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Introduction

Japan,  a  nation  with  a  rich  history  and  culture,  has 

undergone  a  profound  transformation  in  recent 

decades.  Once  a  country  known  primarily  for  its 

economic  prowess,  Japan  is  now  re-emerging  as  a 

significant  military  power.  This  book delves  into  the 

factors  driving  Japan's  military  resurgence  and 

explores  its  implications  for  regional  and  global 

security.

Japan's  post-war  pacifist  constitution  has  long 

constrained its military capabilities. However, in recent 

years, Japan has embarked on a path of constitutional 

reinterpretation, expanding the role of its Self-Defense 

Forces  (SDF)  beyond national  defense.  This  shift  has 
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been  driven  by  a  combination  of  domestic  and 

international factors, including the rise of China, North 

Korea's  nuclear  and  missile  programs,  and  the 

perceived  decline  of  American  power  in  the  Asia-

Pacific region.

Japan's military resurgence has raised concerns among 

some of its neighbors,  who fear a return to Japanese 

militarism. China, in particular, views Japan's growing 

military  capabilities  with  suspicion.  South  Korea, 

which has a long and complicated history with Japan, is 

also wary of Japan's military ambitions.

Despite  these  concerns,  Japan  maintains  that  its 

military buildup is purely defensive in nature. Japan's 

leaders  have  repeatedly  stated  that  they  have  no 

intention  of  becoming  a  military  superpower  or  of 

challenging the United States'  dominance in the Asia-

Pacific region. They argue that Japan's military forces 

are  necessary  to  protect  the  country  from  external 

threats and to contribute to regional stability.
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The United States, Japan's long-time ally, has welcomed 

Japan's  military  resurgence.  The  US  sees  Japan  as  a 

valuable partner in maintaining peace and security in 

the  Asia-Pacific  region.  The  two  countries  have 

strengthened  their  military  ties  in  recent  years, 

conducting joint exercises and sharing intelligence.

Japan's  military  resurgence  is  a  complex  and 

multifaceted  phenomenon.  It  is  driven  by  a 

combination of domestic and international factors, and 

it  has significant implications for regional and global 

security. This book examines the factors behind Japan's 

military  resurgence,  analyzes  its  implications,  and 

explores  the  challenges  and  opportunities  that  lie 

ahead.
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Book Description

In the wake of rising tensions in the Asia-Pacific region, 

Japan is undergoing a significant transformation of its 

military  posture.  This  book  examines  the  factors 

driving  Japan's  military  resurgence  and  explores  its 

implications for regional and global security.

Japan's  post-war  pacifist  constitution  has  long 

constrained its military capabilities. However, in recent 

years, Japan has embarked on a path of constitutional 

reinterpretation, expanding the role of its Self-Defense 

Forces  (SDF)  beyond national  defense.  This  shift  has 

been  driven  by  a  combination  of  domestic  and 

international factors, including the rise of China, North 

Korea's  nuclear  and  missile  programs,  and  the 

perceived decline of American power in the region.

Japan's military resurgence has raised concerns among 

some of its neighbors,  who fear a return to Japanese 

militarism. China, in particular, views Japan's growing 
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military  capabilities  with  suspicion.  South  Korea, 

which has a long and complicated history with Japan, is 

also wary of Japan's military ambitions.

Despite  these  concerns,  Japan  maintains  that  its 

military buildup is purely defensive in nature. Japan's 

leaders  have  repeatedly  stated  that  they  have  no 

intention  of  becoming  a  military  superpower  or  of 

challenging the United States'  dominance in the Asia-

Pacific region. They argue that Japan's military forces 

are  necessary  to  protect  the  country  from  external 

threats and to contribute to regional stability.

The United States, Japan's long-time ally, has welcomed 

Japan's  military  resurgence.  The  US  sees  Japan  as  a 

valuable partner in maintaining peace and security in 

the  Asia-Pacific  region.  The  two  countries  have 

strengthened  their  military  ties  in  recent  years, 

conducting joint exercises and sharing intelligence.

Japan's  military  resurgence  is  a  complex  and 

multifaceted  phenomenon.  It  is  driven  by  a 
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combination of domestic and international factors, and 

it  has significant implications for regional and global 

security. This book examines the factors behind Japan's 

military  resurgence,  analyzes  its  implications,  and 

explores  the  challenges  and  opportunities  that  lie 

ahead.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in 

the Asia-Pacific region, Japanese politics and security, 

and  international  relations.  It  is  a  timely  and 

comprehensive analysis of one of the most important 

developments in the global security landscape.
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Chapter  1:  Japan's  Renewed  Military 

Ambitions

Japan's Post-War Military Constraints

Japan's  post-war  pacifist  constitution  has  long 

constrained  its  military  capabilities.  Article  9  of  the 

constitution  renounces  war  and the  threat  or  use  of 

force as a means of settling international disputes.  It 

also  prohibits  Japan from maintaining  armed forces, 

except for self-defense.

This  constitutional  constraint  has  had  a  profound 

impact on Japan's military posture. Japan's Self-Defense 

Forces (SDF) are much smaller and less powerful than 

the militaries of other major countries. Japan also has a 

very  limited  defense  budget,  and  its  military 

equipment is often outdated.

In addition to the constitutional constraints, Japan has 

also  faced  political  and  social  opposition  to  military 

expansion. Many Japanese people are opposed to any 
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increase in military spending or capabilities. They fear 

that a more powerful military could lead to a return to 

Japanese militarism and aggression.

