense centers around the idea 

that the state, and only the state, can provide for the 

security  of  its  citizens.  This  narrative  conveniently 

overlooks the historical  reality that  states have often 

been the primary perpetrators of violence against their 

own people, engaging in wars of aggression, crushing 

dissent, and violating individual rights with impunity.
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The myth of national defense also fails to acknowledge 

the  inherent  limitations  of  state  power.  In  an 

increasingly interconnected world, threats to security 

transcend  national  borders,  rendering  traditional 

notions of defense obsolete.  Cyberattacks,  pandemics, 

climate change, and economic crises demand a global 

response, not a parochial one.

Furthermore,  the  pursuit  of  national  defense  often 

comes at a great cost, both in terms of human life and 

material  resources.  The  vast  sums  of  money  poured 

into  military  spending  divert  funds  from  essential 

public  services,  such  as  education,  healthcare,  and 

infrastructure.  This  misallocation  of  resources 

perpetuates  inequality  and  undermines  the  very 

security it purports to protect.

The myth of national defense is a dangerous illusion 

that perpetuates a false sense of security and diverts 

attention from the real threats to our well-being. It is a 
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myth that must be dispelled if we are to create a more 

just and secure world for all.

The State's Monopoly on Violence

At the heart of  the myth of  national defense lies the 

state's  monopoly on violence.  This monopoly is  often 

justified on the grounds that it is necessary to maintain 

order  and protect  citizens from harm.  However,  this 

argument is flawed for several reasons.

First, the state's monopoly on violence is not absolute. 

Criminal gangs, terrorist organizations, and other non-

state  actors  often  possess  significant  coercive  power, 

demonstrating that the state does not have a monopoly 

on violence in practice.

Second, the state's monopoly on violence is often used 

to  suppress  dissent  and  maintain  the  status  quo. 

Throughout  history,  states  have  used  their  coercive 

power  to  crush  opposition,  silence  critics,  and 

perpetuate injustice.
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Third,  the  state's  monopoly  on  violence  is  a  major 

source  of  insecurity  for  citizens.  The  fear  of  state 

violence  can  be  just  as  oppressive  as  the  fear  of 

violence from non-state actors.

The state's monopoly on violence is a myth that serves 

to legitimize state power and control. It is a myth that 

must be challenged if we are to create a more free and 

just society.

The Failure of Government to Provide Security

The myth of national defense is further perpetuated by 

the  belief  that  government  is  capable  of  providing 

security for its citizens. However, the historical record 

is  replete  with  examples  of  government  failures  to 

protect its citizens from harm.

Wars have been fought, cities have been destroyed, and 

millions of people have been killed due to government 

incompetence,  corruption,  and  aggression. 

Governments have also failed to protect their citizens 
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from  natural  disasters,  economic  crises,  and  other 

threats to security.

The failure of  government  to  provide security  is  not 

simply a matter of isolated incidents.  It  is a systemic 

problem that is inherent to the nature of government 

itself.  Governments  are  large,  bureaucratic 

organizations that are often slow to respond to crises 

and prone to corruption and abuse of power.

The belief  that government can provide security is  a 

myth that has been repeatedly disproven by history. It 

is a myth that must be abandoned if we are to find real 

solutions to the challenges we face.
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Chapter  1:  The  Illusion  of  National 

Defense

The State's Monopoly on Violence

The  state's  monopoly  on  violence  is  a  fundamental 

characteristic of modern society. It is the idea that the 

state is the only legitimate entity that can use force to 

achieve its goals. This monopoly is often justified on the 

grounds  that  it  is  necessary  to  maintain  order  and 

prevent  chaos.  However,  there  are  a  number  of 

problems with this argument.

First, it is important to recognize that the state is not a 

monolithic entity. It is made up of a variety of different 

individuals and groups, each with their own interests 

and goals.  As a result,  there is no guarantee that the 

state will always use its monopoly on violence in a just 

or responsible manner. In fact, history is replete with 

examples of states using violence to oppress their own 
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citizens  or  to  pursue  aggressive  wars  against  other 

nations.

