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Introduction

Saturn SL,  SC,  and SW vehicles  are  known for  their 

reliability,  durability,  and  affordability.  They  are  a 

popular choice for families and commuters alike. If you 

own  one  of  these  vehicles,  you'll  need  to  perform 

routine maintenance and repairs to keep it running in 

top  condition.  This  book  will  provide  you  with  the 

information you need to do just that.

This book is a comprehensive guide to repairing and 

maintaining  your  Saturn  SL,  SC,  or  SW.  It  covers 

everything from basic  maintenance to major repairs. 

Whether you're a novice mechanic or a seasoned pro, 

you'll find the information you need in this book.

Some of the topics covered in this book include:
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 Routine maintenance

 Engine repair

 Cooling and heating

 Air conditioning

 Fuel and exhaust

 Emissions control

 Ignition

 Brakes

 Suspension and steering

This book is written in a clear and concise style, with 

plenty  of  illustrations  and  diagrams  to  help  you 

understand the material. It also includes a glossary of 

terms and a troubleshooting guide to help you diagnose 

and fix problems.

With  this  book  in  hand,  you'll  be  able  to  keep  your 

Saturn SL, SC, or SW running in top condition for years 

to come.
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This book is a must-have for any Saturn SL, SC, or SW 

owner who wants to save money on repairs and keep 

their vehicle running smoothly.
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Book Description

This  Haynes  Repair  Manual  is  written  for  the  do-it-

yourselfer,  home  mechanic,  and  professional 

technician. It provides step-by-step instructions for all 

major  and  minor  repairs,  troubleshooting  tips,  clear 

illustrations, and exploded views, with an emphasis on 

maintenance and repair of the Saturn SL, SC, and SW 

produced from 1991 to 2002.

Coverage includes:

 Routine maintenance

 Engine diagnosis and repair

 Cooling and heating

 Air conditioning

 Fuel and exhaust

 Emissions control

 Ignition

 Brakes

 Suspension and steering
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This book is a must-have for anyone who wants to save 

money on repairs or who takes pride in keeping their 

Saturn  SL,  SC,  or  SW  in  top  condition.  It  is  an 

invaluable  resource  for  understanding  the  inner 

workings of this iconic American automobile.

Whether you're a beginner or a pro, this book will help 

you  get  the  job  done  right.  With  clear  and  concise 

instructions, combined with detailed illustrations and 

diagrams,  you'll  be  able  to  tackle  any  repair  with 

confidence.

Don't let a broken-down Saturn SL, SC, or SW ruin your 

day.  With  Haynes  by  your  side,  you  can  get  your 

vehicle back on the road quickly and easily.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

What is a Saturn SL, SC, and SW

The Saturn SL, SC, and SW are a family of compact cars 

that were produced by Saturn from 1991 to 2002. The 

SL was a four-door sedan, the SC was a two-door coupe, 

and the SW was a five-door station wagon.  All  three 

models were powered by a 1.9-liter inline-four engine 

and  were  available  with  either  a  five-speed  manual 

transmission or a four-speed automatic transmission.

The  Saturn  SL,  SC,  and  SW  were  known  for  their 

reliability, durability, and affordability. They were also 

praised  for  their  spacious  interiors  and  comfortable 

ride.  However,  they  were  criticized  for  their  lack  of 

power and performance.

Despite their shortcomings, the Saturn SL, SC, and SW 

were  popular  cars.  They  were  a  good  value  for  the 

money and they offered a lot of features for the price. If 
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you are looking for a reliable and affordable compact 

car, the Saturn SL, SC, or SW is a good option.

* The history of the Saturn SL, SC, and SW

The Saturn SL, SC, and SW were introduced in 1991 as 

the first models from the newly created Saturn brand. 

Saturn  was  a  joint  venture  between  General  Motors 

and Toyota, and it was created to produce affordable, 

high-quality cars for the American market.

The Saturn SL, SC, and SW were based on the Toyota 

Corolla  platform,  but  they  were  designed  and 

engineered  by  Saturn  in  the  United  States.  The  cars 

were built at Saturn's plant in Spring Hill, Tennessee.