However,  in  recent  years,  there  has  been a  growing 

movement in Japan to revise the pacifist constitution 

and expand the role  of  the SDF.  This  movement has 

been driven by a number of factors, including the rise 

of China, North Korea's nuclear and missile programs, 

and the perceived decline of  American power in the 

Asia-Pacific region.

In  2015,  the  Japanese  government  passed  a  new 

security law that expanded the SDF's role and allowed 

it  to  participate in collective self-defense.  This  was a 

major  departure  from  Japan's  traditional  policy  of 

exclusively defending its own territory.

The new security law has been controversial in Japan, 

with some people arguing that it  violates the pacifist 

constitution.  However,  the  government  has  defended 

8



the law, arguing that it  is  necessary to protect  Japan 

from emerging threats.

Japan's  post-war  military  constraints  have  been  a 

major factor in shaping its security policy. However, in 

recent years,  there has been a growing movement to 

revise the pacifist constitution and expand the role of 

the  SDF.  This  movement  is  likely  to  continue  in  the 

coming years, as Japan faces new security challenges in 

the Asia-Pacific region.
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Chapter  1:  Japan's  Renewed  Military 

Ambitions

The Changing Regional Security Landscape

The  Asia-Pacific  region  has  undergone  a  dramatic 

transformation in recent decades. The rise of China, the 

increasing  assertiveness  of  North  Korea,  and  the 

perceived decline of  American power have created a 

new and more complex security environment.

China's Rise

China's  rapid  economic  growth  and  military 

modernization have made it a major player in the Asia-

Pacific region. China is now the world's second-largest 

economy and has  the second-largest  military budget. 

China's growing power has raised concerns among its 

neighbors,  who fear  that  China  may  use  its  military 

might to expand its territory or influence.

North Korea's Nuclear and Missile Programs
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North  Korea's  nuclear  and  missile  programs  pose  a 

serious  threat  to  regional  stability.  North  Korea  has 

conducted a series of nuclear tests and has developed 

missiles capable of  reaching Japan,  South Korea,  and 

the  United  States.  North  Korea's  nuclear  and  missile 

programs have raised concerns that the country could 

use these weapons to blackmail its neighbors or even 

launch a nuclear attack.

The Perceived Decline of American Power

The  United  States  has  been  the  dominant  military 

power in the Asia-Pacific region for decades. However, 

in  recent  years,  there  has  been  a  perception  that 

American power is declining. This perception has been 

fueled by the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the rise of 

China, and the growing economic and military strength 

of other countries in the region.

The Impact on Japan
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The  changing  regional  security  landscape  has  had  a 

profound impact  on Japan.  Japan is  now facing new 

and  more  complex  security  challenges.  Japan's 

neighbors are increasingly concerned about its military 

buildup, and Japan is worried about the growing power 

of China and North Korea.

Japan's  response  to  these  challenges  has  been  to 

strengthen its  military  capabilities  and to  deepen its 

security ties with the United States and other countries 

in the region. Japan has also been working to improve 

its relations with China and North Korea.

However, the changing regional security landscape is 

likely to continue to pose challenges for Japan in the 

years to come. Japan will need to carefully balance its 

own security needs with the concerns of its neighbors 

and the need to maintain regional stability.
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Chapter  1:  Japan's  Renewed  Military 

Ambitions

The  Rise  of  China  and  Its  Implications  for 

Japan

China's  rise  as  a  global  power  is  one  of  the  most 

significant developments in international  relations in 

recent  decades.  China's  economic  growth,  military 

modernization,  and growing diplomatic  assertiveness 

have had a profound impact on the Asia-Pacific region 

and beyond.

For  Japan,  China's  rise  poses  both  challenges  and 

opportunities. On the one hand, China is Japan's largest 

trading  partner  and  an  important  source  of 

investment.  On  the  other  hand,  China's  military 

buildup and its territorial claims in the East China Sea 

and the South China Sea have raised concerns in Japan 

about  the  security  of  its  sea  lanes  and  its  access  to 

natural resources.
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Japan's response to China's rise has been complex and 

multifaceted.  Japan  has  sought  to  strengthen  its 

military capabilities,  deepen its security ties with the 

United  States  and other  allies,  and promote  regional 

cooperation.  Japan  has  also  tried  to  engage  China 

economically  and  diplomatically,  seeking  to  build  a 

stable  and  cooperative  relationship  between the  two 

countries.

The  rise  of  China  has  been  a  major  factor  driving 

Japan's  military  resurgence.  Japan's  leaders  have 

argued  that  China's  growing  military  power  and  its 

assertive behavior in the region pose a threat to Japan's 

security. They have pointed to China's military buildup, 

its construction of artificial islands in the South China 

Sea, and its increased military exercises near Japan as 

evidence of China's growing military ambitions.

Japan's military resurgence has been met with concern 

by  some  of  its  neighbors,  who  fear  that  Japan  is 

returning to  its  militaristic  past.  China,  in  particular, 
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has criticized Japan's military buildup and has warned 

Japan  against  becoming  a  military  power  again. 

However,  Japan's  leaders  have  insisted  that  Japan's 

military forces are purely defensive in nature and that 

Japan  has  no  intention  of  becoming  a  military 

superpower.

The rise of China is a complex and challenging issue for 

Japan. Japan must balance its economic interests with 

its  security  concerns.  It  must  also  find  a  way  to 

cooperate  with  China  on  regional  and  global  issues 

while protecting its own interests. Japan's response to 

China's rise will have a significant impact on the future 

of the Asia-Pacific region.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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