Second, the state's monopoly on violence is often used 

to suppress dissent and to silence those who challenge 

the status quo. This can have a chilling effect on free 

speech and political participation. In a truly free and 

democratic society, citizens should be able to express 

their views without fear of reprisal from the state.

Third, the state's monopoly on violence is simply not 

necessary to maintain order and prevent chaos. There 

are a number of other ways to achieve these goals, such 

as  through  community  policing,  restorative  justice 

programs,  and conflict  resolution mechanisms.  These 

approaches are often more effective and less harmful 

than state-sanctioned violence.

Finally,  the  state's  monopoly  on  violence  is  a  major 

obstacle  to  the  development  of  a  truly  free  and 

prosperous society. When the state has a monopoly on 

violence,  it  can  use  that  power  to  extract  resources 
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from its citizens and to suppress competition. This can 

lead to economic stagnation and poverty.

For  all  of  these  reasons,  it  is  time  to  challenge  the 

state's monopoly on violence. We need to develop new 

ways to provide security and justice without resorting 

to violence. This will require a fundamental shift in the 

way we think about security and the role of the state in 

society.
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Chapter  1:  The  Illusion  of  National 

Defense

The  Failure  of  Government  to  Provide 

Security

The government's failure to provide adequate security 

is  a  growing  concern  for  citizens  across  the  globe. 

Despite  spending  vast  sums  of  money  on  defense, 

governments have often been unable to protect their 

citizens from threats both foreign and domestic.  This 

failure  has  led  to  a  decline  in  public  trust  in 

government  and  a  rise  in  support  for  alternative 

security providers.

There are a number of reasons why governments have 

failed to provide adequate security. One reason is that 

governments  are  often  too  bureaucratic  and  slow to 

respond to threats. By the time the government is able 

to mobilize its resources, the threat may have already 

materialized. For example, in the aftermath of the 9/11 
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attacks, the U.S. government took months to establish 

the Department of Homeland Security,  a new agency 

tasked with coordinating the government's response to 

terrorist  threats.  This  delay  allowed  terrorists  to 

continue to plan and execute attacks.

Another reason for the government's failure to provide 

adequate  security  is  that  it  is  often  too  focused  on 

fighting wars abroad. This focus on foreign threats has 

led  governments  to  neglect  domestic  security.  As  a 

result,  criminals  and  terrorists  have  been  able  to 

operate  with  impunity  within  our  borders.  For 

example,  in  the  United  States,  the  opioid  crisis  has 

killed  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people,  yet  the 

government  has  been slow to  take  action to  address 

this threat.

Finally,  the government's failure to provide adequate 

security is often due to corruption and incompetence. 

Government  officials  may  be  bribed  or  coerced  into 

looking the other  way while  criminals  and terrorists 
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operate.  In  addition,  government  agencies  may  be 

poorly managed and inefficient, making them unable to 

effectively  carry  out  their  duties.  For  example,  in 

Mexico, the government has been unable to control the 

drug  cartels,  which  have  been  responsible  for 

widespread violence and corruption.

The government's failure to provide adequate security 

has  had  a  number  of  negative  consequences.  These 

consequences include:

 Increased crime: The lack of effective security 

has  led  to  an  increase  in  crime  in  many 

countries. This is especially true in urban areas, 

where  criminals  are  able  to  operate  with 

impunity.

 Social unrest: The failure of the government to 

protect its citizens can lead to social unrest and 

even civil war. This is especially true in countries 

where there is a large gap between the rich and 

the poor.
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 Economic decline: The lack of security can also 

lead  to  economic  decline.  Businesses  are  less 

likely to invest in countries where there is a high 

level  of  crime and violence.  This can lead to a 

decline in economic growth and job losses.

 Loss of faith in government: The government's 

failure to provide adequate security can also lead 

to a loss of faith in government. Citizens may feel 

that the government is not capable of protecting 

them, and this can lead to a decline in support 

for the government. 
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 This extract presents the opening 

three sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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