The Saturn SL,  SC,  and SW were a  success  from the 

start.  They were  praised for  their  quality,  reliability, 

and  affordability.  The  cars  were  also  popular  with 

consumers because they were different from anything 

else on the market.
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The Saturn SL, SC, and SW underwent several changes 

over the years. In 1995, the cars received a facelift that 

included  new  headlights,  taillights,  and  bumpers.  In 

1997, the cars received a more powerful engine. And in 

2000, the cars received a new interior.

The Saturn SL, SC, and SW were discontinued in 2002. 

They were replaced by the Saturn Ion.

* Model year changes

The Saturn SL, SC, and SW underwent several changes 

over  the  years.  Here  is  a  summary  of  the  most 

significant changes:

 1991: The Saturn SL, SC, and SW are introduced.

 1995: The  cars  receive  a  facelift  that  includes 

new headlights, taillights, and bumpers.

 1997: The cars receive a more powerful engine.

 2000: The cars receive a new interior.

 2002: The  Saturn  SL,  SC,  and  SW  are 

discontinued.
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* Specifications

The  Saturn  SL,  SC,  and  SW  were  available  with  a 

variety of features and options. Here are some of the 

most popular features:

 Air conditioning

 Power windows

 Power locks

 Cruise control

 Anti-lock brakes

 Traction control

 Side airbags

* Safety features

The  Saturn  SL,  SC,  and  SW  were  equipped  with  a 

variety of safety features, including:

 Airbags

 Anti-lock brakes

 Traction control
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 Side airbags

 Child safety locks

The  Saturn SL,  SC,  and SW received  good ratings  in 

crash tests.  The cars were praised for their ability to 

protect occupants in a crash.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

The history of the Saturn SL, SC, and SW

The Saturn SL, SC, and SW were a trio of compact cars 

produced by Saturn from 1991 to 2002. The SL was a 

sedan, the SC was a coupe, and the SW was a station 

wagon.  All  three  models  were  based  on  the  GM  J 

platform,  which  was  also  used  by  the  Chevrolet 

Cavalier and Pontiac Sunfire.

The  Saturn  SL,  SC,  and  SW  were  designed  to  be 

affordable, reliable, and fuel-efficient. They were also 

praised  for  their  spacious  interiors  and  comfortable 

ride. The SL was the most popular of the three models, 

followed by the SC and the SW.

The Saturn SL, SC, and SW were discontinued in 2002, 

after Saturn introduced the Ion. The Ion was a larger 

and more powerful car than the SL, SC, and SW, and it 

was  more  in  line  with  the  tastes  of  American 

consumers at the time.
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Despite being discontinued, the Saturn SL, SC, and SW 

remain  popular  among  enthusiasts.  They  are  known 

for their durability and reliability, and they can often 

be found for a reasonable price.

Here is a brief history of each model:

 Saturn SL: The SL was the first Saturn model to 

be produced. It was introduced in 1991 and was 

a  huge  success.  The  SL  was  praised  for  its 

affordability,  reliability,  and  fuel  efficiency.  It 

was also the first car to be sold with a no-haggle 

price.

 Saturn SC: The SC was introduced in 1992 and 

was a sportier version of the SL. It had a more 

powerful engine and a stiffer suspension. The SC 

was also available in a convertible model.

 Saturn SW: The SW was introduced in 1993 and 

was a station wagon version of the SL. It had a 

larger  cargo  area  than  the  SL  and  was  also 

available with all-wheel drive.
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The Saturn SL, SC, and SW were all successful models 

for  Saturn.  They  helped  to  establish  the  brand  as  a 

leader in the affordable, reliable, and fuel-efficient car 

market.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Model year changes

The Saturn SL, SC, and SW underwent several model 

year changes during their production run from 1991 to 

2002. These changes included updates to the exterior, 

interior, engine, and transmission.

1991

 The  first  Saturn  SL,  SC,  and  SW  models  were 

released in 1991.

 The SL was a two-door coupe, the SC was a two-

door  convertible,  and  the  SW  was  a  two-door 

station wagon.

 All  models  were  powered  by  a  1.9-liter  four-

cylinder engine.

 The SL and SC were available with a five-speed 

manual transmission or a four-speed automatic 

transmission.
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 The  SW  was  only  available  with  a  five-speed 

manual transmission.

1992

 No major changes were made to the SL, SC, or 

SW for 1992.

1993

 The SL, SC, and SW received a minor facelift for 

1993.

 The  changes  included  a  new  grille,  new 

headlights, and new taillights.

 The  interior  was  also  updated  with  new  seat 

fabrics and a new dashboard.

1994

 The SL, SC, and SW received a more significant 

update for 1994.

 The  changes  included  a  new  2.2-liter  four-

cylinder engine.
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 The SL and SC were also available with a new 

optional V6 engine.

 The SW was only available with the four-cylinder 

engine.

1995

 No major changes were made to the SL, SC, or 

SW for 1995.

1996

 The SL, SC, and SW received a minor facelift for 

1996.

 The  changes  included  a  new  grille,  new 

headlights, and new taillights.

 The  interior  was  also  updated  with  new  seat 

fabrics and a new dashboard.

1997

 The SL, SC, and SW received a more significant 

update for 1997.
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 The  changes  included  a  new  2.4-liter  four-

cylinder engine.

 The SL and SC were also available with a new 

optional V6 engine.

 The SW was only available with the four-cylinder 

engine.

1998

 No major changes were made to the SL, SC, or 

SW for 1998.

1999

 The SL, SC, and SW received a minor facelift for 

1999.

 The  changes  included  a  new  grille,  new 

headlights, and new taillights.

 The  interior  was  also  updated  with  new  seat 

fabrics and a new dashboard.

2000

17



 The SL, SC, and SW received a more significant 

update for 2000.

 The changes included a new 3.0-liter V6 engine.

 The SL and SC were also available with a new 

optional V8 engine.

 The SW was only available with the V6 engine.

2001

 No major changes were made to the SL, SC, or 

SW for 2001.

2002

 The SL, SC, and SW were discontinued after the 

2002 model year.
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 This extract presents the opening 

three sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

19



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: Introduction * What is a Saturn SL, SC, and 

SW? * The history of the Saturn SL, SC, and SW * Model 

year changes * Specifications * Safety features

Chapter  2:  Routine  Maintenance *  Checking  and 

changing  fluids  *  Tire  care  *  Battery  maintenance  * 

Spark plug replacement * Air filter replacement

Chapter  3:  Engine  Repair *  Diagnosing  engine 

problems  *  Removing  and  replacing  the  engine  * 

Rebuilding  the  engine  *  Troubleshooting  engine 

problems * Performance modifications

Chapter  4:  Cooling  and  Heating *  Troubleshooting 

cooling  system  problems  *  Replacing  the  radiator  * 

Servicing the water pump * Flushing the cooling system 

* Upgrading the cooling system

Chapter  5:  Air  Conditioning *  Troubleshooting  air 

conditioning  problems  *  Recharging  the  air 

conditioning  system  *  Replacing  the  compressor  * 

20



Servicing  the  evaporator  *  Upgrading  the  air 

conditioning system

Chapter 6: Fuel and Exhaust * Troubleshooting fuel 

system problems * Replacing the fuel pump * Servicing 

the  fuel  injectors  *  Troubleshooting  exhaust  system 

problems * Replacing the catalytic converter

Chapter  7:  Emissions  Control *  Troubleshooting 

emissions  control  problems  *  Replacing  the  oxygen 

sensor  *  Servicing  the  EGR  valve  *  Upgrading  the 

emissions control system * Passing emissions tests

Chapter  8:  Ignition *  Troubleshooting  ignition 

problems * Replacing the ignition coil * Servicing the 

distributor  *  Upgrading  the  ignition  system  * 

Performance modifications

Chapter 9: Brakes * Troubleshooting brake problems * 

Replacing the brake pads * Servicing the brake calipers 

* Bleeding the brakes * Upgrading the brake system

21



Chapter  10:  Suspension  and  Steering * 

Troubleshooting suspension problems * Replacing the 

shocks * Servicing the struts * Troubleshooting steering 

problems * Replacing the steering rack 

22



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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